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AGENDA 
(PROPOSED BY SYNOD COUNCIL FOR ADOPTION BY THE ASSEMBLY) 

 
Thursday, May 31, 2018 
9:00 am Synod Council Meeting (Harrison A) 

10:00 am Mission Fest Set Up begins (Anthony Wayne Ballroom) 

11:00 am Registration/On-site check-in opens (Grand Wayne Center Lobby) 

  MissionFest opens (Anthony Wayne Ballroom) 

Receive your name tag, registration bag, visit Mission Fest tables, greet friends and colleagues 
old and new 
 

Lunch on your own 

12:15 pm Welcome and Orientation for first time attendees (Jefferson A) 

1:00 pm Music with Ben Kyle/Opening Devotions/Opening of Assembly (Convention Hall A/B) 

1:30 pm Plenary Session 1 (Convention Hall A/B) 

Call to Order/Opening remarks by Bishop William O. Gafkjen; Greetings and Introductions; 
Preliminary Credentials Report; Adoption of Agenda; Adoption of Rules   

 

1:45 pm Keynote Presentation 1 – Peggy Hahn, Executive Director of LEAD (Convention Hall A/B) 

2:30 pm Plenary Session 1 continued (Convention Hall A/B) 

Devotions/Music; Nominating Committee Report; Report of Bishop William O. Gafkjen; Report 
of Synod Secretary Judy Bush; ELCA Churchwide Greetings from Bishop Donald P. Kreiss 
(Southeast Michigan Synod); Ecumenical Greeting; Announcements 

 

4:00 pm Break before dinner/MissionFest closes for the day 

Resolutions with 50 signatures due (S7.32.04c of the Synod Constitution) deliver to the dais at 
the front of Convention Hall A/B 

 
4:00 pm Musicians rehearse for worship (Convention Hall C) 
 
5:30 pm Leading Church Together Mission Banquet (Convention Hall A/B) 

Rostered Minister Anniversaries Congregational Anniversaries; Leaders new to the Synod; 
Ecumenical Partners/Special Guests 
 

7:15 pm Pre-Service Music with Ben Kyle (Convention Hall C) 

7:30 pm Eucharist Service (Convention Hall C) 
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Friday, June 1, 2018 

8:00 am Coffee served in Anthony Wayne Ballroom 

8:30 am Plenary Session 2 (Convention Hall A/B) 

  Music with Ben Kyle 

8:45 am Keynote Presentation 2 – Dr. David Odom, Executive Director of Faith and Leadership at Duke 
Divinity School (Convention Hall A/B) 

 
9:30 am Plenary Session 2 continued (Convention Hall A/B) 

Report of the Treasurer of the IK Synod; Updated Credentials Report; Voting on General 
Elections-Synod Council Positions, CWA; Report of Bishop William O. Gafkjen; Report of 
Elections Committee; Presentation of Resolutions, Reference/Counsel Committee; 
Greeting from Guests/Mission Moment  
 

10:45 am Break for Affinity Groups  

11:00 am Affinity Groups  

12:15 pm Lunch (Convention Hall A/B) 

1:15 pm Plenary 2 continued (Convention Hall A/B) 

Portico Update; Updated Credentials Report; Voting on General Elections – Committees 
and Ministry Boards; Report of the Vice President of the IK Synod; Discussion on 
Resolutions from Reference/Counsel Committee; Report of the Elections Committee; 
Presentation of Compensation Standards 

 

2:30 – 3:20 Workshop Options 1  

2:30 pm Sew Sew Ladies cancer pad sewing begins 

2:45 pm Bus departs for Community Harvest Food Bank for first group of volunteers 

3:30 – 4:20 Workshop Options 2  

3:45 PM Bus departs for Community Harvest Food Bank for second group of volunteers  

4:30 – 5:20  Workshop Options 3  

5:30 pm Dinner (on your own)/Mission Fest Closes 

7:00 pm Hymn Sing at Trinity English Lutheran Church, 450 West Washington Blvd., Fort Wayne IN  
46802   

 
8:15 – 10 pm Music, Dessert, Cash Bar at come2go  
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Saturday, June 2, 2018 
 

8:00 am Musician rehearsal (Convention Hall A/B) 

8:30 am Worship (including Commemoration of the Faithful Departed) (Convention Hall A/B) 

9:45 am Mission Fest/People Bingo Gift Give Away 

10:00 am Plenary Session 3 (Convention Hall A/B) 

   Keynote Presentation 3 – Pastor Keith Anderson (Convention Hall A/B) 

10:45 am Music with Ben Kyle (Convention Hall A/B) 

11:00 am Plenary Session 3 continued (Convention Hall A/B) 

Final Credentials Report; Additional voting, if needed; Greetings; Adoption of 2018-2019 
Budget; Final Resolution by Reference and Counsel; Greetings from Dr. Kit Kleinhans 
 

11:00 am Book signing with Pastor Keith Anderson, author of The Digital Cathedral and Click2Save 

Reboot, both of which are available for sale (Next to Information Kiosk) 

12:00 pm Closing Remarks and summary by Bishop Gafkjen (Convention Hall A/B) 

12:10 pm Call for motion to adjourn (Convention Hall A/B) 

12:15 pm Sending Rite and installation of newly elected (Convention Hall A/B) 

Assembly Guests 

 
Peggy Hahn is a passionate champion for growing leaders. She dreams of confident, 
Spirit-led leaders of all ages and cultures using their gifts to be the church in their own 
neighborhoods.  
  
Peggy has served as the assistant to the Bishop in the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod 
of the ELCA for 18 years. Prior to that, she served in three congregations in two states as 
an innovative lay leader and Deacon.  
  
Peggy is the executive director of LEAD, since it was envisioned in 2012. This nonprofit 
organization is focused on resourcing and coaching church leaders who want to make 

adaptive changes. 
  
