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MINUTES 

26TH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 

INDIANA-KENTUCKY SYNOD, ELCA 

GRAND WAYNE CONVENTION CENTER 

FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 

ALWAYS BEING MADE NEW 

Friday, June 7, 2013 

MADE NEW FOR MISSION BANQUET:  Celebrating Leaders and Ministries of the Past, Present and Future 

Following a 4:15 p.m. welcome and orientation session for first time attendees led by Synod 

Council members and Vice President Liz Michael and attended by most all synod council members who 

each introduced themselves and offered advice to first time attendees.  Bishop Gafkjen and Assembly 

Planning Team Chair Mike Anderson also greeted the group and explained procedures.  Questions were 

entertained. The Synod Assembly began with gathering music by Synod Assembly musicians, Glocal.  

Bishop Gafkjen called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m., welcomed people and led table grace in the 

plenary area of the Grand Wayne Convention Center.  After the meal, Bishop Gafken asked those being 

recognized up to the dais to the chairs on the stage.  Honorees were those celebrating commissioning, 

consecration and ordination anniversaries of twenty-five and fifty years of ministry.  Each honoree stood 

as Bishop Gafkjen read information about the individual.  Those recognized for twenty-five years of 

faithful service were Pastors David L. Hewitt, Thelma I. Megill-Cobbler, and Mark Sloss.  Those 

recognized for fifty years of faithful service were Pastors Edward W. Boone, Clark E. Hobby, John E. 

Hofer, Jr., Jacob H. Hoffman, John E. Holten, Karl J. Korbel, Theodore M. Ludwig, Donald E. Meyers, 

Loren J. Van Oort, John R. Pavelka, Stanley H. Peterson, Allan Sager, David Seifert, Russell E. Snyder, and 

Joel R. Vogel.  A group photo was taken of the honorees and each was presented a certificate.  The 

names of those celebrating fifty-five, sixty, sixty-five, or seventy years since ordination were read.  Each 

was asked to stand and wave from the floor.  Those recognized included those of fifty-five years Pastors 

Richard D. Dunning, Frederick D. Hubert, Donald G. Luck, and John C. Stacy, those of sixty years Pastors 

Paul R. Hunteman, LeRoy O. Martinson, Jerry E. Moe, Albert F. Nyland, III, and Cuthbert B. Pauluhn, of 

sixty-five years Pastor Samuel L. Klopfer, and of seventy years Pastor John G. Frank.  

Mission Developer Pastor James Capers of Lamb of God, Indianapolis, came to the dais.  He 

spoke on behalf of the group of new mission starts, congregations under redevelopment, synodically 

authorized worshipping communities, intentional redeveloping congregations and the new 

congregation.  Those congregations under development include Lamb of God Lutheran Church, 

Indianapolis, Indiana; Cross of Life Lutheran Church, Noblesville, Indiana; and Community of the Living 

Spirit, Indianapolis, Indiana.  There is one Synodically Authorized Worshipping Community, Christ 

Lutheran Chapel, Elizabethtown, Kentucky.  There are three intentional redeveloping congregations:  

Grace & Glory Lutheran Church, Goshen, Kentucky; Faith Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne, Indiana; and 

Grace Lutheran Church, Elkhart, Indiana.  There is one new congregation, come2go Ministries, Fort 

Wayne, Indiana.  Pastor Capers related that speaking with ministers of different denominations that 
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they really marvel at what we have been able to do in the ELCA.  To be a connectional church such as 

the ELCA is a gift of Christ’s church.  He expressed gratitude for the prayer and other support from the 

other congregations. 

The Bishop then individually acknowledged for recognition those congregations celebrating 

anniversaries.  Those present from each congregation were asked to stand and were recognized with 

applause.  Congregations recognized were for twenty-five years Ascension Lutheran Church, Louisville, 

Kentucky; for fifty years the following congregations:  Faith Lutheran Church, Owensboro, Kentucky; 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church, Lexington, Kentucky; Our Savior Lutheran Church, Winchester, Indiana; 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Louisville, Kentucky; and Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, Evansville, 

Indiana; and for one hundred seventy-five years St. George Lutheran Church, Edinburg, Indiana.   

Bishop Gafkjen asked those new to the roster to stand and be recognized.  Those recognized 

were Rev. Jim Bishoff, Rev. William Bucher, Rev. Matt Converse, Rev. Teri Ditslear, Rev. Gary Erdos, Rev. 

William Howard, Rev. Derek Nelson, Rev. Kelly Nelson, Rev. Barry Riehle, Rev. Miltoria Bey Sangobiyi, 

Rev. Christine A. Schrey, Rev. Randy Schroeder, Rev. Brian Spahr, Rev. Doris Sparks, and Rev. Ben 

Stallings.   

Nominees on the ballot were asked to stand as a group and be recognized.  It was noted that 

they had turquoise ribbons on their name tags and that they would be available for conversation during 

the reception after worship.   

Bishop Gafkjen then introduced Enrique Rojas of the Mission Investment Fund.  He brought 

greetings from the Mission Investment Fund and extended thanks for the support of the ministry 

provided by the MIF.  He showed a video which highlighted the testimony of an ELCA congregation, that 

provides food for those in need, started with the help of MIF.   

Assistant to the Bishop Heather Apel was invited to the dais for a drawing of gifts based on the 

meal ticket for the dinner.  Bishop Gafkjen introduced her and her responsibilities, particularly as Synod 

Assembly coordinator.  After announcements the Bishop closed the banquet sharing a reading from 

Philippians 1:3-11, Paul’s Prayer for the Philippians.   

GATHERING EUCHARIST 

With gathering music beginning at 7:20 p.m., a magnificent worship service including Holy 

Communion was held at Trinity English Lutheran Church, 405 W. Wayne Street, Fort Wayne, Indiana.  

Music preceding the service and throughout the service was led by the Trinity English Chancel Choir and 

other synod musicians including Astrid Richwine who played the hymns.  The first reading from Isaiah 

65: 17-25, The Glorious New Creation, was read in Spanish.  The second reading was Revelation 21: 1-6, 

The New Heaven and the New Earth, and the Gospel reading was Mark 8: 22-26, Jesus Cures a Blind 

Man at Bethsaida.  Bishop Gafkjen preached from all three scriptures, highlighting the new creation that 

God is creating and challenging all to see that New Heaven and the New Earth.  Communion assistants 

included those celebrating fifty or twenty-five years of rostered ministry and those representing Indiana-

Kentucky Synod Campus Ministries and those from the North East Conference congregations.  The 
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offering will support the Campus Ministries of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod.  There were 475 participants 

in the worship service and the offering was $4,503.01   

After worship, all were invited to a dessert reception at Trinity English Lutheran Church and 

hosted by the congregation.   

Saturday, June 8, 2013 

PLENARY SESSION I 

OPENING OF ASSEMBLY, OPENING REMARKS, GREETINGS AND INTRODUCTIONS 

The Synod Assembly began with gathering music by Synod Assembly musicians Glocal.  At 8:30 

a.m. Bishop Bill Gafkjen welcomed the assembly and expressed gratitude to Trinity English for their 

hospitality and providing a great worship experience Friday evening.  The Assembly Musicians Glocal led 

the group in the singing of “Here, O Lord, Your Servants Gather” in Japanese. .  Bishop Gafkjen led the 

Assembly in the Liturgy for Opening of Assembly closing with prayer and declaring the assembly open.   

Bishop welcomed those gathered as sisters and brothers in shared mission territory.  He 

declared that we are here to discern God’s spirit and be made new in reconciliation to the world.  We 

celebrate 25 years of always being made new. He recognized the preceding bishops of the Indiana-

Kentucky Synod.  Jim Stuck was recognized for his twelve years of leadership of the Indiana-Kentucky 

Synod and thanked him for his dedication to ministry and leadership.  He thanked those assembled for 

taking their time to be part of the shared ministry.  Bishop Gafkjen asked the conference deans to stand 

and noted that they are serving as our prayer leaders at this Assembly.  He introduced Rev. Dr. Greg 

Villalon, churchwide representative to the assembly; he is Director for Missional Leadership and Director 

for Candidacy in the Congregational and Synodical Mission unit of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America.  Pastor Villalon also developed and oversees the Theological Education for Emerging Ministry 

Program.  Bishop Gafkjen also asked Dr. Rev. George Heider, Dept. of Theology Chair of Valparaiso 

University to stand and be recognized.  He also recognized Shirla Langknecht and Shari Ayers of Trinity 

Lutheran Seminary and Rev. Vicki Garber, our Synod’s representative on the Churchwide Council.  He 

announced that Stacy Kruse, ELCA Portico Vice President and Chief Financial Officer will be at a table 

outside the plenary hall to answer questions as well as lead a breakout this afternoon.  Bishop Gafkjen 

gave thanks to David Rees for his past service in his role as parliamentarian and as Indiana-Kentucky 

Synod attorney.  He introduced Josh Tatum who is serving as parliamentarian for the Synod Assembly.  

He asked the ELCA Glocal Musicians to introduce themselves as they lead the devotions.  Chris Burrus, 

Danielle Burrus’ son is a member of the group.   

Bishop Gafkjen made several announcements.  He reminded individuals to get their name tags 

and voting credentials.  He gave thanks to Thrivent for providing the refreshments during registration 

yesterday and to the Hilton for the coffee and tea this morning.  He announced the offering of $4,503.01 

at last evening’s worship service and that it was dedicated for the Indiana-Kentucky Campus Ministries.  

He announced that if individuals are on social media the hashtag to use is #ikassembly13 and he 

tweeted a picture of the Synod Assembly from the stage.  He noted the weaving project hanging in the 
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plenary hall which was a collaborative weaving project last year representing part of the beauty of the 

body of Christ and thanked Linda Henke for her leadership in the project.  Lost and found items are in 

the hall at the information kiosk.  The approved April Synod Council minutes are available on the 

information table in the lobby.   

