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SYNOD COUNCIL MINUTES 

INDIANA-KENTUCKY SYNOD, ELCA 

SEPTEMBER 13, 14, 2013 

PILGRIM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CARMEL, INDIANA 

ATTENDANCE 

Officers:  Bishop Gafkjen, Vice-President Ted Miller, Secretary Judy Bush, Treasurer Sue Miller 

Clergy:  Pastors Mark Havel, Tracy Paschke-Johannes, Wendy Piano, Ron Poisel, and Pamela 

Thiede 

Laity:  Tom Barker, Rita Betts, Elizabeth Gaskins, John Andrew Landschulz, Gary Manning, 

Doug Marsh, Danielle Nuss, Morgan Puckett, Marilyn Saum, and Paul Trickel,  

Staff:  Assistants to the Bishop Pastors Rudy Mueller, Heather Apel, and Carolyn Lesmeister, 

DEM Nancy Nyland 

Synod Attorney: Josh Tatum 

Auxiliary Representative:  absent (Lois Noel) 

Churchwide Representative:  absent (Rev. Vicki Garber) 

Guest:  Rev. Walter May 

Absent:  Connie Esposito, Gary Manning (Friday), Danielle Nuss (Friday), and Nancy Walter, 

Pastor Tim Knauff, Jerald Mielke, and Charles Strietelmeier, Assistant to the Bishop Carolyn 

Lesmeister (Friday), DEM Nancy Nyland (Saturday), Director of Communications Danielle 

Burrus 

WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS, and DWELLING IN THE WORD 

The executive committee met at 3:00 p.m. in the Chapel of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod 

Office, 911 E. 86
th

 St., Suite 200, Indianapolis, Indiana 46240.   

Vice-President Miller called the Synod Council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Pilgrim 

Lutheran Church, Carmel, Indiana, and asked Bishop Gafkjen to open with prayer.  Bishop first 

introduced Ted Miller and welcomed him back to the council and introduced ELCA 

representative, Rev. Walter May; then he led opening prayer.  Vice-President Miller asked each 

person present to introduce himself, his/her position on council, the congregation in which he/she 

worships and belongs, and to share how they are seeing God at work in their lives.  He thanked 

everyone for sharing. 



2025 

Bishop Bill Gafkjen noted how many mentioned the God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday events 

as they related seeing God at work in their lives.  This year we will spend time Dwelling in the 

Word using Luke 10: 1-12.  He will read the scripture, give time for individuals to reflect on the 

reading, then have another read the passage and give more time for reflection, then the group 

should pair up with another and answer one of two questions:  what was the writer trying to tell 

us and what would you like to ask a Biblical scholar about the passage and why.  He opened with 

prayer and then read Luke 10:1-12.  DEM Nancy Nyland then read the passage.  The group 

divided into pairs and discussed the two questions.  After about ten minutes of discussion in 

pairs, the group returned to a group setting.  Individuals then shared what the other person stated.  

Bishop encouraged individuals to think about what God is saying to us right now as a synod 

council through this text.  He closed with prayer.   

MISSION SUPPORT DISCUSSION WITH PR. WALTER MAY, ELCA ASSISTANT TO 

THE PRESIDING BISHOP AND EXECUTIVE FOR CONFERENCE OF BISHOPS  

Bishop Gafkjen introduced Rev. Walter May who is assistant to the presiding bishop and 

executive for the Conference of Bishops.  Originally Pastor Craig Settlage, ELCA Director for 

Mission Support, was to come and be with us but he retired.  Pastor May is taking over the work 

of mission support at the ELCA office in addition to his other responsibilities.  He previously 

was on synod mission staff for 12 years and his experience with those from churchwide who 

talked about mission support left him wanting more time for consultation.  He wants to rewrite 

the job description for mission director.  He shared his agenda during his time with the synod 

council: he will be asking synod council to give him feedback on a video, also, he wants to tell 

us how to bring in the DEMs and to have our DEM share what she is doing, he wants to tell why 

we have consultations and he would like to talk about the future.  The video was run and 

individuals provided feedback.  He asked “why are we doing consultations”; it is required 

constitutionally.  It is because we are in partnership.  How we have consultations varies.   