Peggy received the 2014 Tom Hunstad award and has served the ELCA Youth Ministry Network as a coach to 
the board, a frequent workshop leader and intensive care course teacher. She has written six books, 
coordinated service projects for 36,000 and 32,000 people at the 2009 & 2012 ELCA Youth Gatherings in New 
Orleans. She was the innovator of Camp Hope Day Camp Ministries and The Disciple Project.  
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Peggy has made her enthusiasm for the gospel known in the U.S. and around the globe. She has led groups to 
Spanish-speaking countries for more than 24 years and is learning the language. She has survived being hit by 
a motorcycle in Africa, has hiked the Inca Trail in Peru, and has eaten papoosas with dear friends in El Salvador 
for 28 years. She walked the Camino de Santiago in 2016 and looks forward to more adventures in the future. 
  
Peggy is married to Dewayne Hahn, lives in Houston, hangs out in the country in Smithville on weekends off, 
and calls New Orleans home. She loves gardening, reading, yoga, walking, and any time she gets to spend with 
their five adult children, their spouses, and six grandchildren.  
 

Dr. David L. Odom joined Duke Divinity School in August 2007 to launch Leadership 
Education at Duke Divinity School and now oversees all of its programs and 
publications, including the web magazine Faith & Leadership.  
 
Leadership Education is a Lilly Endowment funded initiative that works to strengthen 
Christian institutions in the United States that support congregations.  
 
In addition, Odom develops and supervises select initiatives at Duke Divinity School, 
where he serves as an associate dean. Currently, those initiatives include Alban, a 
resource for congregations, and the Duke Youth Academy for Christian Formation for 
high school juniors and seniors. 

 
Before coming to Duke, Odom was the founder and president of the Center for Congregational Health in 
Winston-Salem, N.C., which supports healthy communities of faith through consultation, leadership 
development, interim ministry training and vocational discernment. 
 
Odom is a Baptist pastor and graduate of Furman University, which awarded him the Richard Furman Baptist 
Heritage Award for outstanding service as an alumni. He is also a graduate of Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary and Princeton Theological Seminary. He is married to the former Lynn Camp.   They have three sons.   
 

The Reverend Keith Anderson serves as pastor at Upper Dublin Lutheran Church near 
Philadelphia, and he’s the author of The Digital Cathedral: Networked Ministry in a 
Wireless World (Morehouse, 2015), and co-author with Elizabeth Drescher of the 
forthcoming Click2Save Reboot: The Digital Ministry Bible (Morehouse 2017).  
 
Keith is a popular author, teacher, and speaker on how our digitally-integrated and 
networked culture shapes faith and the practice of ministry. Keith's work focuses on the 
understanding and use of social media and digital technologies for ministry, ministering 
in a culture of increasing religious non-affiliation, and extending the Gospel beyond our 
church buildings into local and digital gathering spaces. 

 
His work on religion, new media, and popular culture has appeared on The Huffington Post, Religion 
Dispatches, Day 1, The New Media Project, and The BTS Center Bearings blog. 
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Keith employs a wide range of social media to minister on and offline in his parish ministry. He also speaks 
regularly with local and national church groups, synods, and other organizations on the practice of digital 
ministry and the impact of digital culture on face-to-face ministry. He has taught at Andover-Newton 
Theological School, The Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia, and Columbia Theological Seminary 
 
Keith holds an M.Div. from Harvard Divinity School and Master of Sacred Theology degree in Lutheran Studies 
from The Lutheran Theological Seminary in Philadelphia. 
 
Learn more at pastorkeithanderson.net and find Keith on Twitter on Instagram at @prkanderson. 
 
Churchwide Representative 

 
The Reverend Don Kreiss is the bishop of the Southeast Michigan Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Kreiss was elected bishop May 14, 2011 at the 
synod's assembly in Farmington Hills, Michigan and was re-elected by the assembly on 
May 4, 2017 to a second term. Prior to his election, Bishop Kreiss was senior pastor of 
Antioch Lutheran Church in Farmington Hills.  
 
Bishop Kreiss grew up as a member of the United Methodist Church. As an 
undergraduate student at Northwestern University in Evanston, Ill., a friend invited 
him to the University Lutheran Church in Evanston, where he had a positive campus 

ministry experience.  
 
Born in Milwaukee, Kreiss earned a BA from Northwestern University and an M. SC. in Medieval Languages 
from the University of Edinburgh, United Kingdom. He earned both a Master of Divinity degree and a Doctor 
of Ministry in preaching from the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago.  
 
Following his ordination in 1992, Kreiss served as pastor of King of Glory Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Flushing, Mich., before he became pastor at Antioch Lutheran Church. Kreiss was a conference dean in the 
Southeast Michigan Synod, a member of the Alumni Board of the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, an 
Internship Supervisor, and a member of the Farmington Area Interfaith Association.  
 
Kreiss and his wife, Kristin, are parents of two (nearly adult) children, Kate and Perry. The family resides in 
West Bloomfield, Mich.  

 
Ben Kyle is our Synod Assembly Musician.  Ben Kyle, best known as 
the songwriter-frontman behind the beloved alt-country band ROMANTICA, is 
also a distinctive solo and collaborative musical voice. 
  
Born in Belfast, Northern Ireland, but embracing the musical roots of North 
America upon his family's emigration to Minneapolis in his teens, he has won 
numerous ISC songwriting awards and his recordings have been critically 
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heralded: PASTE Magazine named ROMANTICA'S album, America, "One of the Best Albums of the Year." in 
2007 and American Songwriter has called his latest release "Perfect."  
  
Ryan Adams, Alejandro Escovedo, Lucinda Williams, Sara Watkins (of Nickel Creek) and Dan Wilson are some 
of the artists Ben has worked with and his duets recording with Austin TX roots sweetheart Carrie 
Rodriguez, We Still Love Our Country, was a hit with Americana Radio in 2011. 
  
In 2013 he released a self-titled solo debut, that received rave reviews and inspired the Huffington Post to dub 
Kyle "A Sleeping Giant."  
  
In 2017 after an extended hiatus, Romantica came back with perhaps their finest album to date. “From the 
hushed tones of 'Harder to Hear' to their tip of the hat to Gram Parsons (Cecil Ingram Conor), Ben Kyle and the 
band sound like they mean business on the new Shadowlands album" says Bill DeVille of The Current. 
  