PRELIMINARY REPORT ON REGISTRATION AND ATTENDANCE 

At 9:00 a.m., Bishop Gafkjen invited to the podium Synod Assembly Planning Committee Chair 

Mike Anderson for a preliminary report of registration for the 26th annual Indiana-Kentucky Synod 

Assembly.  Registrants so far included 224 lay voting members, 141 rostered voting members and 97 

non-voting registered visitors. 

Secretary Bush confirmed and the Bishop declared that a quorum was present for transaction of 

business at the 26th annual Indiana-Kentucky Synod Assembly. 

PRESENTATION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

Secretary Judy Bush presented the proposed agenda, including proposed Rules of Assembly at 

the bottom of page 3, as recommended for adoption by the Synod Council.  She noted that there were 

slight changes from the proposed copy previously distributed so that the vice presidential nominees 

would have time to address the assembly.  The revised proposed agenda are available on blue paper.  

There being no discussion, it was 

VOTED:  SA/2013/1:  that the Synod Assembly agenda recommended by the Indiana-

Kentucky Synod Council in SC/2013/38 be adopted. 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES 

Secretary Bush announced that the Synod Council had appointed the following 2013 Synod 

Assembly Committees: 

Reference and Counsel Committee -- Pastor Tim Knauff, chair, Pastor Wendy Piano, Jane Aicher, 

Marilyn Saum, Pastor Steve Wood, David Reese, Josh Tatum, and Assistant to the Bishop Pastor Rudy 

Mueller 

Minutes Committee –Tom Barker, Rita Betts, Secretary Judy Bush (ex officio), Liz Michael, Sue 

Miller, Marilyn Saum, and Paul Trickel 

Elections Committee – Bernie Augenstein, Chair, assisted by volunteers from various 

congregations 

Registration and Attendance Committee – Members of the Synod Assembly Planning 

Committee, Synod Staff and volunteers from various congregations.   

NOMINATIONS REPORTS 

Secretary Bush first noted that there are three lay positions that are open on the Synod Council.  

Lay positions on Synod Council represent their conferences so the conference nominates the individual 
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for the position and there are no nominations from the floor.  She then announced the nomination of 

the following two individuals by their respective conferences to serve three-year terms as lay members 

of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod Council: 

East Kentucky Conference – Paul Trickel 

Northwest Indiana Conference – Nancy Morgan Walter 

There is a three year opening on the Synod Council for a lay female from the North Central 

Conference but there is no nominee at this time.   

Pursuant to S10.07.03, no further nominations were permitted from the floor, and it therefore was 

VOTED:  SA/2013/2:  that Paul Trickel and Nancy Morgan Walter be declared elected to 

three-year terms as lay members of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod Council. 

On behalf of the Synod Assembly Nominating Committee, Chair Pastor Steve Schwier then 

presented the following nominations from that committee, for all of which positions additional 

nominations may be made from the floor pursuant to S9.03: 

Synod Council Clergy (three positions)—Pastors Jerald Wayne Mielke, Charles Strietelmeier, 

Pamela E. Thiede, and Tom W. Vanselow  The floor was opened for additional nominations; 

there being no additional nominations, Bishop Gafkjen declared the nominations closed for 

Synod Council Clergy.   

Synod Council Youth (one position) John Andrew Landschulz   

There being no other nominations for Synod Council Youth, the Bishop declared the 

nominations closed and it was  

VOTED:  SA/2013/3:  that John Andrew Landschulz be declared elected to a two-year term 

as youth member of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod Council. 

Synod Council Young Adult (one position) -- Elizabeth Olivia Brochin and Danielle C. Nuss   The 

floor was opened for additional nominations; there being no additional nominations, Bishop 

Gafkjen declared the nominations closed for Synod Council Young Adult.   

Consultation Committee (two female clergy positions – one six-year position and one 

completing the one year remaining of a vacant position) -- Nan Dehnke  Dr. Patricia McIntire was 

nominated from the floor but she is not clergy so she didn’t qualify for the opening.  The floor 

was opened for additional nominations.  There being no additional nominations for Consultation 

Committee, Bishop Gafkjen declared the nominations closed and announced that the Synod 

Council would be responsible for filling the vacancy and it was  

VOTED:  SA/2013/4:  that Pastor Nan Dehnke be declared elected to a six-year term on the 

Consultation Committee. 
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Discipline Committee (six positions – four clergy positions with one male and one female for a 

six year term and one male and one female for four year term, one lay female six year term and 

one lay male six year term) – Pastor Catherine Burnette (six year term), Pastor Karen Husby 

(four year term), Pastor Dennis Wenzel (six year term) and lay female Carolyn Filzer and lay male 

Jimmie Buchanan Moore   The floor was opened for additional nominations.  There being no 

additional nominations for Discipline Committee, Bishop Gafkjen declared the nominations 

closed and announced that the Synod Council would be responsible for filling the vacancy and it 

was  

VOTED:  SA/2013/5:  that Pastor Catherine Burnette, Pastor Dennis Wenzel, Carolyn Filzer, 

and Jimmie Buchanan Moore be declared elected to a six-year terms on the Discipline 

Committee and that Pastor Karen Husby be declared elected to a four year term on the 

Discipline Committee. 

Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Board (one clergy position for a three year term) —Pastor Adam 

Ruschau and Pastor Ladona J. Webb 

Trinity Seminary Board (one lay male position for remainder of four-year term) Karl Freburg and 

Garry G. Pook 

The floor was opened for additional nominations.  There being no additional nominations for 

these positions, Bishop Gafkjen declared the nominations closed and announced that voting will take 

place in the hall at tables at 11:00 a.m. 

VICE PRESIDENT NOMINEES ADDRESS THE ASSEMBLY 

Bishop Gafkjen introduced Synod Council member Paul Trickel, A MEMBER OF THE Vice 

President Nominating Committee.  He thanked Jerry Mielke and Gary Manning for their prayers, 

assistance and guidance in their service on the nominating committee.  The Synod Council decided to 

close nominations after an extensive search and not allow nominations from the floor.  Paul called the 

Vice President nominees Tom Barker and Ted Miller to the dais.  Each was asked to give a brief address, 

including their bio, their understanding of the Vice President’s role, and their vision for the Indiana-

Kentucky Synod.   

David Rees pointed out that the synod constitution allows for nominations from the floor.  The 

Bishop pointed out that the Synod Council considered the constitutional provision but chose not to 

allow nominations from the floor.  Pastor Tim Kramer said he didn’t understand.  The Bishop reiterated 

that the Synod Council considered that the constitution specifies that additional nominations “may” not 

“shall” be made and considered the fact that communication was adequate for getting nominations.  

Paul Trickel stated that due to the vetting process the Synod Council made the decision but realized the 

Synod Assembly could override the decision and allow nominations from the floor.  Dan Traver from 

Ascension Lutheran Church, Louisville, Kentucky, moved that the assembly continue forward with the 

election.  After second by voice vote the Synod Assembly  



7 

VOTED:  SA/2013/6:  that the Synod Assembly continue forward with the election for Vice 

President without additional nominations.   

Bishop Gafkjen Informed the Assembly of the voting practices within the plenary hall.  No voting 
will occur outside area outside the plenary; it will be done in the plenary hall.  When it is the appointed 
time, voting members (ONLY those with YELLOW or BLUE name tags) will be asked to hold up red/green 
(yes/no) cards to receive a ballot.  A brief time will be given to fill out ballots which will be at 11:00am, 
right after the first keynote session and the Bishop’s New Vision for a New Day update.  The pages will 
collect the ballots – please hold them up as you are finished. 

TIME OF VOICE 

Bishop Gafkjen opened the assembly to a Time of Voice for participants to share with the 

Assembly.  Pastor Jennifer Owen is on the board of the Indiana-Kentucky Synodical Organization of 

Women of the ELCA.  She spoke about the convention in Columbus Indiana, August 2-3, 2013, entitled 

“New Hope, New Growth, New Faith.”  

Pastor Vicki Garber spoke as the representative to the Churchwide Council.  She spoke about 

what the churchwide does and what a remarkable church we have.  Our ELCA is highly involved in 

expressing care and love in the world.   

Astrid Richwine, lay voting member from St. Paul Lutheran Church, Bluffton, Indiana, expressed 

her joy growing up in the church.  She thanked the Assembly for last night honoring those who have 

served the church.   

Pastor Paul Meier, Malaria Team Chair, thanked all for their support of the malaria campaign.  

He reported that $138,342 had been collected by the synod for the malaria campaign.  He reported that 

the resistance issue with malaria medicines is being addressed and that the team is comfortable with 

the work that is being done worldwide to address the issue.   

Mary Hall, lay voting member from St. Thomas in Richmond, Kentucky, expressed her gratitude 

for Pastor Barry.  He has helped her to understand that God has a plan for her.  She wouldn’t be here if it 

wasn’t for this church.    

KEYNOTE/BIBLE STUDY SESSION I 

Bishop Gafkjen invited the Reverend Dr. Rolf Jacobson to the dais for the first keynote 

presentation.  He prayed for Pastor Jacobson and presented him with a gift.  Pastor Jacobson teaches 

Old Testament at Luther Seminary.  His presentation was on the Psalms, “The Psalms Out Loud:  The 

Sound of Faith in Daily Life”.  There were two desired outcomes for his two keynote presentations:  

know how the psalms connect to daily life and know one sentence of praise, one sentence of lament 

and one sentence of trust well enough to use in daily life.  He asked the group to repeat after him; “The 

Lord God is good; his steadfast love endures forever.”  A story about his seven year old son who 

spontaneously started singing alleluia chorus illustrated that we should learn songs in church so we can 

say them and use and sing them in daily life.  But he asserted that we have gotten that backwards.  

