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MINUTES 

32nd ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 

INDIANA-KENTUCKY SYNOD, ELCA 

PURDUE MEMORIAL UNION 

WEST LAFAYETTE, INDIANA 

Friday, May 31, 2019 

OPENING OF ASSEMBLY  

Following a 12:15 p.m. welcome and orientation session in Room 202 of Stewart Hall for first 

time attendees led by Synod Council Vice-President Ted Miller and Synod Attorney Josh Tatum, the 

Synod Assembly began with the opening of the assembly liturgy in the South Ballroom, Purdue 

Memorial Union in West Lafayette, Indiana.  Synod musician Rachel Kurtz led the assembly in singing 

“There Is a Balm in Gilad”.  Bishop Gafkjen continued the opening liturgy.  He concluded by declaring the 

32nd Indiana-Kentucky Synod Assembly to be in session, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.   

BIBLE STUDY WITH BISHOP GAFKJEN 

Bishop Gafkjen noted that he has been with those in hospitals and with those in sickness or 

distress.  He asked the assembly to read with him a portion of Isaiah 43.  Isaiah spoke the words on 

behalf of the one triune God.  He noted that Isaiah has three parts.  A significant question was “How do 

we sing the Lord’s song in this foreign land?”  He asked individuals to discuss the question, what do 

circumstances in your local church cause you to fear and lament?  He asked individuals to hold in their 

hearts what they just discussed.  Thus, says the Lord, the one who created you, formed you Indiana-

Kentucky Synod (he asked the group to place the name of their congregation), I have redeemed you, 

called you by name.  You are mine.  The spirit is sealed in our hearts forever.  I love you (Isaiah 43:4); this 

is the only time God says this in scripture.   

PLENARY SESSION I, GREETINGS AND INTRODUCTIONS, OPENING REMARKS 

Bishop William Gafkjen called the meeting to order at 1:37 p.m. in the South Ballroom of Purdue 

Memorial Union.  During the Bible discussion he took a picture of everyone and sent it with the synod’s 

new Instagram account, @IKSynodELCA.  He stated to the assembly, “He is grateful that you are 

here.”  He noted the changes at this year’s assembly and asked individuals to embrace the newness.  

Purdue is doing much of the work of registration.  Bishop Gafkjen noted that fourteen other synods 

were in assembly this weekend.  Several are electing bishops.  He then did introductions. 

Bishop Gafkjen introduced the following individuals:  Rachel Kurtz, Assembly Musician; Judith 

Roberts, who is the Churchwide Representative and serves as the ELCA Program Director for Racial 

Justice; Chris Burnette, ELCA Foundation Gift Planner (he was not in the room but will be doing a 

breakout session); Ted Miller, Vice-President of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod; Judy Bush, Secretary of the 

Indiana-Kentucky Synod; and Josh Tatum, Parliamentarian and Synod Attorney; Chris Walda, Treasurer 

of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod (he wasn’t present at the time), and Dr. Donald Gillett, executive director 

of the Kentucky Council of Churches (he was not here yet but will have the sermon at the evening 

worship service).  He announced that keynote presenters would be introduced later as they speak.   
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KEYNOTE PRESENTATION 1 

Revs. Tim and Sharon Taylor from the North Carolina Synod came to help the assembly 
explore ‘Who is My Neighbor?’  Rev. Tim stated that they like to be interactive in their 
presentations.  Rev. Sharon led the group in prayer.  They started with the label game and 
asked for fifteen to twenty volunteers.  They placed stickers on the foreheads of the volunteers.  
The rest of the assembly was asked to do “fish bowling.”  The volunteers reacted differently to 
the others based on what was written on their forehead.  They were asked if their label was 
positive or negative; most could surmise something about their label.  They were asked to say 
what the label said; several could make an accurate guess based on how people reacted to 
them.  Fish bowlers were asked what they observed.   

Does reading the label really help?  Why this label game?  We all use labels and 
sometime are not conscious of it.  We respond to people based on the label we assign to them.  
Rev. Tim has been pulled over more than fifty times, only once for a traffic violation.  He is 
African American, and Rev. Sharon is Caucasian.  They have been married thirty-four years.  
They shared some of the reactions they have experienced.   