Shadowlands was released on Last Chance Records on February 10th, 2017. 
  
Romantica's fourth album and first release in seven years was in danger of never happening, after 
frontman/songwriter Ben Kyle became ill. "It feels like a resurrection," Kyle says of Shadowlands. As Ben told 
Andrea Swensson of The Current, "With the illness, with the hiatus over the past years, there was sort of a 
death for me; for the band, and for music even, in a way. It got to the point, with the illness, where I realized 
that I may not be able to write or play again. I may have to let everything go. It's a really, really hard place to 
be, where you feel like life is just slipping away from you. So I think I got to the place there where I was able to 
let go and say that's okay. I let go. I surrender. And I receive everything that I've ever been given, and 
everything that I will be given, as a gift. And so now I feel like everything I have is something that's really given 
back to me. It does feel like a resurrection." 
  
June 8, 2018, will see the release of Romantica's fifth album:  Romantica // Outlaws. 
 

Offerings 
 
Thursday Evening Offering:  Grace and Hope Fellowship 
 
The offering from the Gathering worship is designated for Grace and Hope Fellowship, a new synodically 
authorized worshipping community at Pendleton Industrial Correctional Facility, a medium security prison in 
Pendleton, Indiana. 
 
Saturday Morning Offering:  HKBP HIV AIDS Ministry 
 
The offering from the Sending worship is designated for the HIV/AIDS Ministry of Huria Kristen Batak 
Protestan (HKBP), our companion synod in Indonesia.  Sister Nurayahti Silalahi, who directs this ministry, 
visited our synod in February 2018.   
 
 
 



 9 

In-Kind Donations 
 
We are receiving donations of books for the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering Houston Literacy Campaign.  The 
Houston Independent School District estimates that 74% of the students come from families who struggle to 
provide books for their children.  The ELCA Youth Gathering’s Blast Off for Books campaign will help ensure 
bright futures for Houston’s students.  The Houston Independent School District has identified the following 
books as those that are needed.  Only the books listed below will be accepted.  Books must be new or gently 
used.  There is a display of some of the books requested by the Houston Independent School District at 
Mission Fest in the Anthony Wayne Ballroom.  You can make a contribution to help purchase book, if you 
wish.  You may do so at the Information Desk . 

• Bad Kitty (Series) by Nick Bruel 
• Elephant and Piggie (Series) by Mo Willems  
• Frog and Toad (Series) by Arnold Lobel  
• It's Shoe Time by Mo Willems and Brian 

Collier  
• Little Bear (Series) by Elsa Holmelund 

Minarik  
• Mercy Watson (Series) by Kate DiCamillo  
• Amulet (Series) by Kazu Kibuisji  
• El Deafo by Cece Bell  
• Ghost by Raina Telgemeier  
• Mighty Jack by Ben Hatke  
• Roller Girl by Victoria Jamieson  
• Secret Coders (Series) by Gene Luen Yang  
• Brown Girl Dreaming by Jaqueline Woodson  
• Diary of a Wimpy Kid (Series) by Jeff Kinney  
• Dog Man (Series) by Dav Pilkey  
• Dragon Masters (Series) by Tracey West  
• Eerie Elementary (Series) by Jack Chabert  
• Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt  
• Frank Einstein (Series) by Jon Scieszka  
• Ghost by Jason Reynolds  

• I Survived (Series) by Lauren Tarshis  
• The Laura Line by Crystal Allen  
• Matilda by Ronald Dahl  
• Nerds, Book 1: National Espionage, Recue, 

and Defense Society by Michael Buckley  
• One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate  
• One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams Garcia 
• Origami Yoda (Series) by TomAngleberger 
• Some Kind of Courage by Dan Gemeinhart 
• The Cross Over by Kwame Alexander 
• The Lions of Little Rock by Kristin Levine 
• The Year of Billy Miller by Kevin Henkes 
• Wonder by Raquel Palacio 
• Creepy Pair of Underwear by Aaron 

Reynolds 
• Dragons Love Tacos by Adam Rubim 
• Last Stop on Market Street by Matt de la 

Pena 
• Mango, Abuela and Me by Meg Medina 
• Martina and the Beautiful Cockroach: A 

Cuban Folktale by Carmen Agra Deedy 
• Pete the Cat (Series) by James Dean 

• The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt 
• Why I Am Me by Paige Britt

 

Affinity Groups 
 
Affinity Groups, or what is sometimes called Open Space time, are an opportunity to gather and talk in a safe 
space about a particular topic and to learn from one another and share ideas and actions.  Affinity Groups are 
an opportunity to get to know others with a similar interest, passion, or purpose. 
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The following Affinity Groups and their facilitators will meet on Friday morning at 11:00 am: 
 
Congregational Renewal, Pastor Judy Follis, Harrison A 
Food Pantries, Mary Anderson, Harrison B 
Ministers of Word and Service (Deacons), E. Louise Williams, Harrison C 
Lifelong Faith Formation, Pastor Dan Fugate, Harrison D 
Ministry with Young Adults, Pastor Robert Abner, Harrison E 
Shared Ministry, Pastor Marissa Tweed Harrison, Jefferson A 
Small Membership Congregation, Pastor Nancy Nyland, Jefferson B 
Stewardship, Pastor Jerry O’Neal, Jefferson C 
Worship, Tom Dearchs, Calhoun A 
 

Workshops 
 
The following workshops and their leaders will meet on Friday afternoon: 
 
Advocacy         Offered at 2:30 pm and 4:30 pm in Jefferson C 
Come and learn about how you can be an advocate in your community.  Dr. Gillett serves as Executive Director 
of the Kentucky Council of Churches.  Founded in 1947, the Kentucky Council of Churches is one of the most 
representative and diverse councils of its kind in the United States. Representatives from 16 different 
conferences, dioceses, and districts from 11 different denominations and several independent and observer 
traditions form the council which meets throughout the year to consider matters of faith and common work. 
Over the more than seven decades of its work, the KCC has considered and crafted more than 35 policy 
statements to help guide Kentuckians in matters of faith in action. To be adopted, all policies must be 
unanimously approved by representatives from every member body.  Come learn about advocacy in your 
community. 
 