Church should be a rehearsal for life.  At one time we could assume that everyone was Christian in the 
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United States and that we measured if they were active by whether they were in church.  We decided to 

measure two things –- worship attendance and giving which has been devastating in how we measure 

congregations.  What if we measure things from the Bible that are important, for instance, how many 

times we pray, what we do for others, but those things are hard to measure.  In other countries 

Lutherans don’t use the same measurements.  He had assembly repeat after him – “the Lord is good.  

His steadfast love endures forever.”  Praise is giving to your neighbor and giving yourself away to God.  

Praise language in the secular world helps create positive self esteem and is what is used in schools.  

Sales people are taught to praise others to help sales.  Why does God need our praise?  He had the 

assembly turn to Psalm 100 “For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his 

faithfulness to all generations.”  That is why we praise God so a generation yet unborn will know God.  

We should praise God so that we know him in daily life and can praise him in daily life.  When someone 

says “Praise God, his steadfast love endures forever,” we know how to praise in daily life.  We should get 

comfortable praising God in daily life.  He had the assembly repeat the verse.  We made a mistake with 

the new hymnals; originally hymnals were for use in both church and home.  Now they are thought of 

exclusively for church.  He gave the group time to share personal stories when they could praise God.  

Practiced praise can be done as testimony.  It is witness.  Praise is about your relationship with God.  It is 

about giving ourselves to others and giving ourselves to God.  The first type of praise is third person: 

“Praise the Lord for he is good.”  The second is first person and is not among equals.  We are not God.  

We are not capable in and of ourselves to be the Lord of our own life.  We need God to teach us the 

righteousness and way of the Lord.  If each of us was to be ourselves as we are advised in the secular 

world, that means we would love our sinful selves.  God comes to us in an unequal relationship.  Second 

form of prayer we say “God, I praise you.”  When we have table grace, we are doing the second form of 

prayer by saying thank you.  Every day, I will bless you is from the Hebrew and is part of giving ourselves 

away to God.  He led the assembly in singing “How Great Thou Art”.  He closed by summarizing that he 

wanted the individuals to have a better sense of how psalms work in our daily life and want individuals 

to have a praise phrase to use as a way to give ourselves away to others and giving ourselves to God.   

NEW VISION FOR A NEW DAY UPDATE, part 1 

Bishop Gafkjen shared a video from Trinity Seminary.  He shared a quote from a reading, God is 

recreating, renewing, inspiring, making us new and a quote from Isaiah 43: “I am about to do a new 

thing, do you not perceive it.”  He is seeing good things happening throughout the synod.  He listed all 

the synod staff and the work that they are doing.  He thanked Liz Michael for her work in the synod and 

as vice president.  He encouraged the assembly to stop and thank the staff.  The Synod Assembly 

applauded expressing thanks for the synod staff.  Mission support is $25,000 ahead of where it was last 

year at this time.  He thanked the assembly for that.  For the second year in a row those in the synod 

using the synod health insurance have met the required percentage taking the health assessment; in 

fact it is by a higher percentage than last year.  It will mean all will save 2% on premium meaning 

$38,000.  And $19,000 will come back to the synod.   

Goshen congregations are moving toward one congregation at multiple sites.  Congregations 

have participated in small congregation workshops.  Generosity of this synod toward the malaria 

campaign is notable.  There is a growing awareness and willingness to engage young adults and 
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engaging in listening campaigns.  First Lutheran in Louisville is looking at ways to increase their care for 

those in need.  He challenged all to continue new ways to serve.   

The Glocal Musicians closed this section by leading the assembly in the singing of “Give Me 

Jesus.” 

FIRST BALLOT 

Before voting Pastor David Fleener offered prayer from floor microphone.  Voting took place in 

the plenary hall.  Pages distributed ballots to those voting member with YELLOW/BLUE name tags and 

those who held up their red/green (yes/no) voting cards. A brief time was given to complete the ballots. 

The pages collected the ballots as people finished. 

ELCA CHURCHWIDE GREETINGS 

Bishop Gafkjen invited Reverend Dr. Gregory J. Villalon, ELCA Director for Missional Leadership 

& Candidacy, to the dais for his address.  He offered prayer and presented Pastor Villalon with a gift. 

Pastor Villalon began his remarks by stating that he likes that we refer to the Indiana-Kentucky 

Synod as mission territory.  He extended greetings from ELCA Bishop Hanson and Stephen Bouman, 

Executive Director of Congregational and Synodical Mission.  It is an exciting time to be part of the 

church.  So much is happening to impact our lives and the lives of the world.  We are more than 10,000 

congregations and four million members in sixty-five synods.  We are a big church and we don’t know 

each other.  His excitement about the ELCA is similar to the excitement of his six year old grandson, very 

excited.  Come and see what God is doing in our lives.  On September 8 we will celebrate 25 years of 

always being made new.  We are a church that is deeply rooted in the love of God, gathered by the Holy 

Spirit, to share the Good News.  The priority is to accompany the people of God in their work, in their 

neighborhoods.  The second priority is to walk with you throughout the world.  We have been claimed 

and gathered and are always being made new.  God is a living and grace filled God. That is what it means 

to be a part of the ELCA.  He shared a video from Bishop Hanson.  Our God is an awesome God.  There is 

so much that we can do together, more than any one congregation or synod can do alone.  We really 

need each other.  There is so much that we can do as partners.  He thanked those present for their 

support as we do God’s work in this world.  You have trained leaders through mission support, 

addressed hunger, prayed and worked for peace in the world, started 58 new congregations last year 

(some in this mission territory).  Fifty percent of new congregations were in multicultural communities 

and some in communities experiencing poverty.  We were able to support one hundred fifty-eight 

ministries that are revitalizing.  Two congregations in the Indiana-Kentucky Synod received revitalizing 

funds.  He thanked Nancy Nyland for the work that she is doing in this territory.  He sees Jesus in our 

faces.  Because of our partnership we have been a part of supporting 1500 candidates that are preparing 

for the ministry and twenty-seven are from this mission territory.  Because of our partnerships we 

support twenty-six colleges and eight seminaries.  Because of our partnership we help eradicate poverty 

and hunger in fifty countries throughout the world, $18.5 million.  Our mission territory gave $303,000 

to fight hunger and poverty.  We have raise to $7.7 million to respond to disasters and the Indiana-

Kentucky Synod gave $152,000 for disaster relief.  Nine ELCA domestic hunger grants came to this 
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mission territory.  The Indiana-Kentucky Synod support seventeen ELCA missionaries.  We have provided 

forty scholarships for international students.  In 2006-2007 that we as partners provided a scholarship to 

Leymah Roberta Gbowee, a Lutheran Liberian peace activist, who was awarded the Nobel prize in 2011.  

As part of the ELCA we are sending fifty-six young people to go out into the world for global ministry.  

We are nearly half way to our goal of $15 million for malaria.  In us he sees Jesus alive and well.  In 

August we will be gathering in Pittsburg in churchwide assembly.  We will adopt a social statement on 

criminal justice and the documents can be found on ELCA website.  We will be electing the presiding 

bishop and the secretary of the church.  In us he sees Jesus.  He closed by again thanking the assembly.   

Bishop Gafkjen announced that there was paper on the tables for questions.  Pastor Villalon will 

answer them at dinner. 

TREASURER’S REPORT AND MISSION PLAN (BUDGET) PRESENTATION 

Treasurer Sue Miller and Finance Committee Chair Paul Trickel were invited to the dais.  In her 

first report as Synod Treasurer Sue Miller had a PowerPoint presentation and provided an overview of 

synod accounts defining them and explaining how they are used.  She reviewed the fiscal year that 

ended January 31, 2013.  Paul Trickel provided an overview of the proposed fiscal year 2015 budget and 

provided an update on the year’s activities of the Finance Committee.   

Treasurer Miller first described the synod accounts briefly.  Temporarily Restricted funds are not 

budgeted and are given for a specific purpose such as World Hunger, disaster relief, Freed to Lead.  They 

are sometimes referred to as “pass-throughs”.  The Endowment consists of permanently restricted 

assets and non-permanently restricted gifts and bequests.  Council Designated funds which are 

expended at the discretion of the Synod Council are those received through unrestricted bequests, 

proceeds from property sales, and other unspecified contributions.  Operations Fund handles all the 

regular, ongoing activity of the synod and this fund is typically referred to as “the budget”.  Revenue to 

fund the operations of the synod during the last fiscal year amounted to $2.821 million with 63% from 

Mission Support and the remainder of the income from draws from the endowment (Mission 2000 and 

Candidacy Grants), from grants from churchwide (Campus Ministries and Compensation Offsets), from 

Freed to Lead, and from registrations and fees for workshops or events.    

Mission support increased 7.1 percent from 2005-06 to 2007-08 but decreased 33.8 percent in 

the last four years.  There were 47.1 percent of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod congregations increasing 

mission support and 11.5 percent maintaining their current level of mission support during the last fiscal 

year.  She pointed out that Mission Support by Congregation is available on the pre-assembly disc.   

The draw from the Endowment is based on an approved spending policy.  The policy allows a 5% 

draw based on a 36 month rolling average keeping the principal intact.  The policy also prohibits 

spending from the endowment if it is below its historic gift value on February 1, the first day of the fiscal 

year.  The endowment has accumulated earnings of $738,517 over the historic gift value.   

Every year the synod is audited by an independent, outside firm.  The audit provides additional 

assurance that the synod’s financial statements represent a true and accurate reflection of the financial 
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condition of the synod, as well as provides an opportunity for recommendations for improvement.  The 

audit firm provided an unqualified opinion, which means they have no reservations about the integrity 

of the financial statements, and noted no Material Weaknesses or Significant Deficiencies.   