Then DEM Nancy Nyland shared what is happening in our synod regarding mission 

development.  A lot of what is being done is the work of the mission tables.  Both tables have 

created mission strategies that guide their work.  The Renewing Mission Table is chaired by 

Pastor Vernon Graham.  They have shared a mission planning packet.  They have between 25-30 

congregations engaged in the mission planning process.  Another workshop is used by 

congregations that are in transitions; called Exploring God’s Expectations workshop.  During the 

workshop, they had a mission site profile on hand to fill out.  They have had seven small 

congregational workshops, exploring hope and renewal.  Being Church in Today’s World is one 

of the workshops that they are planning and is Saturday, Sept. 28 with workshops on “Young 

Adults, Just Walk across the Room, Engaging our Community, and Shared Ministry”.  They are 

planning a workshop for helping individuals be missionaries.  They shepherd congregations with 

reporting obligations.  She discussed the New Starts and Renewal Grants in our synod with a 

total of $186,750 authorized for 2013 and $365,250 of cumulative support for those listed grants; 

additional support includes $107,542 for the salary and benefits for the DEM and a Synod 
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Support Grant.  The Mission Support Table is chaired by Andrea Hickey.  Pastor Jerry O’Neal is 

synod stewardship leader.  The Mission Support Table is sponsoring workshops at three 

locations throughout the synod:  God’s Grace, Our Response: where Stewardship and Mission 

Meet.  They have the Macedonian project.  Mission Interpreter coordinator responsibilities have 

been done by Janet Manning and she is asking that someone else assume that responsibility.  

They have 1500 of the Stories of Faith in Action booklets to be used by congregations and will 

order more if needed.   

Pastor May shared the report of mission support by synod which indicated the percent of the 

budget for mission support and the percent of mission support shared with Churchwide.  He 

shared a graph indicating giving by congregations which included regular giving, mission 

support, and other benevolence for the entire ELCA and for the Indiana-Kentucky Synod.  Since 

2002 through 2011 the giving for Mission Support has declined 26.5 percent as a percent of the 

total budget for the ELCA and declined 30.6 percent as a percent of the total budget for the 

Indiana-Kentucky Synod.  Since 2002 regular congregational giving has increased 5.7 percent in 

the ELCA and increased 3.3 percent in the Indiana-Kentucky Synod.  He asked where do we see 

our synod in terms of mission support and ministry in three to five years.  What are the dreams 

and aspirations for the synod.  He asked, “What is exciting that is happening in our mission 

areas.”  Several items were mentioned:  Ball pit, 14 congregations giving to mission support that 

have not given before, new starts and work of the DEM, new wine ministries, churches in 

development, congregations inviting people in the community to events, church being the 

wounded Christ sharing their pain and suffering and becoming the crucified and risen Christ.  He 

closed by thanking the synod and Bishop Gafkjen for hosting him.   

Bishop mentioned that a proposal for changing congregational constitution reviews was  put 

in dropbox.  He also said that the synod council could review chapter 10 of the constitution in 

preparation to review the re-visioning of the Synod Council based on the mission and vision of 

synod.  There is a PDF of a PowerPoint presentation entitled NVND and there is an article, 

entitled “Missional Practices of Church Life and Leadership”, by Craig Van Gelder which also 

should be reviewed for re-visioning.   

EVENING PRAYER  

Liz Gaskins began evening prayer at 9:45 p.m.  She continued sharing from her native 

ministries by reading a story from the Stockbridge-Munsee Oral Tradition entitled “The Four 

Directions”.  When the Creator had finished making the earth, he gave responsibility for the four 

quarters of the earth to four powerful beings whose duty was to take care of the regions.  She 

closed by singing a creator song and closed with prayer.   

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2013 

EUCHARIST 
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Following breakfast Vice-President Miller called the meeting to order at 8:45 a.m.  Pastor 

Tracy Paschke-Johannes and Liz Gaskins led worship including Holy Communion.  Liz sang the 

Cherokee Morning Song and led the group in the Seven Directions Prayer.  Pastor Tracy led the 

service and provided meditation based on Revelations 13:11-16.   

