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Living in Harmony: Together [we] may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 15:5-6)



Call to Assembly


June 6, 2026


Virtual Synod Assembly
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911 East 86th Street, Ste. 200, Indianapolis, IN 46420 | (317) 253-3522
assembly@iksynod.org
Official Call: 39th Annual Indiana-Kentucky Synod Assembly
June 6, 2026

The 39th Annual Assembly of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America will be held virtually on Saturday, June 6, 2026.  The Assembly will be called to order on Saturday, June 6, 2026, at 9:30 am Eastern/8:30 am Central, ending at 1:00 pm Eastern/Noon Central
Julie Slavens
 Synod Secretary

The essential business of the synod assembly will be conducted during this virtual assembly.  Three regional gatherings for worship, fellowship, and learning together are being planned at sites around the synod.  More information about our regional gatherings is listed below. 

With this Synod Assembly being held online, there will be an opportunity to meet candidates via Zoom forums held prior to the assembly.

Assembly Location and Registration Information

Location
The 2026 Indiana-Kentucky Synod Assembly will be held online.  Those who are registered for the Assembly will receive a link and login instructions in order to participate.  

Assembly Registration Fees
The registration fee is $25 per voting member, retired rostered minister, or registered visitor.  Registration fees increase to $35 after the early bird registration deadline, April 15, 2026.  Registration will end May 15, 2026.

Fees for interim pastors are to be paid by the congregation(s) being served.

Assembly Registration
Registration for the Indiana-Kentucky Synod Assembly is now open.  Please register online at https://tithe.ly/event-registration/#/10845576.  If you need assistance with registration, please contact Julie Walda at 260.416.9248 or assembly@iksynod.org.  

Each person must use their own email address to register.  This is necessary for the credentialing of voting members.  Each voting member must also use his/her own device (computer, tablet, cellphone, etc.).  While voting members can view the assembly together on one device, if desired, separate devices for each voting member will be required in order to vote.  

After May 15, email assembly@iksynod.org for information about registering.  

Payment should be made by debit/credit card at the completion of the registration form through the Tithe.ly link. (https://tithe.ly/event-registration/#/10845576)

If you are unable to pay by debit/credit card, please contact Julie Walda at accountant@iksynod.org to make other arrangements for registration and payment options.

The Bulletin of Reports will be available as a free download on the Indiana-Kentucky Synod’s website: www.iksynod.org beginning May 15, 2026.  Printed copies of the Bulletin of Reports may be purchased for $25 by sending an email to assembly@iksynod.org no later than May 15, 2026.

General Schedule of Events

Call to Order, Credentials Report, Adoption of Proposed Agenda, Notification of Appointment of Committees, Nominating Committee Report, ELCA Churchwide Greeting/Report, Credentials Report, prayer, Vote, Report of Synod Vice President, Report of Bishop, Anniversary Video, Report of Elections Committee (2nd Ballot, if needed), Resolutions, Reference and Counsel Committee, Closing Remarks, Motion to Adjourn, Installation of Newly Elected Members/Deans, Sending Rite

Anniversaries for Rostered Ministers

Honorees celebrating 50 years of service

5

7

Pastor Marcus P. B. Felde 
Pastor John A. Roberts
Pastor Jeremy G. Russell

Pastor Steven C. Scott
Pastor Richard C. Stern
Pastor James M. Winjum



Honorees celebrating 25 years of service

Pastor Margaret D. Dorwick 
Pastor Donald K. Gray
Pastor Mark R. Havel
Deacon Mary E. Lasits 

Pastor Kerri Manning McFarland
Pastor Mark R. Minnick
Pastor Freda S. Scales 
Pastor Susan Z. Socha


We also recognize those with more than 50 years of service

Pastor Dwight A Anderson – 55 years
Pastor Keith Munneke – 60 years Pastor Daniel Leigh Nugent – 60 years

Pastor Theodore A Stoneberg – 60 years 
Pastor James T Swanson – 60 years


 



Congregational Anniversaries

25 years	Cross of Grace Lutheran Church, New Palestine, IN

75 years	Christ Lutheran Church, Hammond, IN
		Faith Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne, IN
		Faith Lutheran Church, Jeffersonville, IN 

125 years	First English Evangelical Lutheran Church, Mishawaka, IN

150 years	Immanuel Lutheran Church, Plymouth, IN
		St Paul Lutheran Church, Middlebury, IN 
		St Paul Lutheran Church, Michigan City, IN 
		St Peter Lutheran Church, Dillsboro, IN

175 years	St Paul Evangelical Crossroads Lutheran Church, Batesville, IN

Elections

POSITIONS TO BE NOMINATED BY THE I-K SYNOD NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Synod Council (Rostered Ministers) - 3 positions
Can be either male or female (3-year terms)

