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INKY Executive Committee Meeting 

Friday, January 17, 2014: 3:00 p.m. Eastern 

 

 

Present:  Bishop Gafkjen, Ted Miller, Judy Bush, Sue Miller, Rita Betts, Pastor Tim Knauff, 

Josh Tatum, Paul Trickel 

Absent:  None 

 

The executive committee met by conference call to address items of business on behalf of the 

Synod Council since the scheduled January Synod Council meeting was cancelled due to 

weather conditions.  Pastor Tim Knauff opened with prayer. 

 

Congregation-Related Concerns 

Bishop Gafkjen shared information about St. Matthew, Delphi, IN, and Holy Trinity, South 

Bend, IN.  Both congregations are in discernment about their ELCA affiliation.   

Lamb of God, Indianapolis, IN, is a Congregation under Development and it has had that 

status for an extended time.  They are behind on mortgage payments and only paying interest.  

Their pastor is planning to retire at the end of February.  In summary they are making no 

progress in becoming a congregation.  The Renewing Mission Table has made a 

recommendation that Lamb of God change its status from a Congregation under Development to 

a Synodically Authorized Worshipping Community.  The Lamb of God members are in 

agreement with the recommendation.  After discussion the Executive Committee  

VOTED:  EC/2014/1 that Lamb of God in Indianapolis, IN, be changed from a 

Congregation under Development to a Synodically Authorized Worshipping 

Community.   

Synod Council Calls 

Pastor Carolyn Lesmeister has been called by and has been serving Attica First Lutheran 

Church in a half time position and been a half time assistant to the bishop.  Her husband, Pastor 

Joshua Burkholder, has been a full time pastor at St. Paul, Frankfort, IN.  Both congregations 

have voted to have shared ministry led jointly by both Pastor Lesmeister and Pastor Burkholder.  

In addition, the New Start Mission Table and Bishop Gafkjen are recommending that the two of 

them be called as Mission Developers to Community of the Living Spirit, Indianapolis, IN.  

After discussion the Executive Committee 

VOTED:  EC/2014/2 that Pr. Carolyn Lesmeister and Pr. Joshua Burkholder be 

called as Mission Developers for the Community of the Living Spirit, Indianapolis, 

IN, in partnership with the shared ministry as Pastors of First Lutheran, Attica, IN 

and St. Paul Lutheran, Frankfort, IN. 

Pastor John Kost has been on leave from call and is now moving to interim ministry and has 

been serving at St. George Lutheran, Edinburgh, IN.  After discussion the Executive Committee 

VOTED:  EC/2014/3 that Pastor John Kost be issued a Synod Call to Interim 

Ministry effective October 2013 at St. George Lutheran, Edinburgh, IN.   

On Leave from Call 

The committee considered three pastors for renewal of On Leave from Call status.   After 

discussion the Executive Committee  

VOTED:  EC/2014/4:  that on leave from call status be continued for Pastor Scott 

Vana for a second year. 
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VOTED:  EC/2014/5:  that on leave from call status be continued for Pastor Marlyn 

Nelson for a third year. 

VOTED:  EC/2014/6:  that Pastor Rich Zawistoski be recommended to the ELCA 

Conference of Bishops for on leave from call status for an additional year beyond 

the third year. 

Interim Minister Updates and Setting Transitions 

Bishop Gafkjen shared that Pastor Chad Adamik has resigned his interim ministry and has 

accepted a call in the Rocky Mountain Synod as an interim campus pastor.  