The 2013-14 budget remains a “bare bones” budget.  Most reductions that were in the previous 

budget have been carried forward.  It relies on one-time funds to balance and it represents investment 

in the future.   

She pointed out where additional resources regarding synod finance may be found.  On the pre-

assembly disc is the treasurer’s report, the FY 2014-15 budget summary, and mission support by 

congregation.  On the Indiana-Kentucky website the audited financial statements, the endowment 

spending policy and the investment policy may be found.  And detailed financial statements, the 

detailed budget or answers to other questions may be obtained by contacting the treasurer by email.  

She also announced that there more detailed discussion would be available in the upcoming break-out 

session.  She closed by thanking the Synod Finance Committee – Paul Trickel (chair), Marty Mielke, Brian 

Schwarz, Doug Marsh, herself, and Susan Prenatt (consultant) and Bishop Gafkjen and the Indiana-

Kentucky Synod Staff.   

Finance Chair Trickel presented the recommended 2014-15 budget.  The Finance Committee 

recommended to the Synod Council, which recommends to the Synod Assembly, a balanced budget for 

2014-15 based upon mission support of $1.9 million which is unchanged from the 2013-14 budget.  The 

proposed budget continues 52% of the mission support to the ELCA with income and expenditures of 

$2,409,575.  Chair Trickel pointed out that copies of the proposed budget were available in the hall and 

also on the pre-assembly disc.  He discussed the few changes that were made and reasons for those 

changes.  The budget is balanced using Council Designated Funds as necessary and those funds are 

declining; a reliance on Council Designated Funds cannot be sustained.  He advocated for making the 

Indiana-Kentucky Synod the X where we give our dollars. 

PRESENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS FROM REFERENCE AND COUNSEL 

Bishop Gafkjen introduced Pastor Tim Knauff, chair of the Reference and Counsel Committee.  

Pastor Knauff thanked everyone for the privilege to serve on the Reference and Counsel Committee.  

The work of the committee is to help those assembled to do their work in the synod.  He reported on 

one of the resolutions from the 2012 Synod Assembly, R-12-03, which urged discontinuation of the 

malaria work because of the resistance to strains of medication but as we have heard reported earlier 

the concern is being addressed.  The committee recommends that that resolution, R-12-03, remain with 

the malaria task force.  He discussed the resolutions that were submitted for this year’s assembly 

consideration and the committee’s recommendation regarding each one.  There were five resolutions 

submitted.  The committee is recommending that Resolutions R-13-03, R-13-04 and R-13-05 be 

substituted by R-13-06 and he illustrated the changes and commented that the changes had been 

discussed with those submitting the resolutions. 

Bishop Gafkjen made the following announcements before lunch:  Pre-purchased box lunches 

were available in the lobby, have your ticket ready; Valparaiso students and their parents are to gather 
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for a photo; See list of lunch conversations for topics and locations; Remember to submit questions for 

Reverend Dr. Gregory J. Villalon, the ELCA Representative by 1:30 p.m. to the information kiosk; If you 

brought donations for LSSI, there is a collection table outside plenary hall; LSSI guests will be at dinner to 

collect our gifts; and Be back here ready to go at 1:30. 

LUNCH 

PLENARY SESSION II 

Bishop Gafkjen called the after session to order and opened with devotions by the Glocal 

Musicians leading in song and prayer.   

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE SYNOD 

Looking back on the last year in the Synod Council, Secretary Bush reported that the council has 

built upon the good practices and initiatives from the last Synod Assembly – New Vision for a New Day.  

The Synod Council has spent time discussing the four priorities of the New Vision for a New Day 

emphasis.  The focus has been on helping individual congregations to grow in mission with an outward 

focus.  The issue of pay day lending is one that the council has considered at the November, January, 

and April meetings to bring before the assembly as a part of that missional emphasis.  Council members 

individually and as a group have prayerfully worked to represent the individuals and congregations of 

the synod.   

The synod council acts as the board of directors of the synod and serves as its interim legislative 

authority between meetings of the Synod Assembly.  Members are elected by the Synod Assembly.  

There are four officers:  the bishop, vice president, secretary and treasurer; the bishop serves a six year 

term and the other officers serve four year terms.  Additionally, there is one lay member from each of 

the ten conferences, eight clergy under call, one youth and one young adult member.  The adult 

members serve three year terms and the youth serves a two year term.  Both the youth member and 

the young adult member as well as the clergy members are elected at large by the Synod Assembly upon 

nomination by the Nominating Committee.  Lay members representing conferences are nominated by 

their conference with no nominations from the Synod Assembly or from the Nominating Committee.  

There may be two persons of color and /or persons whose primary language is other than English; 

currently there is only one council member meeting that criterion.  Vacancies that are not filled by 

Synod Assembly are filled by Synod Council until the next Synod Assembly.   

The Indiana-Kentucky Synod Council has met five times this year since our last synod assembly.  

In September, November, January and April the council met on a Friday evening and the following 

Saturday And then the council met Friday morning prior to the opening of the assembly.  Minutes of 

those meetings are available on the website after approval.  The April minutes were approved yesterday 

so there are copies of those at the information kiosk.  Also, available on the website are the minutes for 

recent Synod Assemblies.   

Each Synod Council meeting devotes time for Bible study and sharing of the Eucharist.  Dwelling 

in the Word has continued since the 2012 Synod Assembly.  During each meeting congregational 
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constitutional changes have been reviewed and the work of the congregations is appreciated in 

maintaining current constitutions.  Also, changes in the status of pastors have been reviewed during 

each meeting.  Reports from staff members are shared as well as reports from committees and task 

forces.   

The changes in the format of Synod Assembly have been discussed throughout the year during 

the Synod Council meetings.  It was decided in November to hold the Synod Assembly meetings in 2014 

and 2015 in Indianapolis. 

The proposed FY15 Budget was approved for presentation to the synod assembly during the 

January Synod Council meeting.  Preparations for the 2013 Synod Assembly were a primary area of 

decision making during the April meeting.  After discussion of the changes from previous assemblies the 

agenda for the 2013 Synod Assembly was approved for presentation to the assembly; synod assembly 

committees were approved, the compensation guideline changes were approved for presentation to the 

assembly, and responsibilities of synod council members during the assembly were discussed.   

She closed by stating, “I see the assembly as a time of fellowship with my Lutheran family, 

opportunities for meaningful worship, and inspiration for continued service in our mission together as 

we are always being made new.  It is with a deep sense of gratitude that I have the opportunity to serve 

you and I look forward to the year ahead with much anticipation.”    

A CONVERSATION REGARDING “A MESSAGE ON PAYDAY LENDING” 

Reverend Wendy Piano, Synod Council member, serves Grace Lutheran Church in Syracuse, 

Indiana.  She came to the podium as a member of Synod Council to bring before the assembly the issue 

of payday lending.  She told the story of Susan, a grandmother who took out a payday loan to help in a 

crisis situation.  The payday loan is a short term loan that must be totally paid or renewed on the due 

date.  The problem for Susan was that at the end of two weeks she didn’t have the money to repay the 

loan.  It cascaded into a financial crisis with the continual renewal and additional fees.  An anonymous 

donor paid off her loan which far exceeded her original indebtedness.  After that she was hounded by 

the payday lender to take out another loan.  Instead of helping with a financial crisis the loan created a 

new financial crisis exacerbating the situation.   

Bishop Gafkjen introduced twelve minute table conversations with directed questions regarding 

payday lending.  At the close of the table conversations, Bishop Gafkjen introduced Pastor Ron Luckey 

who is the co-chair of the Synod Core Team for closing remarks and additional information.  Pastor 

Luckey expressed his hope that members of the assembly would join the team in trying to get the 

Indiana and Kentucky legislators to pass a bill to cap loan rates in each state.  The bishop will be 

speaking out.  The pastors and congregations will be busy working with legislators.  The core team will 

work specifically to get the rates caps.  The core team and Synod Council hope assembly members will 

be busy sharing the materials that were distributed.  The materials lay out the Biblical and theological 

foundation.  Also, hope that congregations will use the study guide to further the education and learning 

regarding the practice.  By the tens of thousands families are affected by the practice.  He is angry about 

the issue.  It is a cold anger that seethes inside and makes one do something.  This practice creates a 
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new crisis every two weeks.  We need to encourage legislators to do the right thing for those in their 

districts.  The journey will be long and the victory will not be easy.  The payday lenders have powerful 

lobby efforts.  They have been working five years in Kentucky to get the item on the floor.  And in 

Indiana we are starting from scratch.  The industry makes its money by keeping people in debt.  It is 

called setting the captives free.   

REPORT OF THE VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE SYNOD 

Bishop Gafkjen called Vice President Liz Michael to the podium.  She began her report by stating 

that God has a funny sense of humor referring to the fact that she had lost her voice and could only 

speak barely above a whisper.  We started off the council meeting with laughing yoga which was great 

to let the spirit roll in.  She had a gift for all of the assembly and proceeded to show a video featuring Kid 

President wishing everyone an awesome day and introducing Kid Bishop who emphatically shared the 

Gospel.  She asked everyone to stand and asked how many are willing to get on a plane with me – stay 

standing, get on a plane with a parachute, stay standing, get on a plane without a parachute, stay 

standing.  What if I told you the plane was on the ground?  How many would get on without a 

parachute.  The word that has gotten a bad name is ‘change’.  In order for our ministry to grow, it 

probably needs to change.  We need to ask not only where have we been but most importantly where 

are we going.  All are welcome.  It has been a pleasure to serve the synod by being synod council leader.  