Consultation Committee 3 positions – 6-year term
		1 Rostered
		2 Lay Members

Discipline Committee 6 positions
	2 Rostered
	2 Lay Female
	1 Lay Male – 5-year term
	1 Lay Male – 4 year term

POSITIONS TO BE NOMINATED BY THE I-K SYNOD CONFERENCES

Synod Council (Lay)
· 4 positions—one nominee from each conference (3-year terms each) 
· Evansville Conference - Lay Female 
· South Central Conference – Lay Female
· Indianapolis - Lay Male
·  Northeast Indiana Conference – Lay Male 
· 1 position—one nominee from each conference (2-year unexpired term) 
· North Central Conference - Lay female

Lutheran Outdoor Ministries, Indiana-Kentucky Corporation Board – 1 position
· lay male (3-year term)

Nomination Form

The Nomination Form can be downloaded from the Indiana-Kentucky Synod website at:  https://iksynod.org/communication-and-resources/2026-synod-assembly.html.  You can also request a copy by emailing assembly@iksynod.org.

Tips for Voting Members

1. Arrange for technology and an internet connection to participate.
Voting members will need:
· A stable internet connection.
· A unique email address for each voting member.
· A web-based device to participate that offers both video and sound functionality.
· A desktop/laptop computer is the most user friendly.  A tablet or mobile device will also work.
· For credentialing and balloting purposes, each voting member will need an individual device and a unique email address.

2. Read through the pre-assembly materials.

3. Attend pre-assembly forums on the budget, compensation standards, resolutions, and meet the candidates, if you would like to learn more about any of these areas or if you have questions or would like to discuss these issues.  

4. Come to the assembly with an open mind, open heart, and readiness to learn and grow together as we navigate this second virtual assembly.
In the true sense of the word synod, we are “walking together” through this unique way of gathering together.  Patience and grace will make this a faithful experience for everyone.

5. Share
Share the information and actions of the assembly with your congregation after the assembly.  This can be done by verbal or written report, or both.  We will publish a summary after the assembly to help with this.  Help your congregation know about their work of ministry beyond your local congregation. 

Representation

Voting Members Representation Formula (Synod Council Action SC/2015/50)

· Each congregation shall elect two lay voting members (one male and one female) for the Indiana-Kentucky Synod Assembly.
· Additional voting members shall be elected following the chart below:
	Congregational Baptized Membership
	Number of additional voting members

	351 - 700
	1  (male or female)

	701 - 1,000
	2  (1 male, 1 female)

	1,001 - 1,500
	3  (male or female to balance representation)

	More than 1,500
	4  (male or female to balance representation)



· Congregations may send one additional voting member who is a person of color or person whose primary language is other than English.
· Congregations may send one additional voting member who is a youth (confirmed to age 17) or young adult (between 18 and 30).

Voting member representation shall be determined by the most recent congregational report on file with the ELCA and synod office.  Any changes in congregational representation, including substitution, must be approved in advance.  Please email assembly@iksynod.org with requests.

Professional Leaders Representation

1. All ministers of Word and Sacrament and all ministers of Word and Service under call and on the roster of this synod in attendance at the IN-KY Synod Assembly shall be voting members (IN-KY Synod Constitution †S7.21a and b).  
2. All retired rostered ministers of this synod shall have the privilege of voice and vote at meetings of the IN-KY Synod Assembly (IN-KY Synod Bylaws S7.22.01 and S7.22.02).
3. By action of the IN-KY Synod Council (SC/2009/32), pastors from other traditions who are not currently rostered in the ELCA, but are serving congregations of the synod under appointment of the bishop as interim ministers must register as visitors and have voice but not a vote during the assembly. It is expected that the congregations being served by these ministers will cover the cost of their attendance.
Dates to Remember

February 15	Synod Assembly registration opens.
		
March 12	Annual reports due to the synod office from synod staff, officers, committees, ministries, and institutions.

April 15	Registration discount ends at midnight.  After this date, registration fees increase to $35.

April 15	ALL resolutions from congregations, committees, and conferences due.  Submit to assembly@iksynod.org.

April 30	General election nominations and biographies due.  Submit to iksynod.org.  Conference lay synod council forms should also be sent to assembly@iksynod.org.

May 15	Pre-assembly Bulletin of Reports available for download on the synod website.

May 15	Pre-assembly registration closes at midnight.

Financial Assistance

Any congregation or voting member needing assistance with the registration fee must notify the Indiana-Kentucky Synod Council Executive Committee in writing by April 15, 2023.  You may email assembly@iksynod.org.

Questions?

If you have questions about the Indiana-Kentucky Synod Assembly, please contact the synod office at 317.253.3522. 
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