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Where God is Doing a New Thing 

 
Dejected disciples are reclaimed by wonder and joy. [Luke 24:13-35] 

 

Confusion is overwhelmed by peace. [Luke 24:36-42] 

 

Followers who fled from the thorn-crowned king are emboldened to proclaim the new life the risen one 

offers. [Acts 5:27-32] 

 

Doors locked by fear are flung wide open by Spirit-filled, peace-breathing presence. [John 20:19-23] 

 

Skepticism is overcome by trust. [John 20:24-29] 

 

Ordinary people offer the extraordinary gift of new life to others. [Acts 9:36-43] 

 

Persecutors become partners in proclaiming good news. [Acts 9:1-20] 

 

Directionless drifters are caught up in God’s mission of reconciliation and hope. [John 21:1-4] 

 

Betrayers are forgiven and restored to life-giving relationship. [John 21:15-19] 

 

Long assumed prejudices and well established barriers crumble and community is created across once 

death-dealing boundaries and biases. [Acts 11:1-18; Acts 16:9-15] 

 

Indeed, resurrection rushed from the tomb to prove goodness is stronger than evil, love is stronger than 

hate; light is stronger than darkness, life is stronger than death [ELW 721]. A new heaven and a new 

earth were born from the womb of the empty tomb, sisters and brothers. And, wonder of wonders, we 

are witnesses of these things. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

+ Bishop Bill Gafkjen 
  

He is not here, but has risen. 

Luke 24:5 
 

Resurrection power rushes from the mouth of the empty tomb, 

changing lives, changing the world. The texts from scripture that 

shape our worship throughout these fifty days of Easter testify that it 

is so. 
 



 

Please welcome Chris Burnette, ELCA Gift Planner, to the territory! 

 

March 1, Christopher S. Burnette joined the ELCA Foundation staff as a Gift Planner for the 

Indiana-Kentucky and Southern Ohio Synods. With his particular expertise in estate planning and 

planned giving Chris will work across both synods on behalf of the synods, the ELCA Foundation, 

and a few synod-related partners in mission to assist the congregations and members of the synod 

in estate planning and designated giving in support of particular ministries. For the Indiana-

Kentucky Synod Chris will facilitate giving to five areas of ministry that fall under the synod’s 

priority commitment to leadership support and development: Candidacy/Seminary Scholarships, 

Freed to Lead, Campus Ministries, New Missions, and a soon-to-be formally announced new 

venture focused on theological formation for lay leaders and continuing education for rostered 

leaders. 

 

Chris is also available to provide workshops and guidance for congregations and their leaders in 

working with bequests, endowments, and other aspects of planned giving in the congregation. 

  

Before becoming interested in financial services, Chris worked as an associate geologist for 12M 

Associates LLC where he evaluated and performed background research including data mining for 

venture projects. 

  

Chris received an Associate of Arts in Business Administration and a Bachelor of Arts in Geology 

from Miami University in Oxford, OH and lives in Maineville, OH – near Cincinnati.  

 

Christopher S. Burnette 

Regional Gift Planner 

ELCA Foundation 

3296 Grand Falls Blvd. Maineville, OH 45039 

(513) 509.8332  Chris.Burnette@elca.org 

 29th Annual Indiana-Kentucky Synod Assembly 

June 9-11, 2016 – Century Center, South Bend, IN 

 

Registration is now open and the fees will increase after March 31. 

http://www.iksynod.org/2016assembly.html 

Highlights include: Celebrating leaders and communities within the Indiana-Kentucky Synod, inspiring 

worship, celebratory dinners, motivating and informative plenary sessions, elections of bishop, Synod 

Council, board and committee members, and all the other aspects of assembly that help us to be the church 

gathered together, filled with the Spirit and sent out in mission 

The Assembly Needs Volunteers! 

Do you know someone who would like to volunteer to serve at the registration tables, assist in the plenary 

hall, work with the elections team or support other important roles during the assembly? This could be a 

spouse who is accompanying a voting member, a member of your youth group, or someone from your 

congregation who would benefit from being at assembly. Contact Heather Apel, hapel@iksynod.org, for 

more information. 
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