Campus Ministry Panel      Offered at 2:30 pm and 4:30 pm in Jefferson A 
Learn about the Campus Ministries of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod.  The panel will include Pastor Michael 
Vinson, Purdue Lutheran Ministries, West Lafayette, IN; Pastor Robert Abner, Grace Village at Ball State 
University, Muncie, IN; and Rob Coulston, St. Augustine’s Chapel, the Episcopal-Lutheran Campus Ministry at 
the University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY. 
 
CONNECT        Offered at 2:30 pm and 3:30 pm in Harrison E 
Is your congregation looking toward the future… wondering how to revitalize… seeking ways to build on what 
is already being done? Then this workshop is for you. Connect, the I-K Synod Transformational Ministry 
process, invites congregations into a two-year journey of renewal training. During this session, participants will 
be introduced to the process and hear hope-filled stories form congregations already engage in Connect. 
 
Faith and Art:  Imagination and Creation    Offered at 3:30 pm and 4:30 pm in Jefferson B 
Pastor Teri Ditslear, who will lead these sessions, wants you to know that she is not an artist!  This workshop 
will be hands on, if you want, and chat about it if you care to listen. It is a resourcing session on how to get 
creative in your worship space and your worship experience. Just as there are different ways of learning and 
connecting in the classroom, there are different ways to connect with your faith community by using 
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imaginative, creative, inexpensive and spirited expressions of who God is.  Roots of Life Community is a 
congregation under development in Noblesville, IN, with a shoestring budget, but gifted with people who are 
imaginative and creative, desiring to know who God is and how he/she moves in the world. We build stuff, 
paint things, collect nature, do paper-mâché when necessary, and use all sorts of sensory items to learn and 
teach the Gospel. 
 
Faith Formation in the Digital Age   Offered at 2:30 pm in Calhoun A and at 4:30 pm in Harrison E 
Like just about everything else in the church these days, faith formation is changing. Traditional models and 
methods don’t seem to have the impact they once did. What is this new reality and how can we continue to 
support people as they grow in faith? In this workshop, Pastor Keith Anderson will describe the changing faith 
formation landscape and demonstrate through practical real-life stories how social media and digital 
technology can help us meet people where they are and help them grow in faith. 
 
Five Shifts in Youth Ministry        Offered at 4:30 pm in Harrison D 
Pastor Dan Fugate, Assistant to the Bishop for Discipleship, will present 5 shifts that are taking place in youth 
ministry that will be helpful to your congregation regardless of size or context.  Learn from real life examples 
and take home resources that will make a difference in your congregation. 
 
Hearing on ELCA Draft Social Statement on Women and Justice   Offered at 4:30 pm in Harrison B 
Hearings provide an opportunity for participants to share with the task force their concerns, appreciations and 
suggestions about a draft social statement. They also provide a place for participants to hear what others are 
thinking. However, hearings are not a time for discussion or debate. They are a time to offer feedback 
concerning specific parts of the text.  Hearings are a critical and important step in the social statement process 
because they provide comprehensive feedback from across our church during the formative stage of 
statement development. 

 
Meet Ben Kyle         Offered at 3:30 pm in Harrison B 
You’ve heard Ben Kyle perform, lead us in worship and song, and experienced a bit of his life story.  Come and 
meet Ben Kyle in person and learn even more! 
   
Mental Illness is Nothing to Be Ashamed Of!      Offered at 2:30 pm in Harrison C 
Because religion and spirituality play a vital role in healing, people experiencing mental health concerns often 
turn first to a faith leader. From a public-health perspective, faith community leaders are gatekeepers of “first 
responders” when individuals and families face mental health or substance use problems. In that role, they 
can help dispel misunderstandings, reduce stigma associated with mental illness and treatment, and facilitate 
access to treatment for those in need. This session will provide information to help faith leaders work with 
members of their congregations and their families who are facing mental health challenges. The goal is to help 
faith leaders understand more about mental health, mental illness, and treatment, and to help break down 
the barriers that prevent people from seeking the care they need. Presented by Marcia Haaff, CEO, The 
Lutheran Foundation, Fort Wayne, IN. 
 
The Ministry Funding Plan      Offered at 3:30 pm and 4:30 pm in Harrison C 
Ministry Funding Plan: How can we become financially stable for years to come and meet future financial 
commitments? How can we promote current and future gifts? Join our Regional Gift Planner, Chris Burnette, 
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to learn about The Ministry Funding Plan and its deliberate approach that can ensure the future of the church 
financially and grow the outreach of the congregation. 
 
Proclaiming the Gospel via Biblical Storytelling     Offered at 2:30 pm in Harrison A 
I will give a very brief description of how Biblical Storytelling matches the communication of social media. I will 
demonstrate telling a Biblical Story and teach the group a Biblical Story that they will be able to tell by heart.  
Presented by Pastor Ron Poisel, Senior Pastor, Christ Lutheran Church, Jeffersontown, KY. 
 
Reclaiming and Renewing Justice for the Church-in-Action       Offered at 2:30 pm and 3:30 pm in Harrison D 
What is “justice”? How can we apply the biblical concept of justice in our congregations and communities? 
This workshop will help you understand the biblical and theological underpinnings of justice. You’ll also learn 
about resources for talking about issues of public concern in your church. We’ll think through strategies for 
connecting and mobilizing folks in your context to address the important issues in your community.  Presented 
by Dr. Leah Schade and Pastor Barry Neese. 
 
Strategic Discernment for Congregations   Offered at 3:30 pm and 4:30 pm in Harrison A 
Strategies are response to the most important and fruitful questions that a congregation is asking. Strategic 
discernment is a way of working that holds together theological convictions and love for community in order 
to determine where to focus time, energy and money. In the session, we will describe how your congregation 
does discernment now and what it looks like to be as strategic as necessary in that discernment.  Presented by 
Dr. David Odom. 
 
