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Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
“Away in a Manger” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship #277)

   Have you heard about or seen photos of the 
“Homeless Jesus” sculpture by Timothy 
Schmalz?1  Over the last year or more the 
striking and sometimes controversial sculp-
ture has been installed in cities across the US 
and Canada. It even made an appearance on 
the campus of Valparaiso University in Indi-
ana. The homeless man, wrapped in a blanket 
and reclining on a park bench, is distinguish-
able as Jesus only by the wounds on his ex-
posed feet. The life size version has enough 

room that someone is able to sit on the bench near those wounded feet.

Meditating on this image as the season of Advent approaches, it occurs to me that in a very real sense 
Jesus was homeless from the very beginning of his sojourn on earth. Luke tells us that the newborn Jesus 
was placed in a manger because “there was no place for them in the inn” [Luke 2:7]. In fact, it appears that 
Jesus remained homeless throughout his life. Jesus told a fellow who claimed he would follow Jesus wher-
ever he went, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 
head” [Luke 9:58].

At the same time, the gospels also proclaim in various ways that “the Word became flesh and lived among 
us…full of grace and truth” [John 1:14]. Homeless Jesus found his home among human beings! Homeless 
Jesus made a home wherever he wandered among human beings. Along the way, he gathered up into 
himself all the physical, spiritual, relational, and other forms of homelessness of the people among whom 
he lived. He made their homelessness his own, blanketing them in the warmest home of all – the forgiv-
ing, healing, and hopeful heart of God.

Although we don’t usually read or hear the so-called Good Samaritan story in Advent or Christmas, it 
might be one of the most stunning and inspiring images homeless Jesus making a home for every home-
less human being.

The word “inn” is used only twice in Luke’s gospel. In the second chapter of his story of Jesus Luke tells 
us (as we so often sing and say in this season), “There was no place for them in the inn.” Later Luke shares 
the story of a man beaten, robbed, and left for dead in a ditch far from home. After others have passed 
him by, a Samaritan – one who had no home in the religious establishment of the day (Jesus?) – “went to 
him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him [Luke 9:34].

“See, the home of God is among mortals,” John heard a loud voice say near the end of his Revelation. 
“God will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; God will wipe 
every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the 
first things have passed away” [Revelation 21:3-4].

1   http://www.sculpturebytps.com/



Bishop Election Survey: Deadline is December 1
At the 2016 I-K Synod Assembly from June 9-11 in South Bend, IN, items of business will include election or 
reelection of a synod bishop for a six-year term beginning in September of 2016. Our synodical constitutional 
process charges the vice president to begin the discernment process for the election by asking congregations 
for a list of gifts deemed important for such service and matters of priority for that individual during the six-
year term. 

A survey has been mailed to congregations and an online survey is available at www.iksynod.org. You can 
also print the form, fill it out and mail or fax it to the address or number listed at the bottom of the survey. En-
courage your congregational members to fill one out. The deadline to submit your form is December 1. 

In Christ,  C. Theodore Miller, Vice-President, Indiana-Kentucky Mission Territory 

So, dear sister, dear brother, this holy season and always, go tell it on the mountains, over 
the hills and everywhere that Jesus Christ is born! The one laid in a manger cradles us – 
and all who wonder as they wander – in the abiding grace and goodness of God. The one 
wrapped in swaddling clothes blankets us – and all who shiver against the cold – in the 
warm welcome of the inn of God’s love. The one with no place to lay his head offers the 
comfort of rest and restoration in the forgiving, healing, and hopeful heart of God.

Into flesh is made the Word – Hallelujah!
Our true refuge and our Lord – Hallelujah!
Let our gladness have no end – Hallelujah!
                                               (ELW #291)

                                                     +Bishop Bill Gafkjen 

Parochial Reports - Forms A and C
Please complete your congregation’s parochial report (Forms A and C) by the end of February 2016.  
The report connects your congregation with the mission and ministry of the whole ELCA and helps the 
churchwide organization get the big picture of ELCA ministry happening across the nation and in the 
world. The report also measures congregational health over a long period of time, using similar measures 
of health among all ELCA congregations. The information gathered can help the synodical and church-
wide organizations meet your congregation’s needs and the needs of other congregations. Visit https://
www.elca.org/About/Congregations for more information and to complete your report.

ELCA Annual Report Covers Now Available
Enclose your annual report inside the new ELCA-produced annual report cover. Order enough copies for 
your congregational annual meeting. This colorful wrap-around sheet provides:

message from ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton• 
devotional materials to begin your annual meeting, including a hymn and responsive prayer• 
brief explanations of ELCA churchwide ministries funded by your congregation’s mission support• 
scored and offset spine for ease in inserting and stapling annual report materials• 

 
Purchase 50 covers for $5.00, available from the ELCA Resource Catalog. Call 800-638-3522, ext. 2580 to 
place an order over the phone.

Holy Conversations Website Has a New Look 
The pages are now easier to read and navigate. Read stories about how the Holy Conversa-
tions process has been adapted to individual congregations in the Indiana-Kentucky mis-
sion territory.  www.iksynod-holyconversations.org/  Want to participate? Contact Pr. 
Amy Beitelschees-Albers at sanctuary.farm@yahoo.com or Pr. Tim Knauff at pastortim@
clcvalpo.org