EXPLORATION OF FOUR PRIORITIES AND RE-VISIONING WORK OF THE 

SYNOD COUNCIL 

Bishop Gafkjen began with a quick recap of work that has been done in the recent past with 

and by the Synod Council.  He shared that the first verse of “The Church of Christ in Every Age” 

has become his theme song, (The church of Christ, in every age beset by change, but Spirit led, 

must claim and test its heritage and keep on rising from the dead.) that we keep on rising from 

the dead with the cross of Christ as our mainstay.  Also, the Isaiah 43: 19 verse is powerful to 

him –“I am about to a new thing.  Even now it springs forth; do you not perceive it?”  It is 

anticipating a new thing.  The theme is consistent with the ELCA “Always Being Made New” 

emphasis.  We have engaged in the process of “Listen Deeply, Think Creatively, Act Boldly” 

which helped create four priorities as we determine to be faithful to our mission.  The four 

priorities were affirmed in January by Synod Council.  We are now beginning the “Act Boldly” 

portion of the process, while continuing to Listen and Think.  The mission was adopted in 2001 

by the Synod Assembly:  We will Empower, Equip and Encourage one another to make Christ 

known – the three E’s.  The vision: Every person a missionary, Every ministry a mission center, 

Every leader a mission director.  Chapter 10 of the synod constitution guides how we live our 

mission.  What is the path from our mission to our vision.  We will keep on reshaping our 

practices to get to living out the vision.   

The priorities are 1) cultivate Christian communities as centers for mission (they exist for the 

sake of the world which seems simple but it is not). Christianity is not the church; it is one means 

of working out God’s plan.  2) Form and send faith-filled disciples through local mission centers 

and mission territories (deepen Bible studies so that we become apostles faith filled).  3) Deepen 

and broaden multi-form, multi-directional collaboration and communication (what does it mean 

to strengthen and deepen communication not just with Lutherans).  4) Identify, support and 

develop missionary leaders.  There have been task forces working on each of these priorities 

which have been really difficult.  Synod council can focus on its work in terms of these four 

priorities.  The proposal is to focus the work of the Synod Council on the “third” priority for the 

period from September 2013 through August 2014.  That priority may be good for the Synod 

Council because the council represents each of the ten conferences.  We also have at-large clergy 

members who are elected because they are clergy; what do they do as Synod Council members 

when they are not here.  We need to spend time thinking of what we do as Synod Council 

members when we are not here.  This gives the Synod Council something concrete to work on, to 

help congregations turn outward, help make disciples apostles.  The focus would be on “deepen 

and broaden multi-form, multi-directional collaboration and communication”.   
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The bishop asked the council to engage in three questions for discussion and planning:  In 

what ways are we as a Synod Council, and as members of the Council, currently addressing this 

priority in significant ways? How might we re-form our time in Synod Council meetings to more 

directly, energetically and effectively address this priority?  How might the time of Synod 

Council members more directly, energetically and effectively address this priority between 

meetings?  Then each person was asked to spend ten to fifteen minutes focusing on the task 

individually and perhaps generate behaviors that the Synod Council can focus on.  Then the 

group rejoined in groups of three and shared those reflections.  The group came back together as 

one group and engaged in sharing by using mind mapping software.  The executive committee, 

staff, deans and others will address the concepts and possibilities generated.  The input provided 

will be used as a foundation for further work by the deans and staff and the Synod Council in 

November.  Bishop closed by leading in prayer. 

BUSINESS OF THE SYNOD COUNCIL 

At 11:10 a.m. Vice-President Miller thanked the bishop and everyone for their input.  He 

emphasized that it is important to keep before us the mission, vision and core values.   

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Secretary Bush referred for consideration the previously distributed draft minutes of the June 

Synod Council meeting.  It was moved, seconded and the synod council  

VOTED:  SC/2013/48:  that the minutes of the June 7, 2013, Synod Council meeting, 

pages 2013-2023 be approved.  

Secretary Bush noted that the Synod Assembly minutes are available in the dropbox.   

The executive committee met in a specially called meeting conducted by conference call, 

Tuesday July 30, 2013, 3:30 p.m.  At that time the following action was taken on behalf of the 

Synod Council.   

