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Greetings! We’re pleased to provide this resource to support your congregation during times when you need a Supply Pastor. Attached is a copy of the current Pulpit Supply List, which includes Rostered Ministers, clergy from other traditions, Lay Worship Leaders, and occasionally seminarians and seminary graduates who are available to serve your congregation. This document is always in flux as pastors and others become available or unavailable, and we keep the contact information updated as we know it. Additionally, synod staff are available as their schedules permit to be with congregations for worship. Feel free to contact the synod office or synod staff to check their availability.

What’s a “Conference”? A conference is a regional community of congregations, ministries, and leaders within the Indiana-Kentucky Synod, and represents between 15 and 25 of your closest ELCA neighboring congregations. For your convenience, this list is arranged by the ten conferences of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod.

What’s a “Rostered Minister”? Rostered ministers are clergy and deacons who are currently on the “roster” of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod. Each synod has its own roster, and typically, all clergy and deacons in good standing are on the roster of one of the 65 synods of the ELCA.  Being “On the Roster” means that person has been recognized and authorized as available for call – to the public ministries of the ELCA.

What’s a Lay Worship Leader? Lay worship leaders are members of ELCA congregations in the Indiana-Kentucky Synod who have undergone special training to equip them to preach and lead worship. They are not usually authorized to preside over Holy Communion.

Who else is on the Pulpit Supply List? In addition to Rostered Ministers and Lay Worship Leaders, you will also find a few additional clergy who are not on the roster of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod, seminarians (those currently enrolled), and candidates for ordination (awaiting call).

What if we can’t find anyone? For starters, broaden your horizons. This list is arranged by conferences, but some individuals will be willing to travel farther than others. Let them decide.

In addition, synod staff from throughout Region 6 has continued to make a sermon and prayers available each week, both in a video format and text manuscript. A congregation can use this resource along with lay members leading a Service of the Word if you are unable to find a pastor to lead worship that day. Sermons are posted no later than Thursday each week: https://vimeo.com/user80091410

If you are still coming up empty, there are a couple of other things you can do. First, there might be some other ELCA rostered ministers available who are not on the list. You might check and see if any of the ELCA congregations in your area have more than one rostered minister on staff. Perhaps whichever pastor isn’t preaching in their home congregation might be available on the Sunday you need supply. There are also some rostered ministers who are not available on a regular basis for pulpit supply, but might be on occasion. These would include some retired pastors/deacons, chaplains, professors and other rostered ministers serving in non-congregational settings.

Yet another option would be to find someone from one of our ecumenical partners. We stand in full altar and pulpit fellowship with the Episcopal Church, the Presbyterian Church USA, the United Church of Christ, the Reformed Church in America, The United Methodist Church and the Moravian Church in America. Ordained clergy in any of these church bodies can preach and preside. Check your local phone book – if one of these church bodies has a congregation in your community, you might call their parish office and see if they have suggestions for who might be available.

What if we want to celebrate the Eucharist?

If you regularly celebrate Holy Communion, and wish to do so for this worship service, then you will need to find someone who can both preach and preside at the Eucharist.
· Those on the pulpit supply list who are marked “Yes” for communion are available to preside.
· Another option would be for you to find another ELCA clergyperson who is not on the pulpit supply list but resides close by. This might include pastors (such as associate pastors, assistant pastors, and any pastors in staff situations), chaplains, professors, anyone serving in non-congregational calls, and retired pastors. Frequently, you will discover that some of these have chosen not to make themselves available for regular pulpit supply, but are willing to do so on occasion.
· A third option to consider would be with one of our ecumenical partners. We are in full altar and pulpit fellowship with the Episcopal Church, the Presbyterian Church USA, the United Church of Christ, the Reformed Church in America, The United Methodist Church and the Moravian Church in America. Ordained clergy in any of these church bodies could preach and preside.
When your congregation has a guest pastor/worship leader:
1. Send a letter or email of welcome to the supply person. Include details related to the person’s duties, important information about the church (such as location if traditional online maps are inaccurate), and a sample bulletin MARKED to indicate the pulpit supply person’s involvement. Be sure to request information in advance so the bulletin can include the supply person’s name (spelled correctly) and so you can add information that will clearly identify your guest.
2. List any extra activities which the supply person might be expected to participate in, such as a children’s sermon, Sunday Church School, a special meal, etc. If possible, mail or email the bulletin for the service well in advance. At the very least, make certain there is a copy available upon his/her arrival at the church.
3. Call the supply person a few days before the service. Make certain the supply person has a name and phone number of the contact person, as well as a “live” phone number for the day of the service. Check directions to the church, and make certain the supply person knows when and where to arrive, and received the bulletin.
4. A member familiar with the worship practices should be on hand to meet the supply person on the day of the service at the time of his/her arrival. Acquaint the supply person with the church building – coat closet, restroom, room in which to robe, etc. Point out all the physical aspects of the sanctuary – clergy seating, acoustics, fans, etc. Be certain the supply person knows where and when to enter and leave the service, (do you process and recess?) microphone arrangements, choir, and where to stand for greeting members following the service.
5. Have the contact person or church officers available during the greeting period to assist the supply person if needed and to identify, welcome and follow-up on visitors and guests attending the service.
6. As you and your congregation are hosting the supply person, try to do everything possible to make your guest feel comfortable and welcome at your church.

The Indiana-Kentucky Synod Compensation Guidelines for pulpit supply honorarium:
· One worship service is $200.00
· $50.00 for each additional worship service
· Round-trip mileage should be paid at the IRS standard mileage rate for employee reimbursements (see www.irs.gov for current rate).
Thank you for your partnership in mission!