Telling Stories of Faithful Stewardship    Offered at 3:30 pm and 4:30 pm in Calhoun A 
According to stewardship author Rev. Charles Lane, stewardship should consist of ASK, THANK, and TELL. We 
focus on TELL and THANK as important pieces that are sometimes forgotten but are critically important to 
connect members of our congregations to the gifts they share. We give examples of ways to TELL our church’s 
stories, as well as sources to find those stories. This is an introduction to the ministry of Mission Ambassadors 
in our congregations, presented by Phil and Susan Schmidt 
 
The Ten Words:  Managing Your Personal Finances Simply and Faithfully  

Offered at 2:30 pm in Harrison B and at 3:30 pm in Jefferson A 
How can we manage our personal finances faithfully for God’s purposes? While personal finance isn’t always 
easy to do, it doesn’t have to be complicated. Join our IK Stewardship Director, Pastor Jerry O’Neal, as we 
discuss simple and faithful ways of stewarding the financial resources which God provides us. 

 
Service Projects 
 
128 Synod Assembly participants will take part in one of two service projects this year. 
 
We will have volunteers at Community Harvest Food Bank where they will packs bags of food for needy senior 
or hungry kids, stock shelves in their on-site food pantry, or sort food for member agencies.  Community 
Harvest Food Bank distributes 13.1 million pounds of food per year to 393 different member agencies – church 
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food pantries, soup kitchens, homeless shelters, and youth programs.  90,000 unique individuals receive food 
each year.   
 
Others will serve with the Sew Sew Ladies from Faith Lutheran Church in Fort Wayne, and will help sew cancer 
pads which are donated to Cancer Services of Indiana. 
 
Duties of the Synod Assembly 
 
The constitution of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod defines the duties of the Synod Assembly as follows: 

§ Gather, inform, edify, inspire, and empower the people of the synod.  
§ Give direction to the life and mission of this church on the territory of the synod.  
§ Speak publicly to the world, calling for peace and justice, and proclaim God`s love for the world.  
§ Make visible the unity and inclusiveness of the synod, in the celebration of the Eucharist.  
§ Establish program goals and adopt budgets.  
§ Receive reports from the synod officers.  
§ Receive reports from the Synod Council.  
§ Review the work of the synod committees, and for this purpose require and receive reports from  

them and act on business proposed by them.  
§ Elect officers, Synod Council members, members of the Consultation Committee and Committee  

on Discipline, board members, voting members to the Churchwide Assembly, and other persons as  
provided in the constitution or bylaws.  

§ Fulfill other functions as required in the constitution and bylaws.  
§ Conduct such other business as necessary to further the purposes and functions of the synod.  

 

Rules of the Assembly (proposed) 
 

1. All resolutions supported by a petition of at least 50 signatures of voting members of the 2018 
Assembly are due to the Secretary of the Synod by 4:00 pm, Thursday, May 31, 2018.  Deliver to the 
dias at the front of the Assembly Hall. 

2. Each speech from the floor on all resolutions and motions will be limited to 3 minutes. 
3. Voting may be accomplished by the use of electronic voting devices.  The chair may call for affirmative 

and negative votes simultaneously or separately. 
4. A member who has spoken on the pending question(s) may not move the previous question(s). 
5. A motion to end debate by moving the previous question shall apply only to the immediately preceding 

motion. 
6. A motion to end debate on all matters on the floor or more than the immediately pending question is 

not in order. 
7. When a substitute motion is made, secondary amendments may be offered first to the original motion.  

After all secondary amendments to the original motion have been disposed of, secondary amendments 
to the substitute motion may be offered.  When all amendments to the substitute motion have been 
disposed of, the vote shall be taken on whether the substitute motion is to be substituted as the 
original motion or be rejected. 
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8. Any recount must be ordered by a majority vote before the end of the assembly at which the voting 
result was announced. 

 

Voting Member Responsibilities 
 

§ Study the pre-assembly materials. 
§ Attend all sessions of the assembly. 
§ Participate in all legislative actions.  Vote.  If the issue is not clear, ask the chair for clarification. 
§ Share the information and actions of the assembly with your congregation.  This can be done by verbal 

or written report, or both.  Help your congregation know about the work of ministry beyond your local 
parish. 

 

Background Information 
 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
The church was constituted on January 1, 1988, from the previous church bodies of The American Lutheran 
Church, the Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches, and the Lutheran Church in America.    The ELCA 
consists of 65 synods spanning the United States and the Caribbean.   
 
ELCA Regions 
 
The ELCA is divided into nine regions, which are points of connection and ministry for each of the synods in a 
particular region.  The Indiana-Kentucky Synod is one of six synods in Region 6. 
 
The Indiana-Kentucky Synod  
 
A synod is a shared journey.  It comes from Greek words which give us “synonymous” and “odyssey.”  So to be 
together as a synod is to be on a “synonymous odyssey.”  It means that we journey together:  strengthening, 
challenging, and supporting one another as God leads us along similar paths into God’s future. 

OUR MISSION: 
Empower, equip and encourage the people of God to make Christ known 

OUR VISION: 
Every person a Missionary 

Every pastor a Mission Director 
Every Congregation, Conference and Ministry a Mission Center. 

OUR PRIORITIES: 
Cultivate centers for mission 

Form and send faith-filled disciples 
Deepen and expand collaboration and communication 

Form and support missionary leaders 
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OUR CORE VALUES: 
Christ Centered 

Collaboration/Trust/Risk taking 
Communication/Interconnected 

Compassion 
Commitment and Faithfulness 

OUR OPERATING PRINCIPLES: 

Christ centered. We pray together to determine God’s will for us. 
Mission focused. Everything we do contributes to the mission of the church. 

Ministry focused. God has gifted each person for ministry. 
Committed to collaboration. Working together for the good of all and for mission. 

Open to taking risks. We encourage ourselves and each other to try new things. 
Committed to excellence. What we are called to do we do well. 

People focused. We respond to others with care and compassion. 
Open to resources. We want to use all the gifts God sends us. 

Sharing decisions. We use each person’s knowledge/wisdom/experience. 
Sharing accountability. We are accountable to God, each other and the wider church. 

 

In Case of Emergency 
 
To contact the Office of the Bishop during the assembly, please use one of the following phone numbers:  
Pastor Dan Fugate 317.775.4876 or Tom Dearchs 765.210.8788. 
 