EC/2013/5: that we accept the agreement with Plews Shadley Racher and Braun 

LLP as follows that Plews Shadley Racher and Braun LLP be engaged to represent 

the Indiana-Kentucky Synod and that Josh Tatum be appointed as Synod Attorney 

for a non refundable annual retainer of $5000 payable on February 1 of each year 

and at a prorated fee of $2,916.67 on the retainer from July 1, 2013, through 

January 31, 2014. 

The executive committee met Friday, September 13, 2013, at 3:00 p.m.  The executive 

committee is presenting to the Synod Council the Proposal for Conduct of Congregation 

Constitutional Review Process, September 2013 for adoption.  The proposal had been placed in 

the dropbox and provides that there will be a review committee which will receive the 
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congregational constitutions after review by the designated reviewers.  Then the congregational 

constitutions will be presented to the Synod Council for action rather than presented to the 

executive committee first.   After discussion the Synod Council 

VOTED:  SC/2013/49:  that the Proposal for Conduct of Congregation 

Constitutional Review Process, September 2013 be approved.  

There are five congregational constitutions that have been reviewed by the designated 

reviewers and the executive committee and will be handled as they have been in the past.  The 

first constitution to consider is that for Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jeffersontown, 

Kentucky.  The executive committee recommends that the reviewers recommendations be 

supported and after discussion the Synod Council 

VOTED:  SC/2013/50:  that the new constitution for Christ Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, Jeffersontown, Kentucky, be conditionally approved subject to the 

congregation considering reviewer comments which are non mandatory and its 

providing for those items which are required, including the references regarding 

C12.01. regarding number of members of the Congregation Council and C12.02.02. 

regarding the nomination of persons to the Congregation Council.   

It is recommended that the constitution for Shiloh Evangelical Lutheran Church of Walton, 

Indiana, be unconditionally approved.  The Synod Council 

VOTED:  SC/2013/51:  that the constitution for Shiloh Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of Walton, Indiana, be unconditionally approved.     

It is recommended that the new constitution for Lutheran Church of the Cross in Muncie, 

Indiana, be approved with suggestions.  The Synod Council  

VOTED:  SC/2013/52:  that the constitution for Lutheran Church of the Cross 

Church in Muncie, Indiana, be approved with consideration of reviewer 

suggestions. 

There were many discrepancies in the constitution submitted by Grace and Glory Lutheran 

Church of Goshen, Kentucky, from the model constitution, particularly with required portions.  

Therefore, the executive recommends that the submitted constitution be disapproved so that 

conversation may occur regarding required changes.  The Synod Council 

VOTED:  SC/2013/53:  that the constitution for Grace and Glory Lutheran Church 

of Goshen, Kentucky, be disapproved with conversation regarding required 

changes.     

Upon review of the letter submitted by the president of Grace Lutheran Church of Syracuse, 

Indiana, the executive committee withdrew its recommendation.  That constitution will be 

considered at a later time.   
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Secretary Bush reported on the elections conducted at the 2013 Synod Assembly.  There 

remain three vacancies.  They are a lay female synod council representative from the North 

Central Conference, a female clergy member on the Consultation committee for one year 

remaining on a term, and a male clergy member on the Discipline committee for a four year 

term.  The Synod Council may elect individuals to fill those vacancies until the next Synod 

Assembly.  The North Central Conference has submitted a nominee for the lay female 

representative from the North Central Conference; the nominee is Pattiann Mikesell, a member 

of St. John’s Lutheran, North Liberty, Indiana.  After motion and second, the Synod Council 

 VOTED:  SC/2013/54:  that Pattiann Mikesell be elected to the Synod Council as 

the lay female member from the North Central Conference until the 2014 Synod 

Assembly. 

Those who had attended the Churchwide Assembly in Pittsburg in August reported on their 

experiences.  Bishop highlighted three items:  what do we do with the criminal justice statement 

and other adopted resolutions, a comprehensive funding campaign was approved, and 

reaffirmation of the Book of Faith initiative.  Rev. Walter May shared that the transition is going 

well with both the new secretary-elect and new presiding bishop-elect.  The installation of the 

new presiding bishop will be October 5.  The focus is on Always being Made New.  The staff is 

accepting the change very well.  Special activities are being planned October 29, 30 and 31.  