She thanked several people, Bishop Stuck, Bishop Gafkjen, former treasurer Kate Knoerzer, secretaries, 

other staff members, and synod council members.  She then asked officers and Synod Council members 

to stand.  She had no idea how exciting it is be in the church today.  Sitting with conferences tomorrow 

is exciting.  It is all about sharing God’s love and Jesus who died for us.  What is important is that it is 

about God’s love.  We are so gifted as a synod and as a church.  I am so proud of our synod.  She has 

learned much as she has met with other vice presidents and bishops and meeting the new president of 

Wittenberg.  We need to remain open to the Holy Spirit as we meet others and to look for the Christ in 

their eyes -- looking for the love of Christ even when we may not feel Him.  Do not forget the joy; open 

the doors of your churches and open your arms to those around you.  If we do that we won’t have to 

worry about the attendance and giving figures.  We will be filled with the Holy Spirit.  Look at your 

congregation and see what it feels like to be a stranger walking in.  How many of you feel passionate 

about something in your congregation; she asked individuals who felt passionate about their ministry 

and then asked them to shout out what it is they feel passionate about.  Thank you for all you do and 

your special gifts and what you do outside the building.  Let loose of all your stuff and find something 

that you do feel passionate about and let God shine through those eyes.  Thank you for sharing the love 

of God.  She stated that it was painful to not be able to sing during worship last evening but she was 

able to listen and it was exciting.  The music that we share in our church is awesome.  Woo Hoo to all of 

you!  Share God’s love to all.  And remember “it’s about Jesus, people.” 

REPORT OF ELECTIONS COMMITTEE 

At 2:45 p.m. Bishop Gafkjen invited Elections Chair Bernie Augenstein to the dais for a report of 

the results of the general election ballot, with Bishop Gafkjen declaring elections as follows: 
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Synod Council – Vice-President (350 votes cast – 176 required for election) 

Tom Barker – 65 votes 

Ted Miller – 285 votes 

SA/2013/7:  Ted Miller was declared elected to a four year term as Vice President of the 

Synod.   

Synod Council – Clergy (336 votes cast – 169 required for election) 

Pastor Jerald W. Mielke – 240 votes 

Pastor Charles Strietelmeier – 284 votes 

Pastor Pamela E. Thiede – 279 votes 

Pastor Tom W. Vanselow – 196 votes 

SA/2013/8:  Pastors Jerald W. Mielke, Charles Strietelmeier, and Pamela E. Thiede were 

declared elected to three-year terms on the Indiana-Kentucky Synod Council.   

Synod Council – Young Adult (234 votes cast – 118 required for election) 

Elizabeth Olivia Brochin – 153 votes 

Danielle C. Nuss – 181 votes 

SA/2013/9: Danielle C. Nuss was declared elected to a three year term on the Indiana-

Kentucky Synod Council. 

Outdoor Ministries Board (320 votes cast – 161 required for election) 

Pastor Adam Ruschau – 148 votes 

Pastor Ladona J. Webb – 172 votes 

SA/2013/10: Pastor Ladona J. Webb was declared elected to a three year term to the 

Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Corporation Board.   

Trinity Seminary Board (323 votes cast – 162 required for election) 

Garry G. Pook – 163 votes 

Karl Freburg – 160 votes 

SA/2013/11: Garry G. Pook was declared elected to the remaining three years of a four 

year term to the Trinity Seminary Board.   

No second general ballot was necessary.  Pastor Vicki Blough led prayer from the floor 

microphone giving thanks for those elected to serve. 

COMPENSATION GUIDELINES 

At 2:55 p.m. Bishop Gafkjen invited to the dais Assistant to the Bishop Pastor Rudy Mueller for 

presentation, on behalf of the Compensation Guidelines Committee, of the proposed minimum 



16 

standards for compensation for ELCA Rostered Clergy and ELCA Associates in Ministry, Deaconesses and 

Diaconal Ministers.  Synod Council recommended adoption of the proposed minimum standards in 

SC/2013/31.  Pastor Mueller stated that the recommendations will take effect upon action of the Synod 

Assembly and referred first to the recommended minimum standards for rostered clergy.  On page 8 the 

health benefits being recommended and that most closely resemble the current ELCA Primary health 

coverage are the Gold Level on the State Insurance Exchanges which will become effective on January 1, 

2014, as required by the Affordable Care Act.  This plan will be matched by Portico Gold Level and is the 

recommendation as the standard for pastors under call.  He noted that the exact contribution amounts 

for 2014 are not known yet.  On page 16 the recommended COLA is 2.1% for pastors already under call.  

On page 21 is the chart used for those being called and represents a 1.7% COLA.  On page 27 is a 

recommended increase in the minimum per diem for interim pastors to $160.   Seeing no questions the 

recommendation of the Synod Council was presented for vote and by voice vote it was 

VOTED:  SA/2013/12:  that the recommended 2013-2014 Minimum Standards for 

Compensation for ELCA Rostered Clergy be adopted.   

Pastor Mueller then directed attention to the recommended minimum standards for 

compensation for ELCA Associates in Ministry, Deaconesses, and Diaconal Ministers.  The Portico Gold 

Level is also being recommended, the recommended for COLA for those currently under call is 2.1% and 

for those being called (chart on page 19) is 1.7%.  The proposal was on the floor for discussion and a call 

was made for the vote based on the recommendations proposed by the Synod Council and the Synod 

Assembly  

VOTED:  SA/2013/13:  that the recommended 2013-2014 Minimum Standards for 

Compensation for ELCA Associates in Ministry, Deaconesses, and Diaconal Ministers be 

adopted.   

Pastor Mueller closed by thanking the compensation committee and Pastor Jim Kuchera, chair.  

Bishop Gafkjen reported that Stacy Kruse is available from Portico to answer questions during a break 

out session.   

Bishop Gafkjen announced another partnership that we have and that is with Mosaic.  A three 

minute video was shown featuring Mosaic in their 100th year.  Their goal is to promote a life of 

possibilities for those with intellectual disabilities.   

REFERENCE AND COUNSEL 

At 3:15 p.m., Bishop Gafkjen invited back to the dais Reference and Counsel Committee Chair 

Pastor Tim Knauff.  On behalf of the Committee, the Chair first brought to the floor R-13-01, a resolution 

recognizing the service of William “Randy” Amos (1938-2013).  He read the resolve section; the 

Reference and Counsel Committee recommended adoption.  By applause it was  

VOTED:  SA/2013/14:  that R-13-01 be adopted as follows:   

Whereas: Our fellow servant in Christ Randy Amos returned to his Lord on January 26, 

2013; and 
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Whereas: Randy served the Indiana-Kentucky Synod in many capacities, most notably as 

an audio, visual, and television specialist at many Synod Assemblies; and 

Whereas: Randy served the South Central Conference as a long-time member of the South 

Central Conference Council, serving for many years as Secretary and as Lay Member; and 

Whereas: Randy was an active member of his congregation, St. Mark Lutheran Church of 

Louisville, KY; and 

Whereas: Randy actively served as a member of many other organizations, and served his 

country as a member of the Air National Guard; 

Therefore be it Resolved that we recognize and honor William “Randy” Amos for his life of 

faith and service to his God, his Church, and his community. 

Chair Knauff next brought R-13-02 to the floor, submitted by Pastors Steve Schwier and Karen 

Strietelmeier.  The resolution concerns support for peacemaking with justice in Israel and Palestine.  The 

committee recommended adoption.   After discussion by voice vote it was  

VOTED:  SA/2013/15:  that R-13-02 be adopted as follows:   

WHEREAS  the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is led by the promise of Jesus Christ 

who said, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God”; and  

WHEREAS,  the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has committed itself to non-

violent responses to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, including the Peace Not Walls 

campaign’s efforts toward strengthening accompaniment, awareness-building, and 

advocacy; and 

WHEREAS, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America can better serve the cause of non-

violent peacemaking by undertaking and advocating for positive approaches rather than 

punitive actions;  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Indiana-Kentucky Synod memorialize the 2013 

Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: 

 (1) to encourage the church’s members, congregations, synods, and agencies to call on 

the President of the United States and their representatives in Congress to commit to a  

goal of facilitating a just and peaceful resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict;  and 

 (2) to call for a specific series of steps that the United States will undertake to support 

that goal, including: 

(a) a clear plan to facilitate a return to the negotiating table for the Israelis and 
Palestinians; and  

 (b) a U.S.-backed proposal for a final-status agreement; and  
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(c) offer positive incentives to the leadership of both Israel and Palestine to act to 
address and ameliorate all human rights abuses and violations of international 
law. 