Synod Officers and Synod Council 
 
The constitution of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod establishes that the Synod Council serves as the synod’s 
interim legislative authority between meetings of the Synod Assembly.  The functions of the Synod Council as 
set forth in the constitution are as follows: 
 

§ Exercise trusteeship responsibilities on behalf of the synod.  
§ Recommend program goals and budgets to the regular meetings of the Synod Assembly.  
§ Carry out the resolutions of the Synod Assembly and oversee the execution of program goals and the 

financial affairs of the synod.  
§ Provide for an annual review of the roster of ministers of Word and Sacrament and the roster of 

ministers of Word and Service and of other official rosters, receive and act upon appropriate 
recommendations regarding those persons whose status is subject to reconsideration and action under 
the constitution and bylaws of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and make a report to the 
Synod Assembly of the Synod Council’s actions in this regard.  

§ Issue letters of call to rostered ministers as authorized by Chapter 7 of the constitution and bylaws of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  

§ Elect or appoint representatives to the steering committee of its region.  



 16 

§ Fill vacancies until the next regular meeting of the Synod Assembly except as may otherwise be  
provided in the constitution or bylaws of the synod, and determine the fact of the incapacity of an  
officer of the synod.  

§ Report its actions to the regular meeting of the Synod Assembly.  
§ Perform such other functions as are set forth in the bylaws of the synod, or as may be delegated to it  

by the Synod Assembly.  
 
Synod Officers and Synod Council 
 

§ The Rev. Dr. William O. Gafkjen, Bishop* 
 

§ Ted Miller, Vice President* 
 

§ Judy Bush, Secretary* 
 

§ Chris Walda, Treasurer* 
 

§ Pastor Jessica King 
 

§ Pastor Randy Schroeder 
 

§ Pastor Dana Lockhart 
 

§ Pastor Teri Ditslear 
 

§ Pastor Amy Beitelschees-Albers* 
 

§ Pastor Jack Dixon 
 

§ Pastor Michael Vinson 
 

§ Deacon E. Louise Williams 
 

§ Clyde Knigga 
 
 

§ Linda Wray 
 

§ Shawn Hall 
 

§ Laura Richcreek* 
 

§ Donald MacMillan 
 

§ John Huchko 
 

§ Rebecca Daum 
 

§ Vicky Caron 
 

§ Larry Johnson 
 

§ Michael Anderson* 
 

§ Liz Gaskins 
 

§ Noah Smith, Youth Representative 
 

§ Matthew Pope, Young Adult Representative 
 

§ Debby Rieselman, I-K Synodical Women 
Representative 

Executive Committee members are indicated with*
 
Elections Committee 
Pastor Steve Renner, Chair 
Deacon Hope Moran 
Pastor Matt Masko 
Noah Smith 
Larry Johnson 
 
Minutes Committee 
Michael Anderson 
Laura Richcreek 

Becky Daum 
Judy Bush 
 
Reference and Counsel Committee 
Pastor Tim Knauff, Chair 
Michael Anderson 
Pastor Jessica King 
Laura Richcreek 
Marilyn Saum 
Josh Tatum 



 17 

Nominations 
Rev. Tim Kraemer, Chair  
Melissa Kratzer  
Janet Manning  
Dorothy Nevils  
Rev. Will Peugeot  
Rev. Wendy Piano  

Gary Pook  
Tim Sherrill  
Rev. Sue Socha  
Bob Young  
 
Parlimentarian 
Josh Tatum 

 

Rostered Leaders who have died since the last Assembly 
 
+Pastor Joseph Kiser 
+Sister Elsie Fregeau 
+Pastor Jacob Hoffman 
+Betty Haynes (spouse of Pastor Frederick Haynes) 

+Pastor Jim Simpson 
+Pastor Mack Goeglein 
+Terry Sparks (spouse of Pastor Doris Sparks) 
+Pastor Daniel Enber 

 

Rostered Leaders who are new to the Synod 
 
Pastor Steve Myers – Metropolitan Chicago  
Pastor John Roberts – Metropolitan Chicago 
Sister Barbara Collins – Minneapolis Area  
Pastor Kirk Havel – North/West Lower Michigan 
Pastor Joy Heine – first call 
Pastor Creighton Leptak, Jr. – first call 
Pastor Carolyn Satre – Metropolitan Chicago 
Pastor Timothy Holt – Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast 
Pastor Melinda Gapen – Southwestern Washington 

Pastor Adam Forbes – Delaware-Maryland 
Pastor Bradley Davick – Metropolitan Chicago 
Pastor Dominic Guido – South Central Synod of 
Wisconsin 
Pastor Lecia Beck – first call 
Pastor Ruth Popkin – Northwestern Minnesota 
Pastor Eric Schlichting – Metropolitan Chicago 
Pastor Heidi Schwerdtfeger-Jones – Texas-Louisiana 
Gulf Coast 

 

Congregational Anniversaries 
 

175 
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Connersville, Indiana 

 
150 

First Trinity Lutheran Church, Indianapolis, Indiana 
 

125 
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Anderson, Indiana 

First Lutheran Church, Columbus, Indiana 
St. John Lutheran Church, Elwood, Indiana 

 
50 

Redeemer Lutheran Church, Somerset, Kentucky 
Risen Savior Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne, Indiana 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Linton, Indiana
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Rostered Leader Anniversaries 
 
10 
Pastor Brian Spahr 
Pastor Ronnie “Chip” Belanga 
Pastor Christopher Duckworth 
Pastor Dana Newhouse 
Pastor Derek Nelson 
Pastor John Hickey 
Pastor Matthew Voyer 
 
15  
Pastor James Ward 
Pastor Jane Rothman 
Pastor Timothy Knauff 
Deacon Barbara Limbach 
 
20 
Pastor Brian Peterson 
Pastor Catherine Burnette 
Pastor Daniel Fugate 
Pastor Elizabeth Davis Manning 
Pastor Jeffrey Iacobazzi 
Pastor Keith Hedrick 
Pastor Mary Poston 
Pastor Matthew Manning 
Pastor Paul Offhaus 
Pastor Scott Moore 
Pastor Terri Peterson 
 