Pastor Vicki Garber serves as our representative on the Church Council and served on the prayer 

team for the Churchwide Assembly. 

Secretary Bush noted that there were several changes to the congregational constitution and 

the synod constitution as a result of Churchwide Assembly action.  Some changes are required 

and are automatically incorporated into the Synod Constitution upon formal certification by the 

church secretary.  The required changes to congregation constitution are to be incorporated into 

the congregation constitutions whenever the congregation constitution is amended.  Those 

changes will be posted on the website.   

PRAYER AT MID-DAY  

At 11:55 Liz Gaskins read the Lakota Sioux Creation Story – Wind Cave Story.  She 

incorporated singing at the close of the story and closed with prayer.  The group recessed for 

lunch at noon.   

BUSINESS OF THE SYNOD COUNCIL CONT’D 

UPDATE ON PAYDAY LENDING 

The meeting resumed at 12:45 p.m.  Bishop Gafkjen reported that the CORE team has been 

working around the Payday Lending initiative.  They have a six month and two year plan to 

continue to address Payday Lending and hope to engage other denominations to support the 

project.  We will hopefully see the six month and two year plan in November.   
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FINANCIAL REPORTS 

Treasurer Sue Miller asked every member to complete the Disclosure Forms that were in the 

folders.  She then discussed her report (attached) that had previously been distributed by being 

placed in the dropbox.  Mission support at $822,618 lags the budget by one percent.  It is at 43 

percent of the total $1.9 million goal compared to a range of 44-48 percent of actual year to date 

for prior years.  Each month tracks ahead of last year and is now $44,000 ahead.  Net operating 

cash remains positive at $34,000 and is $31,000 less than last year at this time.  Total cash plus 

interfund receivables, which includes temporarily restricted and council designated 

commitments, is $602,000.  The Operating Budget compared to actual bottom line shows a 

negative variance of $15,000 due to negative timing variances in Mission Initiatives, New Starts 

and Assembly which are offset by positive variances in Other Revenue.  The Endowment 

Principal remains intact.  Endowment investments had another month of positive return which 

results in $1 million of earnings in excess of the $2.9 million Historic Gift Value.  Treasurer 

Miller invited people to contact her if they have any questions.   

Paul Trickel, Finance Committee Chair, reported that they will be meeting with the audit 

team and setting a time for the audit in spring 2014 which will be the audit for the current year.  

The Finance Committee will meet October 31. There was a recommendation from the Finance 

Committee regarding where funding from the sale of property should be distributed.  Bishop 

Gafkjen discussed the closing and sale of Christ Lutheran Church, Madisonville, Kentucky.  The 

Finance Committee is recommending that the $12,000 from the sale of the property and which 

has been repaid to the synod for grants in the past be used for line item Isaiah 43 in the budget.  

After discussion the synod council  

VOTED:  SC/2013/55:  that the $12,000 received from Christ Lutheran Church, 

Madisonville, Kentucky, as a result of the sale of the property, be designated for line 

item Isaiah 43 in the Synod budget. 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Vice-President Miller said that it is good to be back and serving the synod.  There are good 

things happening in the synod. 

BISHOP’S REPORT  

The communion ware set that was used earlier is one that was used at Churchwide Assembly 

and the sets were sold there.  It may be used by congregations in the synod.  He endorsed the 

book that Heather mentioned by Pastor Naida Bolz-Weber.  He also mentioned The Missional 

Church in Perspective, the book from which the chapter was taken that he asked us to read.   
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He shared the Portico update.  The total received by the synod was a little over $18,000 and 

he is looking for ways to address the synod needs in terms of wellness.  Also, $23,000 was 

received from the estate of Pastor Cliff Schreck and his wife.  He has been in contact with the 

Schreck family and is exploring ways to use the funds that are in keeping with their emphases.   

