
2018 Synod Assembly Recap 
 

Meeting in Fort Wayne, Indiana, under the theme 
“Leading Church Together,” this year’s Synod Assembly 
provided ample opportunity for worship, learning, 
fellowship, service, and for attending to the business of 
the synod. 
 
Meeting May 31 – June 2, 2018, there were 3 keynote 
speakers.  Peggy Hahn, Executive Director of Living 
Everyday as Disciples (LEAD), spoke about ways 

congregations can engage their neighbors.  She suggested that leaders change the questions we 
normally ask and recognize resistance, relationships, and the remarkable.  Dr. David Odom, 
Executive Director of Faith and Leadership at Duke Divinity School, asked us to consider what it 
would look like for our neighbors to flourish.  Dr. Keith Anderson, 
author of The Digital Cathedral, suggested that social media is the 
“new” church bell and offered many examples and resources for 
reaching out and sharing the Good News with our neighbors. 
 
Bishop Don Kreiss of the Southeast Michigan Synod presented the 
ELCA Churchwide Report to the Assembly.  We heard about the 
work of the churchwide expression of the church and learned 
about the ways in which we are called to live out our baptismal 
identities. 
 
We were fortunate to have a number of other special guests bring greetings and share 
information with the Assembly, including Dr. Donald Gillett, Executive Director of the Kentucky 
Council of Churches, Marica Haaf, CEO of The Lutheran Foundation, Bishop Douglas Sparks, 
Episcopal Diocese of Northern Indiana, and many others. 
 
Ben Kyle served as the musician for this year’s Assembly.  Ben shared the ways that God is at 

work in his life through his music and through stories.   
 
The opening Eucharist service featured a variety of musical styles.  Ben 
Kyle lead portions of the service.  Marjoleine Gravley was organist.  A 
brass quintet, Recorder Consort, and Assembly Kantorie added to the 
festival sound.  Participants from the Youth Leadership Summit, held in 
conjunction with Synod Assembly, led the procession.  Bishop Gafkjen 
preached a powerful sermon.  One participant said, “Bishop Bill’s 
sermon was very inspiring and heartfelt.”  Another said, “The Bishop’s 
sermon was the highlight of the Assembly for me.” 
 
New this year, there were nine Affinity Groups, an open-space time, 
where those in attendance had the opportunity to learn from one 
another.  “It was a great time of sharing and discussion, thank you!” is 
how one participant described the experience. 



15 different workshops were offered on Friday afternoon.  Topics ranged from Proclaiming the 
Gospel through Biblical Storytelling (led by Pastor Ron Poisel) to Faith and Art:  Imagination and 
Creation (led by Pastor Teri Ditslear).   
 

There were two service projects.  One was cancer 
pad sewing (led by the Sew Sew Ladies from Faith 
Lutheran Church in Fort Wayne) and the other 
was serving at Community Harvest Food Bank. 
 
The Assembly also adopted the Synod Budget for 
2019-2020 and elected persons to serve on Synod 
Council and several Synod committees.  Voting 
members to the Churchwide Assembly to be held 
in Milwaukee in 2019 were also elected. 

 
MissionFest provided a venue to learn more about a variety of ministries of the synod, ELCA, 
and within our mission territory. 
 
A hymn sing was held at Trinity English Lutheran Church and a music and dessert reception was 
held at come2go.   
 
Books were received for the ELCA Youth Gathering Blast Off for Books campaign for the 
Houston Public Schools (and thanks to a number of synod congregations, the books have made 
it to Houston and have already been distributed to students!).  $2600 was received for Grace 
and Hope Fellowship, our new prison ministry at Pendleton, Indiana.  Just over $3000 was 
received for the HIV AIDS Ministry of the HKBP, the Lutheran church body in Indonesia which is 
one of our synod companions. 
 

Youth Leadership Summit 
 
High school students and adult faith mentors participated in the Youth Leadership Summit held 
in conjunction with Synod Assembly.  Students heard from our Assembly keynote speakers as 
well as from Dr. Don Gillett, Pastor 
Libby Manning, and Ben Kyle.  In 
addition to leadership development 
activities, students also served at 
Community Harvest Food Bank, and 
enjoyed some fun at Crazy Pinz, a local 
Fort Wayne entertainment complex, 
and the hotel pool.  Students also 
helped lead the Opening Eucharist and 
Saturday morning’s worship. 
 
 