25 
Pastor Paulette Stahlke 
Pastor Richard Sward 
Pastor Ronald Beltz 
 

30  
Pastor David Hewitt 
Pastor Mark Sloss 
Pastor Thelma Megill-Cobbler 
 
35 
Pastor Jane Aicher 
Pastor Jeffrey Romer 
Pastor John Kost 
Pastor Mark Reshan 
Deacon Diane Marten 
 
40  
Pastor Barry Neese 
Pastor Barry Riehle 
Pastor Daniel Stroble 
Pastor James Culver 
Pastor John Mikenas 
Pastor John Walker 
Pastor Maxwell Johnson 
Pastor Robert Meckley 
Pastor Robert Rohrman 
Pastor Steven Albertin 
Pastor Thomas Duval 
Pastor Thomas Frey 
Pastor William Steinke 
 
45 
Pastor Dale Henderson 
Pastor James Kuchera 
Pastor Edward Young 
Pastor Gene Hollingsworth 
Pastor James Stuck 

Pastor Richard Poole 
Pastor Ronald Luckey 
Pastor Russell Vance 
Pastor Stanley Sneeringer 
Pastor Thomas Swasko 
Deacon Marilyn Smith 
 
50 
Pastor Frederick Haynes 
Pastor James Gaynor 
Pastor Paul Swartz 
Pastor William Howard 
Pastor John Schmeling 
 
55 
Pastor Allan Sager 
Pastor Donald Meyers 
Pastor Edward Boone 
Pastor Joel Vogel 
Pastor John Hofer 
Pastor John Holten 
Pastor Karl Korbel 
Pastor Loren Van Oort 
Pastor Russell Snyder 
Pastor Stanley Peterson 
Pastor Theodore Ludwig 
 
60 
Pastor Donald Luck 
 
65 
Pastor Cuthbert Pauluhn 

 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS  

ELCA TERMS 
1517 Media • Operates as Augsburg Fortress Publishers, Fortress Press, and Sparkhouse.  Augsburg Fortress is the 
nonprofit corporation that provides pastors, educators, worship planners and members of the ELCA with products and 
services that communicate the Gospel, enhance faith and enrich the life of the Christian community from a Lutheran 
perspective. Fortress Press focuses on academic and theological works.  Sparkhouse produces resources for ELCA and 
other denominations. 
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Conference of Bishops (COB) • The 65 bishops of the ELCA meeting for prayer, deliberation, and discernment.  Bishop 
William Gafkjen currently serves as Chair of the Conference of Bishops. 

Church Council • The governing board of the ELCA, entrusted with the business of the ELCA between triennial 
churchwide assemblies.  Although congregations often refer to their governing boards as their “church council,” 
constitutionally they are called “congregation councils.” 

Churchwide • Term referring to any ministry, process, or emphasis carried out across the entire ELCA. The term is also 
used to refer to the headquarters of the ELCA in Chicago, Illinois, which is housed in the ELCA Lutheran Center near 
O’Hare airport.  

ELCA • Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (Denominational title), formed by the 1988 merger of the American 
Lutheran Church (ALC), the Lutheran Church in America (LCA), and the Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches 
(AELC). The three expressions of this church body are the congregations, synods, and the churchwide organization 
headquartered in Chicago. The ELCA has over 3.6 million members in about 9,000 congregations (2016 figures).  

Full Communion • A relationship between Christian denominations in which each fully accepts the validity of the other’s 
ministry and sacraments.  

Full Communion Partners • In the ELCA this term refers to those denominations with which we enjoy full-communion 
relationships: Episcopal Church USA, United Methodist Church USA, Moravian, Presbyterian Church USA, Reformed 
Church in America, and United Church of Christ.  

Portico • Portico, a nonprofit corporation based in Minnesota, provides retirement, health and related benefits and 
services to enhance the well-being of nearly 50,000 pastors, deacons, employees and their families. The vision of Portico 
is for those they serve to lead healthy lives and achieve financial security.  

Presiding Bishop • The pastor elected by the churchwide assembly to lead the ministry of the entire ELCA; currently 
serving is Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton.  

Region 6 • One of 9 regions of the ELCA and includes 6 synods:  Southeast Michigan, North/West Lower Michigan, 
Indiana-Kentucky, Northwestern Ohio, Northeastern Ohio, and Southern Ohio. 

SYNOD TERMS 
Bishop • The pastor elected by the Synod Assembly to lead a synod of the ELCA; currently serving the Indiana-Kentucky 
Synod is Bishop William Gafkjen. 

Conference • A geographical grouping of congregations within the synod.  There are ten in the I-K Synod: Southeast 
Indiana, Eastern Kentucky, South Central Indiana, Northeast indiana, Northwest Indiana, North Central Indiana, East 
Central Indiana, Indianapolis area, Evansville area, Lafayette area. 

Connect • Connect is a two-year transformational ministry process that engages four lay people and the pastor (if the 
congregation has one) in training sessions every six months called “Links.”  The process is designed to ensure on-going 
engagement in renewal of the congregation. 

DEM • Director for Evangelical Mission who is called by churchwide to serve in the Indiana-Kentucky Synod; currently 
serving the I-K Synod is Pastor Nancy Nyland. 
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Executive Committee • Four officers and four at-large members of the Synod Council. 
 
Office of the Bishop • Located in Indianapolis, Indiana, where the bishop and staff facilitate our ministry together. The 
Office of the Bishop is located at 911 East 86th Street, Suite 200, Indianapolis, IN  46240.  

IK Synod • Indiana-Kentucky Synod. 

Synod • In the ELCA, one of 65 regional units or expressions of the church. 

Synod Council • The elected leaders of a synod, including laity and clergy, the vice president, secretary, treasurer, and 
Bishop.  

LEADERSHIP TERMS 
Call Process • The process of matching the gifts of rostered leaders with a new ministry opportunity. 

Candidacy • The process by which those discerning a call to ministry are supported and guided through the process of 
Entrance, Endorsement, and Approval as they prepare for ministry vocations as rostered ministers.  