He called attention to a paper that listed the health plans provided by Portico.  He is 

recommending that synod staff be put on the Gold+ option.  He asked members to study the 

spreadsheet comparing the projected Portico insurance costs to the current year considering both 

with the 3% salary increases and without the increases.  The executive committee is endorsing 

his recommendation and after discussion the Synod Council 

VOTED:  SC/2013/56:  that all eligible synod staff be placed on the Gold+ Portico 

plan beginning in 2014.. 

There are several roster changes and Bishop Gafkjen will be bringing recommendations 

regarding those changes directly to the Synod Council rather than having the recommendations 

come from the executive committee.  The first recommendation was for Associate in Ministry 

candidate Karen Kosberg.  She comes from the Missouri Synod and has been approved for 

commissioning by the candidacy committee as an Associate in Ministry and will be 

commissioned soon.  After discussion and upon recommendation from the bishop the Synod 

Council  

VOTED:  SC/2013/57:  that A.I.M. candidate Karen Kosberg, be issued a synod call 

as Chaplain for Parkview Hospice in Fort Wayne, Indiana. 

Bishop brought Pastor Joe Faust for consideration of a Synod Call.  Pastor Faust had served 

at Trinity Lutheran in Linton, Indiana, and has returned to the area.  After discussion the Synod 

Council 

VOTED:  SC/2013/58:  that Pastor Joseph D. Faust be issued a synod call as 

Chaplain in Religious Services at Wabash Valley Correctional Facility, Carlisle, 

Indiana. 

Bishop recommended and the Synod Council  

VOTED:  SC/2013/59:  that the Rev. Dr. Jessicah Krey Duckworth be issued a 

synod call as Program Director in the Religion Division at Lilly Endowment, Inc., 

Indianapolis, Indiana. 

There were two recommendations to interim ministry.  Bishop recommended and the Synod 

Council 
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VOTED:  SC/2013/60:  that Pastor Jim Bischoff be issued a synod call to interim 

ministry at the Lutheran Church of the Cross, Muncie, Indiana. 

And 

VOTED:  SC/2013/61:  that Pastor Jim Ward be issued a synod call to interim 

ministry at First English Lutheran Church, Goshen, Indiana. 

Bishop Gafkjen explained that On Leave From Call status is for people who are in 

discernment and will be seeking an additional call.  There are two types: one for three years, 

renewable annually and one for family leave that is for six years, renewable annually.  There are 

two leaves that he recommended and the Synod Council  

VOTED:  SC/2013/62:  that on leave from call status be granted to Pastor Elaina 

Salmon for family leave for six years renewable annually. 

And  

VOTED:  SC/2013/63:  that on leave from call status be granted to Pastor Robert 

Lim for discernment for three years renewable annually effective July 23, 2013. 

Roberta Meyer who is a diaconal minister is being considered for Synodically Authorized 

Ministry at Grace and Peace Lutheran Church, Evansville, Indiana.  She will still be working 

with the Tri-County YMCA-Heritage Hills Afterschool Program in Ferdinand, Indiana.  The 

situation merely requires consultation by the synod council and is being worked on by the synod 

office.   

Bishop Gafkjen is requesting that the Synod Council recommend to the Conference of 

Bishops that Barbara Finley be granted a non-stipendiary call.  Barbara is a diaconal minister 

who is on leave from call.  A non-stipendiary call means that the person is not getting 

compensation in line with their training and experience.  The obligation of the synod is oversight 

and support.  She will be working with the possibilities of ministry for the South Bend area and 

working with the congregations in the South Bend area.  After discussion the Synod Council 

VOTED:  SC/2013/64:  that Diaconal Minister Barbara Finley be recommended to 

the Conference of Bishops for a non-stipendiary call. 

Assistant to the Bishop Rev. Heather Apel is requesting appointments to the Candidacy 

Committee.  Due to a high number of approval panels and other necessary business at the 

November Candidacy Committee meeting, they are asking that three former committee members 

be appointed for a three month interim term.  ELCA Region 6 coordinator, Marilyn Smith, has 

suggested the action and there is precedent for it from other candidacy committees.  Therefore 

the Synod Council 

VOTED:  SC/2013/65:  that Rev. John Hickey be appointed to serve a five year term 

on the Indiana-Kentucky Synod Candidacy Committee effective immediately. 
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And 

VOTED:  SC/2013/66:  that Rev. Stephen Wood, Arlin Jansen and Marsha Bragg be 

appointed for a three month interim term (September 15 – December 15, 2013) on 

the Indiana-Kentucky Synod Candidacy Committee. 