Chair Knauff then brought R-13-06 to the floor for consideration.  It is a substitute resolution for 

R-13-03, R-13-04, and R-13-05.  Pastor Knauff read the resolve portion of the resolution.  Pastor Tim 

Kraemer moved that the resolve clause having to do with marriage be separated and taken as a separate 

resolution.  The motion was seconded.  A voice vote on the motion was not conclusive so a count was 

taken.  The count was 170 in favor of the motion and 241 against the motion.  There were several 

statements both for and against the resolution.  The question for the vote was called.   The assembly 

voted by raising cards and by a vote of 258 yes and 84 no it was    

VOTED:  SA/2013/16:  that R-13-06 be adopted as follows:   

Whereas, we promise in our Baptismal liturgy “…to trust God, proclaim Christ through 

word and deed, care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace.” 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship (USA: Augsburg Fortress, 2006), p. 228; and 

 

Whereas, the ELCA Social Statement Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust (2009) states that  

1. “the ELCA recognizes that it has a pastoral responsibility to all children of God.” (p. 19) 
2. “supports legislation and policies to protect civil rights” for all and has also “called 

upon congregations and members of this church to welcome, care for, and support 
same-gender couples and their families and to advocate for their legal protection.” (p. 
19) 

3. “will attend to the need for equal protection, equal opportunities, and equal 
responsibilities under the law” for all (p. 33); and 

 
Whereas, U.S. citizens and legal permanent residents are not permitted to sponsor their 
same-gender partners for permanent resident status; and 
 

Whereas, the ELCA, meeting in Assembly (2009)  resolved to “commit itself to finding ways 
to allow congregations that choose to do so to recognize, support, and hold publicly 
accountable lifelong, monogamous, same-gender relationships; and 
 
Whereas, individuals and congregations have requested advice and resources to assist in 
their mission to support same-gender couples and their families; therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED, that the Indiana-Kentucky Synod memorialize the 2013 ELCA Churchwide 
Assembly:  

1. to invite and encourage conversations among this church’s congregations, rostered 
leaders, and the Conference of Bishops regarding the growing trend in state and 
federal laws towards marriage equality and how all the expressions of the ELCA can 
respond to the needs of the neighbor, including discussion and sharing of resources 
that would be most helpful for those wishing to support lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender individuals and couples and their families as we seek to grow into this 
new reality; and 
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2. to invite and encourage conversations among this church’s congregations, rostered 
leaders, and the Conference of Bishops regarding ways that this church can 
advocate for equal protection under the law for same-gender couples and their 
families. 

RESOLVED, that the Indiana-Kentucky Synod, meeting in Assembly, memorialize the 2013 
ELCA Churchwide Assembly to encourage the members of this church to support the 
Uniting American Families Act by communicating with their elected representatives, 
encouraging them to co-sponsor and to support a just, comprehensive reform of U.S. 
immigration law that includes the principles of UAFA; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Indiana-Kentucky Synod, meeting in Assembly, memorialize the 2013 
ELCA Churchwide Assembly to call upon Congress to take up and pass legislation that 
would prohibit employment discrimination on the basis of actual or perceived sexual 
orientation or gender identity. and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Indiana-Kentucky Synod, meeting in Assembly, call upon members of 
this Synod to speak publically to support legislation at the state and local levels of 
government that would prohibit employment discrimination on the basis of actual or 
perceived sexual orientation or gender identity. 

The Bishop stated that we have talked of new ministries, new starts, and emerging 

congregations.  The assembly recognized that Come2Go ministries has organized as a congregation with 

applause.  Bishop offered prayer and then invited Pastor Brian Spahr who can now be called by the 

Come2Go congregation to the microphone.  Pastor Spahr invited the assembly to a reception at the new 

congregation’s meeting space after the evening banquet, Prayer and Commemoration of the Faithful 

Departed.   

AFTERNOON BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

With a reminder that the coffee break sponsored by Mosaic would be available before the 

breakouts and during MissionFest, Bishop Gafkjen dismissed the Assembly at 4:00 p.m. for a break 

followed at 4:15 p.m. by 60-minute breakout sessions.  Assembly participants were invited to select 

from eight sessions including (1) Congregational Mission Planning (presented by the Renewing Mission 

Table Members); (2) God’s Love is a Banquet! The Bible’s Theology of God’s Abundance (presented by 

Rev. Dr. Rolf Jacobson); (3) Faithful Nones: How the Missing “Young Adults” Might Be Calling the Church 

Back to Itself (presented by Rev. Carolyn Lesmeister); (4) Healthy Congregations (presented by Rev. 

Mark Sloss); (5) Leading the Way Through Health Care Reform (presented by Stacy Kruse, Portico Vice 

President); (6) ELCA Malaria Campaign (presented by Jessica Nipp Hacker, ELCA coordinator for the ELCA 

Malaria Campaign and the Rev. Paul Meier); (7) Music and Mission (presented by ELCA Glocal 

Musicians); and (8) Opening Doors to the Community (presented by Rev. David Hively). 

MISSION FEST 

Following the breakout sessions, Assembly participants were invited to join in the MissionFest, 

being held from 5:15 p.m. until 6:15 p.m. and highlighting the various ministries of and related to the 

Indiana-Kentucky Synod.  Free gifts were given to the first 150 people into the MissionFest.  
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EVENING BANQUET 

The Evening Meal began at 6:30 p.m., with prayer team member Pastor Charles Strietelmeier 

offering table grace.  The Combined Children’s Choir from Messiah Lutheran, Fort Wayne, and Mt. 

Pleasant Lutheran, Kendallville sang for the assembly. 

RECOGNITION OF VICE PRESIDENT MICHAEL 

At 7:10 p.m., Secretary Judy Bush came to the podium to recognize Vice President Liz Michael in 

appreciation for her spirited leadership of four years as Indiana-Kentucky Synod Vice President.  Gifts 

from the synod council were presented in genuine appreciation for her leadership and friendship.  

During her first year as Vice President she led the selection of a new bishop of the synod.  Bishop 

Gafkjen shared gifts from the synod staff and also introduced Liz’s husband. 

The Bishop then introduced Lois Noel, vice president of the Indiana-Kentucky Women of the 

ELCA. She brought greetings on behalf of the organization and President Dorothy Nevils.  Their emphasis 

is on gender justice and they celebrate their partnership with the ELCA.  Their synod conference is 

August 2-3 in Columbus, Indiana, which is a girls only event and girls age thirteen through high school 

are welcome.  The Ninth Triennial Convention of Women of the ELCA will be held July 22-24, 2014, in 

Charlotte, N.C. – She thanked all who stopped by their booth today.   

Bishop Gafkjen Introduced Angela Moellering, representative of Lutheran Social Services of 

Indiana.  She noted that we work together and are finding ways to partner.  She thanked the assembly 

for partnering with Lutheran Social Services.  And she particularly thanked the group for all the 

contributions that were brought to the assembly.  She showed pictures of the early learning center on 

the campus of Lutheran Life Villages where children are in contact with seniors.  Children’s village is 

more than childcare; children are taught skills to prepare them for kindergarten.  They also work with 

the family on family financial literacy and budgeting.  They provide home based case management.  

They graduated twenty children as they went on to preschool.  ECHO is a ministry to teen moms; when a 

teen is pregnant she has a 40% chance of graduating but 100% of their teens graduate.  They are 

teaching them life skills and preparing them for post secondary life.  These are challenging times for 

families in poverty.  She referenced Psalm 46 and that though mountains fall in the sea, God is our 

refuge and strength.  Pastors pray for their clients over the phone when requested.  She closed by again 

thanking the assembly for helping them impact families in a major way. 

ELCA QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Beginning at 7:32 p.m., ELCA Churchwide Representative Rev. Dr. Greg Villalon responded to 

several questions submitted by voting members.  First he took off his jacket to show his Indiana-

Kentucky Synod shirt that was a gift earlier in the day.  The first question was ‘How can ELCA churchwide 

focus on what is happening in local congregations.’  He stated that in the churchwide office we no longer 

develop materials and programs and send them out to congregations to implement.  They are listening 

more to congregations to respond to needs identified by congregations.  The top priority is to have 

congregations become centers of evangelical outreach.  The second question was ‘What are the topics 

being discussed in the coming year?’  Memorials from synod assemblies will guide the work of the 
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churchwide assembly in August.  They are working on the social statement on justice for women.  

Another is the formation of leaders; we want congregations to be centers for evangelical outreach with 

a missional emphasis.  One task force is on theological education which will be looking at sharing 

resources among all groups.  They will be focusing on lowering debt.  They are looking at the seminary 

structures, their locations and number.  They are looking at lay worship leaders and ways to identify 

new models of ministry.  By 2016 we hope to have reports on those two areas.  It is no longer a top 

down decision making.  The third question was ‘What are some of the innovative strategies that are 

being used to bring the gospel to others.’  He will pass that question on to Bishop Hanson.  The next 

question was ‘What are some of the ways that the Synod Council can make a difference?’  It can be the 

thread between the synod and the congregations.  Bishop agreed that the council members are a bridge 

– visioning of our mission, congregation council workshops, and having a strong connection with the 

congregation.  The next question was ‘How are needs and priorities set?’  There are two basic priorities.  

We need to have more minorities because we only have 3% who are minorities.  By 2015 people of color 

will be 50% of the United States population.  We need to become a mirror of what this nation is 

becoming.  We do have more people of color on staff.  It is more serious when we look at the number of 

candidates coming from minority population; it was 90 out of 2500, this year the minority number has 

declined and it is of great concern.  We need to determine why that number is declining, particularly 

when the number of minorities in college is increasing.  Particularly the number of American Indians is 

low.  The director of each ethnic group is represented in their planning of his department.  We need to 

do two things because we as a church need to come together and pray for the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit to become an inclusive and welcoming church.  We need to be a welcoming place.  The ELCA has 

existed for 25 years, at that time it was determined that we needed to set up a quota system, which was 

a good step but when do we move beyond the law and let the spirit guide us.  The next question was ‘In 

recent years there have been a number of layoffs of staff at the churchwide level, how are we doing?’  It 

has affected us, there is loss and pain.  Our staff was really hurting the first couple of years.  We had to 

get over the pain and hurt and focus on the claim to be the body of Christ.  There is laughter again in the 

building and there is excitement about what is happening.  It has ears and eyes set on the future.  The 

next question: ‘How can congregations support and encourage the churchwide staff?’  The first thing is 

to pray for each other.  His family prayed for the Indiana-Kentucky Synod.  Continue what we are doing 

as the people of God in the Indiana-Kentucky mission territory.  We need to pray for each other.  He is a 

cancer survivor now six years and had a very rare form of cancer.   He had surgery and he could feel the 

prayers for him.  It was awesome.  To support him, pray.  He expressed that he was so honored to be 

with us.   