Clergy • A rostered minister of Word and Sacrament most often referred to as a Pastor. 
 
Deacon •Rostered ministers called to the ministry of word and service speak God’s word to God’s world, and, in turn, 
they speak also for the needs of God’s world to the church.  Word and Service ministers serve in specialized areas such 
as social work, chaplaincy, education, congregational ministry, healthcare agencies, community organizing, outreach 
development, youth ministry, community non-profits and advocacy. In addition to their specialized calls of service, Word 
and Service ministers are called and accountable as public leaders to serve with Word and Sacrament ministers in 
equipping the church to meet the needs of the world. 
 
Dean • A rostered minister chosen to lead one of the Conferences within a synod.  

First Call • The first ministry where a Deacon or Pastor serves upon completing theological education and being 
rostered. 

First Call Theological Education • A structured program of continuing education for rostered ministers in their first three 
years of service. 

Interim • A rostered minister who is serving a ministry between two called persons.  

Intern • A seminary student who serves on staff of a ministry as training for concluding his or her theological education.  

Lay Person • All the baptized who are not rostered leaders.  

Ministry Site Profile (MSP) • Congregations complete a Ministry Site Profile as part of the call process in order to convey 
information about their congregation’s identity, context, and the traits needed in their next called leader. 

Officers • The officers of the synod are the Bishop, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer. 

On Leave From Call • a rostered pastor or deacon who is currently not serving a call to a ministry. 
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Pastor • A rostered minister of Word and Sacrament. 
 
Pastor of Record • When a congregation is not currently being served by a called pastor, a pastor of record is appointed 
by the Bishop.  The pastor of record is normally the pastor of a nearby ELCA congregation.  The pastor of record is 
required to attend all congregation council and congregational meetings during the vacancy and can be called upon in 
emergency situations. 
 
Roster, Rostered • The Roster is the official list of all the pastors and deacons in the ELCA. A leader who appears on this 
list is said to be “rostered.” 

Rostered Minister Profile (RMP) • Rostered leaders complete a Rostered Leader Profile as part of the call process in 
order to convey information about their strengths, theological understandings, and settings which would call forth their 
best gifts. 

Synodically Authorized Worshipping Community (SAWC) • A worshipping community which is authorized by the synod 
when the population base is insufficient to establish or maintain a congregation.  A SAWC may be developed to test a 
field for future congregational development, in seasonal or recreation areas, or from congregations or congregation 
developments that are unable to meet the requirements to become a congregation. 
 
Supply Preacher • The person who preaches at a Sunday morning worship service who is not the called pastor or deacon 
of the faith community. 
 
Vision and Expectations • A document that states the conduct expected of all rostered leaders in the ELCA and with 
which rostered ministers must comply.  

RELATED EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 
Seminary • The theological educational institutions that train rostered ministers and ministry professionals in the ELCA. 
There are 7 ELCA Seminaries in the US:  Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN; Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago (LSTC), 
Chicago; Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, SC; Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary (PLTS), Berkley, 
CA; Trinity Lutheran Seminary, Columbus, OH; United Lutheran Seminary, Gettysburg and Philadelphia, PA; Wartburg 
Theological Seminary, Dubuque, IA. 

Capital University • Capital University, a college of the ELCA, located in Columbus, Ohio. 

Valparaiso University • Valparaiso is an independent Lutheran university located in the Northwest Indiana town of 
Valparaiso. 

Wittenberg University • Wittenberg University, a college of the ELCA, located in Springfield, Ohio. 

CTS • Christian Theological Seminary, an ecumenical seminary located in Indianapolis.  

TEEM • Theological Education for Emerging Ministries is a non-residential and contextual-education program aimed at 
preparing women and men for ordained ministry in the ELCA.  The Indiana-Kentucky Synod has a TEEM program in 
partnership with Pacific Theological Seminary in Berkley, CA. 
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ASSEMBLY TERMS 
Memorial • A document which is considered by the voting members of a Synod Assembly, asking the Churchwide 
Assembly to take a position or initiate an action related to a specific issue. Memorials are adopted, or they fail.  
 
Plenary • A full session of all voting members in which business is conducted and reports are heard.  
 
Reference and Counsel • This committee reviews all resolutions and memorials prior to their consideration at an 
assembly. 
 
Resolution • Requests for actions, priorities, or positions are brought before the assembly in the form of a resolution. 
Resolutions are adopted, or they fail. 
 
Visitor • Any person who attends an assembly to observe, not as a voting member. 
 
Voting Member • At the Synod Assembly, an individual elected to listen, discern, and decide on behalf of the whole 
synod.  At the Churchwide Assembly of the ELCA, an individual elected to listen, discern, and decide on behalf of the 
whole church. (The term, “delegate” is not used in relation to assemblies.)  
 

Synod Staff 
 

Rev. Dr. William O. Gafkjen 
Bishop 

bishopbill@iksynod.org 
 

Rev. Heather Apel 
Assistant to the Bishop for Leadership 

hapel@iksynod.org 
 

Rev. Dr. Daniel W. Fugate 
Assistant to the Bishop for Discipleship 

dfugate@iksynod.org 
 

Rev. Nancy Nyland 
Director of Evangelical Mission 

nnyland@iksynod.org 
 

Rev. Dr. Jerry O’Neal 
Director for Stewardship 

joneal@iksynod.org 
 

Tom Dearchs 
Synod Coordinator for Communications, 

Office, and Synod Assembly 
tdearchs@iksynod.org 

 

 
Christopher Burnette 
Regional Gift Planner 

ELCA Foundation 
Chris.burnette@elca.org 

 
Sue Miller 

Accountant 
smiller@iksynod.org 

 
April Lynch 

Administrative Assistant  
to the Bishop, Database Manager 

alynch@iksynod.org 
 

Sylvia Ore 
Administrative Assistant to  
Rev. Apel and Bookkeeper 

sylore@iksynod.org 
 

Carol Ann Webb 
Administrative Assistant to Pastor Nyland, 

Pastor Fugate, and Pastor O’Neal 
cwebb@iksynod.org 
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