Bishop Gafkjen shared that Chris Duckworth will be the chair of relations with our 

companion synod in Chile (Evangelical Lutheran Church in Chile, IELCH).  He will be going to 

Bogota, Columbia, for a gathering there. with Assistant to the Bishop Rev. Carolyn Lesmeister 

November 14-17. 

He also announced that we are reviving our relationship with the HKBP synod in Sumatra.  

Huria Kristen Batak Protestan - HKBP (pronounced ha-ka-bay-pay) District V, Sumatra-Timur.  

HKBP is the governing church body in Indonesia that is part of the Lutheran World Federation.  

It currently has about 3,000,000 members. Rev. Bimen Limbong is working on that relationship.  

There are five who are going to Sumatra, Indonesia, on Thanksgiving morning – Bishop 

Gafkjen, Rev. Limbong, Danielle Burrus, and Liz and Terry Michael.   

Bishop Gafkjen issued an invitation to read the book of Acts between now and when the 

Synod Council meets in November, particularly since we are dwelling in the word in Luke.  The 

book of Acts compares to our time currently.   

Assistant to the Bishop Rev. Mueller pointed out the changes in the assignments of interim 

ministers are indicated in his report in bold. 

OTHER BUSINESS AND CONCERNS 

Vice-President Ted Miller asked for volunteers who could work on the review team for 

congregational constitutions.  Tom Barker and Sue Miller volunteered.  

Paul Trickel has volunteered to review the reports and report on them to the Synod Council.   

He extrapolates needs and action items from groups and tracks who is responsible for those 

action items. Here is his summary of those reports: 

Campus Ministry Committee – JOY:  We are very grateful for the recognition of our work at 

the Synod Assembly and for the collection taken at the opening night worship service on our 

behalf.   

REQUEST OF COUNCIL:  The council’s continued prayers are needed and appreciated. 
 

I-K Synod Malaria Campaign – JOY:  The Indiana-Kentucky Synod has contributed $150,796 

to the ELCA Malaria Campaign as of September 1, 2013.  They campaign now has a website at:  

http://www.prayingthegospels.com/favorite-charities/indiana-kentucky-malaria-campaign/.    
 

Director for Evangelical Mission – JOY:  The Holy Spirit continues to delight and surprise me 

and fill me with hope.  The Spirit is at work throughout our mission territory in so many ways 

http://www.prayingthegospels.com/favorite-charities/indiana-kentucky-malaria-campaign/
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 New starts 

 Redevelopments 

 Culturally diverse ministry opportunities!!!!!! 

 Congregations catching the spirit of renewal 

 Leaders serving with hope and vitality 

REQUEST OF COUNCIL 

Pastor Nyland requested approval of the chairs and committee members for the Mission Support 

Table and the Renewing Mission Table.    

Upon presentation of the request the Synod Council  

VOTED:  SC/2013/67:  that the following be approved on the Mission Support 

Table:  chair Pr. Andrea Hickey, Bill Haas, Brad Philbrick, Pr. Chuck Miller, Janet 

Manning and Pr. Jerry O’Neal and that the following be approved on the Renewing 

Mission Table:  chair Pr. Vernon Graham, Pr. Michelle Elfers, Bruce Bye, Jim 

Patton, Hope Moran, Pr. Chad Adamik, Pr. Amy Beitelschees-Albers, Pr. Laura 

Meier.   

Assistant to the Bishop for Young Adult Ministries and Christian Faith Practices  - 

Carolyn Lesmeister JOY:  As you can probably tell from the above, my work with the folks at 

Gethsemane has been an incredible joy and blessing. They have been willing to take risks and try 

new things, and I’ve been very pleased with the results. They’ve learned so much about young 

adults in their area – including some things that surprised them – and about themselves as well!  