Synod Staff Concerns and Requests 

Next addressing Indiana-Kentucky Synod staff clergy housing allowances for taxable year 

2014, the recommendation is that the allowances remain the same as for 2013for Pastor Heather 

Apel and Pastor Rudy Mueller and slightly lower for Bishop Gafkjen.  After discussion it was  

VOTED:  EC/2014/7:  WHEREAS the Indiana-Kentucky Synod is a religious non-

profit institution of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and, whereas the 

Synod employs Bishop William Gafkjen and Pastors Rudy Mueller and Heather 

Apel, and whereas the Internal Revenue Service has advised the necessity of annual 

official action by the official body of the employing religious institution to exclude 

from the gross salary of clergy the estimated cost of renter payments for the 

purchase of a house, including down payment, mortgage principal, interest and 

taxes; garage rent; utilities; insurance; repairs and maintenance; furnishing; 

housing expenses as set forth; and 

WHEREAS the following estimate of housing costs has been submitted to the Synod 

for the taxable year 2014 and included in the budget for the year 2014-15:  Bishop 

William Gafkjen $40,000, Pastor Rudy Mueller $30,000 and Pastor Heather Apel 

$18,000; 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by the Executive Committee on behalf of the 

Synod Council that the above amounts be designated as housing allowance, 

excludable from the gross salary paid for tax purposes, up to the extent they are 

used for said actual housing, and that any other allowance specifically designated 

and allocated by the Synod Council in this resolution may also be excluded for tax 

purposes up to the extent that any one or all of them are actually used for such 

specific purpose. 

Assistant to the Bishop Pastor Rudy Mueller has recommended several individuals to the 

Synod Worship Committee.  The Executive Committee 

VOTED:  EC/2014/8 that the following individuals be appointed to the Synod 

Worship Committee:  Sherry Anderson, Resurrection, Indianapolis, Pr. Jim 

Bischoff, Church of the Cross, Muncie, Pr. John Santoro, retired, Pr. Dave 

Schreiber, Resurrection, Indianapolis, Bonnie Harstad, Faith, Lexington, Pr. Nan 

Dehnke, St. Paul’s, Vincennes.   

Bishop recommended that Pr. Dennis Meyer, Bethany Lutheran, LaPorte, be appointed to the 

Leadership Support Committee.  The Executive Committee 

VOTED:  EC/2014/9 that Pr. Dennis Meyer, Bethany, LA Porte, be appointed to the 

Synod Leadership Support Committee. 
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Reports and Actions from Officers 

Vice President Miller reported that Region 6 Bishops and Vice Presidents met in Angola on 

December 13.  He reported that it is good for the group to exchange ideas and fellowship.  Pastor 

Vicki Garber who is a member of the Church Council also attended.   

Secretary Judy Bush asked that the minutes of the November Synod Council meeting be 

considered.  It was moved and seconded and the Executive Committee 

VOTED:  EC/2014/10 that the minutes of the November 15-16, 2013, Synod 
Council meeting, pages 2043-2061 be approved. 

She also inquired about the appointment of the Synod Assembly committees.  It was decided 

that she would recruit members for the minutes committee and would contact Pastor Mueller and 

Pastor Apel about the other committees.  All committees should be recommended for approval at 

the April Synod Council meeting.   

Treasurer Sue Miller referred to her written report in the drop box.  Her report is attached.  

Finance Chair Paul Trickel reported that the amount previously designated as a draw from 

Council Designated Non-Endowment reserves will not have to be as large as previously 

considered.  He recommended action to approve the reduced draw.  The Executive Committee 

VOTED:  EC/2014/11:  approval of a reduced draw from Council Designated Non-

endowment reserves to the amount necessary to cover FY 14 expenses rounded up 

to the nearest $5,000. 

Executive Session 

The executive committee moved into executive session to discuss personnel and staffing.    

Resumption of Business Meeting 

After the executive session, Pastor Tim Knauff moved and Rita Betts seconded a motion that 

Attorney Josh Tatum’s recommendation regarding compensatory time for hourly synod staff be 

supported.  After discussion the Executive Committee  

VOTED:  EC/2014/12 that to support the recommendation regarding compensatory 

time for hourly synod staff that Attorney Josh Tatum is developing based on federal 

and state law.   

Conclusion 

Bishop Gafkjen closed the meeting with a prayer from Bread for the Day at 4:30 p.m.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

Judith A. Bush, Secretary 
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