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Meeting in West Lafayette, Indiana, at the Purdue 
Memorial Union at Purdue University under the 
theme “Who is My Neighbor?,” this year’s Synod 
Assembly provided ample opportunity for 
worship, learning, fellowship, service, and for 
attending to the business of the synod. 
 
Meeting May 31 – June 2, 2019, there were 3 
keynote speakers.  Pastor Tim Taylor currently 
serves as Pastor of Grace Lutheran Church in 

Raleigh, NC. Pastor Taylor has led many workshops and spoken on the topic of diversity in our 
society. Pastor Sharon Taylor has more than thirty years of experience in youth ministry, including 
working at Beisler Camping and Retreat Center where she met her husband Pastor Tim Taylor. 
She currently serves as Senior Pastor at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Raleigh, NC. She and her 
husband led diversity training for the volunteers at this past summer’s ELCA Youth Gathering in 
Houston. Pastor Mandy France serves as a solo pastor at Our Savior’s Lutheran in Bird Island, MN. 
While at Luther Seminary she took several classes on interfaith relations during her studies at 
Luther and formed her pastoral internship project around Christian and Muslim dialogue. Her 
project, Love Thy Neighbor, gained national attention and was featured in the Washington Post 
and on Katie Couric’s series “America Inside Out.”    
 
Judith Roberts was our Churchwide Representative and presented the ELCA Churchwide Report 
to the Assembly.  Judith serves as ELCA Program Director for Racial Justice. The work of the ELCA 
Racial Justice ministries educates, equips and engages leaders to analyze the systems of racism 
and identify solutions that create equitable outcomes within and outside of the ELCA. We heard 
about the work of the churchwide expression of the church and learned about the ways in which 
we are called to live out our baptismal identities. 

 
Rachel Kurtz served as the musician for this year’s 
Assembly. Rachel shared the ways that God is at 
work in her life through her music and through 
stories.  
 
High school students and adult faith mentors 
participated in the Youth Leadership Summit held in 
conjunction with Synod Assembly.  Students heard 
from our Assembly keynote speakers as well as from 
Rachel Kurtz.  In addition to leadership development 

activities, students also helped lead the Opening Eucharist and Sunday morning’s Sending 
Eucharist. 
 



The Opening Eucharist featured a variety of musical styles.  Rachel 
Kurtz lead portions of the service.  Thomas Dearchs and David White 
served as Directors of Music.  A woodwind trio, bass guitar, guitar, 
saxophone, conga drums, and Assembly Choir added to the festival 
sound.  Participants from the Youth Leadership Summit, held in 
conjunction with Synod Assembly, led the procession.  The Rev. Dr. 
Donald K. Gillett II, Executive Director of the Kentucky Council of 
Churches preached a powerful sermon.  On Saturday evening we 
prayed Evening Prayer and had a time of Remembrance of the Faithful 
Departed. The Sending Eucharist also featured a variety of musical 
styles. Cory Thomas Pechan Driver and Travis Woodfield were 

Consecrated to the Ministry of Word and Service. It was a very festive service! 
 

 
 
 
For the second year in a row, there were 7 Affinity Groups, an open-space time, where those in 
attendance had the opportunity to learn from one another.  “It was a great time of sharing and 
discussion, thank you!” is how one participant described the experience. Twelve different 
workshops were offered on Saturday afternoon.  Topics ranged from Love Thy Neighbor!, led by 
Pastor Mandy France, to the Opioid Crisis in America, led by Kal William Rissman. 
 
A highlight for many was the screening of “Won’t You Be My Neighbor?”, a 2018 American 
documentary film directed by Morgan Neville about the life and guiding philosophy of Fred 
Rogers, the host and creator of Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood.  
 
The offering collected on Friday evening and designated for the ACE Food Pantry totaled 
$2778.91 and the offering collected on Sunday morning and designated for HKBP Disaster Relief 
totaled $2461.10. The Assembly also adopted the Synod Budget for 2020-2021 and elected 
persons to serve on Synod Council and several Synod committees.   
 
MissionFest provided a venue to learn more about a variety of ministries of the synod, ELCA, and 
within our mission territory. 
 