The “Engage: Faith & Science” event was also a great joy; it was a strong, faithful public witness 

that you don’t have to “check your brain at the door” to be Christian. We know this, of course, 

but an awful lot of people don’t. Thoughtful, intelligent people of faith don’t make the headlines 

the way that others do, so I think having open, candid conversations like these in public spaces is 

very important.  

REQUEST OF COUNCIL:  Continued prayers for all of the above would be most welcome! 

 

Assistant to the Bishop: Candidacy, Synod Assembly, Freed to Lead -- Pr. Heather Apel – 

JOY:  Please pray for the 8 candidates who will be coming to the Nov. candidacy committee 

meeting to seek the final step of candidacy: approval. We also have 3 candidates who are 

preparing for the middle step of endorsement in October, which allows them to go on internship, 

and 4 people who will be seeking entrance into candidacy through a panel with the committee 

between now and November. 

REQUEST OF COUNCIL:   

 Rev. Joyce Gerwing resigned from the IK Synod Candidacy Committee for personal 

reasons, effective Aug. 5, 2013.  

 Rev. John Hickey has agreed to serve a 5-year term on the IK Synod Candidacy 

Committee beginning now (he will participate with the other 2 new members in training 

on Sept. 25, 2013).  

 Due to a high number of approval panels and other necessary business at our November 

Candidacy Committee meeting, we are asking that 3 former committee members be 

appointed for a 3 month interim term (Sept. 15-Dec. 15, 2013): Rev. Stephen Wood, 

Arlin Jansen and Marsha Bragg. This was suggested to us by ELCA Region 6 
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coordinator, Marilyn Smith, and there is precedent for it from other candidacy 

committees. 

 

CLARIFICATION OF COUNCIL MEMBER TASKS BETWEEN MEETINGS 

Chaplains:  Pr. Ron Poisel and Morgan Puckett 

Mission Monitor:  Morgan Puckett 

Set up/clean up:  Tom Barker 

Read the book of Acts:  Everyone on Synod Council 

 

REPORT OF MISSION MONITOR 

Mission monitor Paul Trickel shared that it has been a real interesting process for him to be 

mission monitor.  He has witnessed several things on a personal level and filled him with the 

spirit personally.  Those personal to him – he was sitting at breakfast and the room was so alive 

in positive laughing and sharing.  When we started to talk about our relationship with Chile and 

Malaysia, that was exciting to him.  There were three things that he thought was positive for the 

entire group.  First there was a healthy discussion with Pastor May regarding mission support.  

Second, Dwelling in the Word, Luke 10, small group discussions and subsequent sharing with 

the group were also positive for the entire group.  Third, the sharing of how the group can 

function more effectively in our mission was positive.   

MEETING REVIEW  

Vice President Ted Miller reported that we had been paired with the West Virginia/Western 

Maryland Synod as a companion synod and we may reenergize that relationship.    

In answer to the question, “What was a high point for you?” were the following responses: 

Our working, discussions and time spent on priority three and healthy, concrete, and helpful 

ideas.  I will take more active listening with me and bring back concerns.  Facing south and 

praying was powerful especially being able to look outside.  Being engaged in connective tissue 

with other aspects of the church and having Walter May with us, representing the wider church.   

In answer to the question, “What could have been done, or could be done, differently?” were 

the following responses: Being able to access the dropbox once here is a problem.  Perhaps need 

to issue guidance about use of the dropbox. 
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SENDING DEVOTIONS 

Liz Gaskins mentioned that they have a native ministry in Arizona that serves women and 

children in the House of Prayer church.  She shared the Blessingway that is used by the House of 

Prayer church.  The Blessingway is used to bless the “one sung over,” to ensure good luck, good 

health and blessings for all that pertains to them.  There is always hope.  The Blessingway holds 

historical precedence over all of the other chants, being given to the Earth Surface People shortly 

after the Emergence into this world.  The first Blessingway was held by the Holy People when 

they created mankind.  She sang Lord Dismiss us in the Navajo voice.  She then closed with 

prayer.   

The meeting was adjourned at 2:25 p.m. 

 Respectfully Submitted in His Service, 

  

 Judith A. Bush, Secretary 
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