TRANSITION TO EVENING PRAYER 

 Bishop Gafkjen made the following announcements:  the evening reception would be at 
come2go.  There will be live music, a cash bar and refreshments.  There is a map for the location and bus 
will be available to transport people to and from come2go.  The session will start at 8:30 Sunday 
morning.  Assembly members should sit by conference for the session Sunday morning.  Tables will be 
marked with conference name.  The Mission Investment Fund has a winner and it is Pastor Laura Altman 
who receive an iPad.  The 2014 Synod Assembly will be June 5-7 at the Indianapolis Marriott East.   
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EVENING PRAYER AND COMMEMORATION OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

At 8:00 p.m. Bishop Gafkjen and Pastor Sue Socha led a service of evening prayer including 

remembrance of the ministry of leaders who passed to the Church Triumphant in the past year—Richard 

Mackey, Lowell Buss, George Hoog, Joan Miller, Donald Stoughton, Randy Amos, Betty Schmidt, Gary 

Anderson, Ronald Schoo, Ruth Johnson, John Malzahn, and Karen Kriesel. 

The evening concluded with a reception at come2go ministries, 323 W. Baker Street, Fort 

Wayne, Indiana.  

Sunday, June 9, 2013 
Bishop Gafkjen called the Assembly to order at 8:30 a.m. which was followed by music and 

prayer led by the ELCA Glocal Musicians.  He thanked the Glocal Musicians and commented that he had 

been thinking that praise of God gives us praise of neighbors and the world.   

KEYNOTE/BIBLE STUDY SESSION II 

The Bishop then invited Rev. Dr. Rolf Jacobson to the dais for the second keynote address.  

Before beginning his address, Bishop Gafkjen invited Pastor Mike Crawford to the microphone for 

prayer.   

Dr. Jacobson thanked everyone and stated, “It is great to be here.”  Also, he expressed thanks 

on behalf of the eight ELCA seminaries.  He focused on how the Psalms connect to our lives and how to 

use them in our daily lives.  We should have prayer partners.  Without them we find that our Christian 

faith has not taught us how to pray and we haven’t practiced it.  Here is how you would use a prayer 

partner – share one high and one low from your day, then the partner prays in thanksgiving about the 

high and prays in lament about the low.  He stated that he leaves it to the individual to go out and find a 

prayer partner.  As a Christian community we gather and pray in lament.  “Lord have mercy.”  Why do 

we do that – because the church is a truth telling community.  One of pieces that makes for a vibrant 

congregation is getting into the Bible.  We wear masks and tell everyone that everything is O.K.  The 

church is a place where we tell the truth.  The prayer for lament has four main parts – the address to 

God, complaint about one’s own life, call for God to act, and praise and trust.  We need to learn this 

simple prayer – Oh Lord, how long must I wait.  Israel had a social safety net – a people, tribe, a clan, a 

household.  The church needs to be a place where we support each other in our pain and suffering.  

What do you say when nothing you can say can make it better – best to say nothing.  Next bring a hot 

dish.  God welcomes our cries so the next thing pray which can be a prayer of lament (how long, have 

mercy, oh Lord).  We cry out to God because we know that God can help us.  Psalm 27: 7 “Hear, O Lord, 

when I cry aloud; be merciful to me and answer me!”  And God spoke to him when he was afraid of 

dying.  The Psalms of trust don’t claim that the world is O.K.  They know it is not but that God is in 

control.   

NEW VISION FOR A NEW DAY UPDATE, part 2 

Bishop Gafkjen reported that a number of individuals in the synod got together with Wesley 

Granberg-Michaelson and worked with him on our vision and mission.  Then four priorities emerged 
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that guide us as to what we are to do in our mission territories and to help the leaders of the mission 

territory.  The four priorities will shape our budgeting, staffing, how we interact.  He stated that in 

conference clusters you will be invited to discuss how you will together in your conference act within 

those four priorities.  Our mission statement:  we will empower, equip and encourage the people of God 

to make Christ known.  We will cultivate Christian communities as centers for mission.  We turn outward 

as we engage in mission.  He quoted Cheryl Peterson that in the New Testament the church receives its 

distinctive character as a church that is sent.  In Acts we see that the church was pushed outside their 

normal boundaries to encounter the world.  The four priorities are to cultivate congregations as centers 

for mission; second, to form and send faith-filled disciples through local congregations as they have 

been transformed, empowered and equipped; third, to deepen and broaden multi-form, multi-

directional collaboration and communication with all of us collaborating together; and fourth, to 

Identify, support and develop missionary leaders who are servant leaders.  There should be table 

conversation with others in your conference about questions on the tables.  Have someone take notes 

to craft the mission and ministry and beyond.   

CONFERENCE CONVERSATIONS 

Assembly members were sitting in table clusters according to conference.  They had twenty 

minutes to discuss the questions and take notes on the conversation.  At the close of the time Bishop 

Gafkjen announced that there will be a retreat in the fall with conference deans and the four priorities 

would be discussed in terms of what ministry would look like with these four priorities.  He quoted 2 

Corinthians 5:17-21.  “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; 

see, everything has become new!  All this is from God who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and 

has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 

counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.  So we are 

ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, 

be reconciled to God.  For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God.”  We are always being made new.   

The Glocal musicians led the last three verses of “Give Me Jesus”.  Bishop Gafkjen led the group in 

prayer.  The Glocal musicians introduced themselves individually.   

TIME OF VOICE 

During a Time of Voice Tasha spoke about the community garden shared by Mt. Pleasant and St. 

Mark’s that it is a super example of prayer and partnership of ministries.  Pastor Dennis Wenzel of 

Immanuel in Plymouth, Indiana, reported that they have been having a lot of baptisms with thirteen by 

the time the year is over.  Pastor Bonnie Sparks from Salem in Indianapolis reported that they have 

received prayers from a Muslim cleric, from India, from China and from Okinawa.   

Dr. Hank Langknecht spoke about two events at Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Ohio.  

One is Trinity Days September 26-27 which will feature Dr. Darrell L. Gruder, Professor of Missional and 

Ecumenical Theology at Princeton Theological Seminary.  His writings have focused on the missional 

challenges to the churches.  The second is the installation of the new president of Trinity Lutheran, the 
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Rev. Dr. Rick Barger; he is a parish pastor who is starting September 1 and whose installation will be 

Reformation Sunday.   

Pastor Jerry O’Neal from Calvary Lutheran in Bluffton, Indiana, stated that he is a voluntary 

stewardship leader for the Indiana-Kentucky Synod and is willing to help others.  Contact him or Pastor 

Nancy Nyland.   

Max Rodibaugh, voting member from St. Paul’s in Frankfort, Indiana, stated that “we have been 

thrilled and energized by the experience.”  They are first time attendees.  He said that it is time to do immigration 

reform and urged others to call their congressman and support the effort.   

Pastor Teri Ditslear, New Palestine mission developer for Cross of Life, reported that they are in their third 

worship place and communed forty-eight people last week.  They serve Noblesville; you call, we haul.  She asserted 

“Thanks and Praise for supporting me and Cross of Life, both in prayers and monetary support.”   

Linda Henke, chair of the worship committee, asked members to save the date of October 26 which will 

be a worship event focused on space.  She spoke about two resource programs – setting up a mentor program and 

music resource sharing.  She is interested in hearing if individuals had potters in their congregations.   

2014-15 BUDGET CONSIDERATION 

At 10:20 a.m., Bishop Gafkjen invited back to the podium Finance Committee Chair Paul Trickel, 

who presented the proposed $2,409,575 budget for 2014-15.  The balanced budget, including shared 

mission support (benevolence) of 52% to the ELCA, was recommended by Synod Council on the 

recommendation of the Finance Committee in SC/2013/15.  Chair Trickel reviewed again that the 

proposed budget included mission support projecting to $1.9 million, that up to $127,176 from council 

designated was projected as income, that the line item of Isaiah 43 be reduced but funds elsewhere 

increased such as the line item for New Starts and SWAC, that transportation be decreased due to 

change in timing of vehicle purchase, that the proposed budget includes a 3% increase in salaries, and 

an increase in benefits.  He opened for questions.  Pastor Tim Kraemer from Jasper asked what 

constitutes ‘council designated’.  Chair Trickel answered that it includes reserves from surplus, 

endowment, sale of property and a portion is used to balance the budget.  Another question related to 

having the ‘actuals’ listed on line; that is another form of reporting and could be used.  The next 

question was “What’s our plan for increasing revenue if mission support doesn’t increase?”  Chair Trickel 

answered that we are monitoring the budget and expenditures, have started some new initiatives to 

grow the church and that we hope to increase ,mission support with the help of those new initiatives.  

After discussion, it was 

VOTED: SA/2013/16:  that the 2014-15 Indiana-Kentucky Synod Budget with income and 

expenditures of $2,409,575 and mission support of 52% to the ELCA be adopted.   

FINAL REPORT ON REGISTRATION AND ATTENDANCE 

At 10:30 a.m., Synod Assembly Planning Team Chair Mike Anderson presented the final report 

of registration and attendance for the 26th annual Indiana-Kentucky Synod Assembly.  Total registered 

attendance was 476, including 153 rostered and 224 lay voting members, and 99 Non Indiana-Kentucky 
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Rostered Interim, Non Rostered Synod Staff, and registered visitors.  Bishop Gafkjen presented Mike 

with a gift in gratitude for his many years of service and Mike in turn thanked his crew for their 

dedication and efforts.   