Indiana-Kentucky Synod, ELCA 911 East 86th Street, Suite 200
Indianapolis IN 46240
317-253-3522











INDIANA-KENTUCKY PULPIT SUPPLY LIST

Updated June 2025

	Name/Address/Email
	Roster
	Conference
	Phone       
	    Communion

	
	
	
	
	

	Rev. James Hilleson
  1403 N Duane Rd.
  Muncie, IN 47304

Jhilleson503@gmail.com
	Clergy
	ECIC
	765-748-2360
	Yes

	Rev. Joan Sorenson
   4577 Larkhill Ln.
   Lexington, KY 40509

Jsorenson112@gmail.com
	Clergy
	EKY
	859-309-0134
	Yes

	Rev. Thomas Duvall
    4254 W 630 S
    Huntingburg, IN 47542

jejudiers@yahoo.com

Rev. Steve Albertin
     7621 Bishops Green
     Zionsville, IN 46077

stalbertin94@gmail.com
	Clergy





Clergy
	EVANS





INDPLS
	859-421-1716





317-441-4469
	Yes





Yes


	Rev. Matthew Geerdes
     6522 Caroline Ave.
     Indianapolis, IN 46220

matthewgeerdes@gmail.com
	Clergy
	INDPLS
	901-652-0221
	Yes



	Rev. Amanda Ghaffarian
    314 S Rose Ave.
    Bloomington, IN 47401

lutheran@iu.edu
	Clergy
	INDPLS
	419-410-7447
	Yes

	Rev. Jill Lowry
    9220 Dansk Ridge Ct. Apt F
    Indianapolis, IN 46250

Pastorjill.lowry@yahoo.com
	Clergy
	INDPLS
	219-395-4585
	Yes




	Rev. Austin Newberry
     4341 River Rd.
     Columbus, IN 47203

newberryah@gmail.com
	Clergy
	INDPLS
	850-521-9859
	Yes

	Rev. Heidi Schwerdtfeger-Jones
     14075 Larson Dr.
     Carmel, IN 46033

heidistclair@me.com
	Clergy



	INDPLS
	317-688-7181



	Yes

	Deacon Marilyn Smith
     16121 Tuscany Ct.
     Fishers, IN 46037

deaconmrms@gmail.com
	Clergy
	INDPLS
	317-566-9955
	No

	Teresa Cooksey
     4973 State Rd. 29
     Camden, IN 46917

tacdi@gmail.com
	LWL
	LAF
	574-859-2251
	No

	Rev. Gretchen Freese
     112 Northwood Dr.
     West Lafayette, IN 47906

pastorgretchen@gmail.com
	Clergy
	LAF
	765-532-3154
	Yes

	Rev. James Lichtenberger
     2483 Matchlock Ct.
     West Lafayette, IN 47906

jimlichten@gmail.com
	Clergy
	LAF
	765-476-1318
	Yes

	Elisha Moffett
     8336 McDaniel Rd.
     Terre Haute, IN 47802

emoffett@wartburgseminary.edu
	LWL
	LAF
	815-242-2279
	No

	Rev. Kristin Rice
     3629 Thornhill Circle E
     Lafayette, IN 47909

pastor@plm.org
	Clergy
	LAF
	262-758-1235
	Yes

	Rev. Timothy Diemer
     3508 Briarwood Dr.
     Elkhart, IN 46514

Revtim1@comcast.net
	Clergy
	NCC
	574-266-9580
	Yes




	Sister Nora Frost
     1100 Hester St.
     Elkhart, IN 46516

srnfrost@gmail.com
	Clergy
	NCC
	574-226-1412
	No

	Rev. Leonard Jepson
     1417 Bridgewater Way
     Mishawaka, IN 46545

lmjep@aol.com
	Clergy
	NCC
	574-286-7809
	Yes

	Stephen Callender
    6717 Sky Blue Dr.
    Fort Wayne, IN 46804

s.callendar@frontier.com
	LWL
	NEC
	260-436-2829
	No

	Rev. Forrest VanGundy
    2830 S 390 W
    Pleasant Lake, IN

Fvan1946@gmail.com
	Clergy
	NEC
	260-437-4827
	Yes

	Rev. Karyn Kost
    4902 Water’s Edge Dr.
    Valparaiso, IN 46383

Kostkl40@gmail.com
	Clergy
	NWIC
	219-230-6691
	Yes

	
Rev. John Kost
    4902 Water’s Edge Dr.
    Valparaiso, IN 46383

kostjw@gmail.com
	
Clergy
	
NWIC
	
219-230-6691
	
Yes

	Corlin Stein
    1593 E. 177th Ct.
    Lowell, IN 46356

chirocorlin@yahoo.com
	LWL
	NWIC
	219-696-4635
	No

	Deacon E. Louise Williams
    501 Glade Place
    Valparaiso, IN 46383

Louise.williams@valpo.edu
	Clergy
	NWIC
	219-241-2419
	No

	Rev. Ginny Brown
    3534 Winchester Rd.
    Louisville, KY 40207

dhwvlb@aol.com
	Clergy
	SCC
	502-648-7105
	Yes

	Rev. George Mercer
     110 Mill Pond Ct.
     Bardstown, KY 40004

Geomart1962@gmail.com
	Clergy
	SCC
	502-708-2142
	Yes

	Rev. James Stahr
     2821 Langdon Dr.
     Louisville, KY 40241

jamesstahr@twc.com
	Clergy
	SCC
	502-708-2142
	Yes