REFERENCE AND COUNSEL 

Bishop Gafkjen again invited to the podium Reference and Counsel Chair Pastor Tim Knauff, who 

presented an additional resolution of thanks on behalf of the committee.  By acclamation indicated by 

applause, it was 

VOTED:  SA/2013/17: that R‐13-07 be adopted as follows: 

WHEREAS, the Indiana-Kentucky Synod has met in assembly in Ft. Wayne, IN, on June 7, June 

8, and June 9, 2013;  

WHEREAS, we in the ELCA have been together in Christ for twenty-five years and are “Always 

Being Made New”; and  

WHEREAS, we are called to empower, equip, and encourage one another to make Christ 

known so that every member will be a missionary, every leader a mission director, and every 

community of faith a mission center;  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that we express our thanks, appreciation, and support to those 

who made this extraordinary experience possible:  

To Mike Anderson and the Synod Assembly Planning Team for their continued hard work at 

making the Assembly run smoothly;    

To Reverend Heather Apel, Director of Synod Assembly Planning, and the synod staff for their 

dedication and expertise;  

To all of the volunteers who shared their talents and time; 

To those who led breakouts, workshops, and conversations;   

To those programs, institutions, and agencies who joined us and the volunteers who joined us 

for MissionFest;  

To the ELCA Glocal Musicians for moving with the Spirit to share the Gospel message in music 

from across the world; 

To all the members of Trinity English and come2go for their hospitality and inspiration; 

To Reverend Rudy Mueller and the worship team for planning and leading uplifting, inspiring, 

Spirit-filled worship opportunities;  

To Reverend Doctor Rolf Jacobson for showing us how to put the Psalms in our daily life and 

teaching us Psalms of praise, lament, and trust;   

To Reverend Doctor Gregory Villalon for representing the ELCA and bringing greetings from 

Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson, reminding us what we are doing together, encouraging us to 

see Jesus in the people around us, and calling us to be a welcoming church; 
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To the Synod Council for its continued contribution to the mission of the synod;   

To Vice-President Liz Michael for four years of faithful, energetic spiritual leadership and 

encouragement and for reminding us "It's about Jesus, people";  

To Secretary Judy Bush for her faithful and effective attention to detail;   

To Treasurer Sue Miller for her clear and mission-focused explanations of financial issues;  

To Paul Trickel and the members of the finance committee for their skillful management and 

wise oversight of our synod's finances and their leadership in presenting a balanced budget 

while exercising ongoing financial control; and 

To Bishop Bill Gafkjen, who with passion and compassion has encouraged us to listen deeply 

to each other and the Spirit, to think creatively about the new things God is doing, and to 

respond boldly to God's call, all with a joyful spirit #ikassembly13;  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that together we share our commitment to a New Vision for a New 

Day throughout our mission territory.  

SENDING EUCHARIST 

The Assembly business having been adjourned at 10:48 a.m., Bishop Gafkjen announced that 

the offering at the closing worship will go to Lutheran Disaster Response (US Tornados).  Individuals 

were asked to turn in nametag holders and lanyards.  Evaluation will be done online.  With a call for 

motion to adjourn, second and vote to adjourn by applause the assembly was closed.  Closing worship 

then was held, including celebration of Holy Communion led by Pastor Heather Apel.  Rev. Greg Villalon 

preached on the Gospel text from Luke 7:11-17.  The Eucharist was shared at individual tables.   

Those elected to service on the Indiana-Kentucky Synod Council were installed and the entire 

Assembly was sent with affirmation of Christian vocation. 

Offering at the closing worship, designated for the Lutheran Disaster Response to care for those 

affected by the recent tornadoes in Oklahoma and Missouri, totaled $3,930.34. 

 Respectfully Submitted in His Service, 

  

 Judith A. Bush, Secretary 
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Indiana Kentucky Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

26th ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 

Always Being Made New 
Hilton, Marriott Courtyard, and Grand Wayne Convention Center 

Fort Wayne, Indiana 
 

 
 

Friday June 7, 2013 
All locations are in the Grand Wayne Center (GWC) unless otherwise noted 

 
9:00-Noon Synod Council Meeting (Jefferson A) 
    
12:00 MissionFest move-in and set-up opens (Anthony Wayne Ballroom) 
 
1:00 Pre-Assembly Workshop Registration Opens (Convention Hall Prefunction) 
2:00 Pre-Assembly Workshops 
  Healthy Congregations (Jefferson B) 
  Congregational Mission Planning (Jefferson C) 
 
2:30 Orientation for Volunteer Greeters (Convention Hall Prefunction) 
2:30 Orientation for Registration Volunteers  (Convention Hall Prefunction) 
 
3:00 Assembly Begins with On Site Registration (Convention Hall Prefunction) 
 Collect your nametag, meal tickets and materials; visit MissionFest booths; browse through the 

Steeple People Bookstore; greet old friends and new colleagues.   
 
4:15 Welcome and Orientation for First Time Attendees  (Jefferson B) 
 
5:30  Made New for Mission Banquet: Celebrating Leaders and Ministries of the Past, Present and 

Future (Convention Hall A/B – doors open 5:00PM) 
 25th Anniversary of the ELCA; Rostered Leader Anniversaries; Congregational Anniversaries; New 

Mission Starts, Mission Developers, Congregations Under Redevelopment; Leaders new to the 
roster of the I-K Synod. 

 
7:30 Gathering Worship (Trinity English Lutheran Church, 405 W. Wayne Street, Fort Wayne, IN) 

Service of Holy Communion, Bishop Gafkjen preaching and presiding 
Offering this evening will support IK Synod Campus Ministries: Ball State Univ., Butler Univ.-IUPUI 
, Indiana Univ.-Bloomington, Purdue Univ., Univ. of Kentucky-Lexington 
 

9:30 Reception   (Trinity English Lutheran Church) 

Attachment A 
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Saturday June 8, 2013 
 

 Breakfast on your own 
 

7:30 Registration Reopens (Convention Hall Prefunction) 
 

8:30 Plenary Session I (Convention Hall A/B) 
 Opening of Assembly with music 

Greetings and Introductions 
Opening Remarks by Bishop Bill Gafkjen 

9:00 Preliminary Report on Registration and Attendance      
Adoption of Agenda 
Nominating Committee Report  

Introduction of candidates and nominees for synod positions 
9:35 Vice President Nominees will speak 
10:00 Keynote/Bible Study Session I: Rev. Dr. Rolf Jacobson 
10:45 Resolutions supported by 50 signatures of voting members are due to the Secretary of the 

Synod, Judy Bush (per Sec. 7.32.04c of the I-K Synod Constitution).  Deliver to the dais at the 
front of the assembly hall. 

10:45 New Vision for a New Day update: Bishop Bill Gafkjen  
11:00 First Ballot – voting will take place in the plenary hall 

ELCA Churchwide Greetings: Rev. Dr. Gregory J. Villalon, Director for Missional Leadership & 
Candidacy 
Treasurer’s Report and Mission Plan (Budget) Presentation by Synod Treasurer Sue Miller 
Presentation of Resolutions from Reference and Counsel Committee 

 

12:15 Lunch: Two choices -- Box lunch (available in prefunction area for those who purchased in 
advance) or lunch on your own at local restaurants.   
Focused lunch conversations available at various locations as announced. 
 

1:30 Plenary Session II (Convention Hall A/B) 
 Prayer/Devotions/Music 

Report of the Secretary of the Synod, Judy Bush 
A conversation regarding “A Message on Pay Day Lending” 
Report of the Vice President of the Synod, Liz Michael 

2:45 Report of Elections Committee and presentation of second ballot if needed 
Presentation and adoption of Compensation Guidelines 
Discussion of Resolutions from Reference and Counsel Committee 
Break at 4:00 with announcements 
 

4:15 Afternoon Breakouts   Please see the on-site handout for full details.  
 

5:15 MissionFest (Anthony Wayne Ballroom) 
 Explore and experience ministries of and related to the I-K Synod.   
 

6:30 Evening Banquet (Convention Hall A/B) 
 Entertainment, good food and greetings from special guests 
8:00 Evening Prayer and Commemoration of the Faithful Departed (Convention Hall A/B) 
8:30 Reception at come2go ministries (323 W. Baker Street, Fort Wayne, IN) 
 Come enjoy live music, fellowship, light refreshments and a cash bar. 

Attachment A 
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Sunday June 9, 2013 
 Breakfast on your own 
   

**Please sit by Conferences this morning – tables will be clustered together and marked** 
 
8:30 Plenary Session III (Convention Hall A/B) 
 Prayer/Devotions/Music 
 Report of 2nd ballot results, 3rd ballot if needed  
8:50 Keynote/Bible Study Session II: Rev. Dr. Rolf Jacobson 

New Vision for a New Day update: Bishop Bill Gafkjen   
9:50  Conference Conversations  

Adoption of 2013 Budget  
Discussion of Resolutions from Reference and Counsel Committee 

 Final Report on Registration and Attendance 
 
11:00  Sending Worship (Convention Hall A/B; upon the completion of Session III)   

Holy Communion, installation of those newly elected, and a sending forth of all in 

attendance!  Offering will go to US Tornados through Lutheran Disaster Response 

 
12:15 Benediction and Adjournment 
 
 
Rules of the Assembly: 
 1.  All resolutions supported by a petition of at least 50 signatures of voting members of the 2013 Assembly are due to 

the Secretary of the Synod by 10:45 AM, Saturday, June 8.  Deliver to the front of the Assembly Hall. 
 2.  Each speech from the floor on all resolutions and motions will be limited to 3 minutes.  
 

 

 
 

OUR MISSION:  

Empowering, Equipping and Encouraging the People of God to make Christ known. 
OUR VISION:  

Every person a Missionary 

Every pastor a Mission Director 

Every Congregation, Conference and Ministry a Mission Center. 
OUR CORE VALUES:  

Christ Centered 

Collaboration/Trust/Risk taking 

Communication/Interconnected 

Compassion 

Commitment and Faithfulness 
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