They are here to draw us all into self-reflection and hope the group has some “aha” 
moments.  They will have workshops tomorrow and encouraged individuals to join them.  We 
have boxes of prejudice in which we sort others.  The problem is that we live under the 
delusion that human beings are separate entities that are independent of one another.  
Individualism is how we think about our private salvation.   

The challenge is to reach out to our neighbors even if the neighborhood has changed.  
Many individuals’ perception of God’s salvation is an example of trying to create God in our 
image.  The Biblical witness describes a salvation or restoration that will transform the whole 
created order.  Restoration is not just for human beings.  The whole created order is 
interconnected and loved by God.  We are interconnected parts of the same creation.  I am 
because we are.  They read the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25—37) which is an 
example of labeling.  Jesus told the parable in response to the question, ‘who is my neighbor?’  
The neighbor is the one who showed the man mercy.  Jesus is radically inclusive, so where does 
that leave us?  We may need voluntary displacement.  It is about living ourselves into new ways 
of thinking.   

Personal responsibility is not about following the leader.  It is about saying, “I am 
responsible for what I do.”   

They will have two workshops Saturday afternoon.  They closed with prayer.  Bishop 

Gafkjen expressed gratitude for Pastors Tim and Sharon and was grateful that they missed their 

own synod assembly to be with us.   

MUSIC WITH RACHEL KURTZ 

Synod musician Rachel Kurtz led the group in singing and dancing.   

PRELIMINARY CREDENTIALS REPORT  

At 2:55 p.m. Bishop Gafkjen invited Rev. Amy Beitelschees-Albers to the dais to give the 

preliminary report of registration for the 32nd Annual Indiana-Kentucky Synod Assembly.  Registrants as 

of 2:40 p.m. were 197 lay voting members, of which 5 were deacons, 82 were pastors, 21 were 
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visitors and 18 were retired rostered leaders.  Secretary Bush indicated to Bishop Gafkjen that the 

early registration reflected a quorum.  Bishop Gafkjen declared that we were officially convened as an 

assembly.   

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

Bishop Gafkjen asked Secretary Judy Bush to the dais to present the proposed agenda 

(Attachment A).  Secretary Bush noted that the proposed agenda was on pages 1-2 of the Assembly 

Handbook received at registration.  The agenda was approved by the Synod Council for adoption by the 

Synod Assembly.  On behalf of the Synod Council, Secretary Bush moved that the proposed Synod 

Assembly Agenda as recommended be adopted.  Bishop Bill stated that the agenda was on the floor, 

and unless there were any objections, we would adopt this agenda for the assembly.  There being no 

discussion, it was 

VOTED:  SA/2019/1:  that the Synod Assembly agenda recommended by the Indiana-

Kentucky Synod Council in SC/2019/22 be adopted.  

Secretary Bush announced that there are Parliamentary Procedure Charts on tables for 

reference – please leave them on the tables at the end of each session.  She announced that proposed 

rules of the assembly can be found on page 3 of the onsite assembly handbook.  Bishop Gafkjen stated 

that the rules are on the floor and unless there are any objections, we will adopt these rules for the 

assembly.  There being no discussion the Synod Assembly  

VOTED:  SA/2019/2:  that the Synod Assembly rules recommended by the Indiana-

Kentucky Synod Council be adopted.  

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES 

Secretary Bush announced that the Synod Council had appointed the following 2019 Synod 

Assembly Committees: 

Minutes Committee – Michael Anderson, Rebecca Daum, Rev. Michael Vinson, Josh Tatum, and 

Judy Bush, ex officio. 

Reference and Counsel Committee – Rev. Erik Allen, Chair, Michael Anderson, Rev. Melinda 

Gapen, Laura Richcreek, Marilyn Saum, and Josh Tatum, Parliamentarian.    

Conduct of Elections Committee – Rev. Steven Renner, Chairperson, Deacon Hope Moran, Rev. 

Matt Masco, Noah Smith, Larry Johnson and Rev. Daniel Fugate, (staff liaison). 

PRESENTATION OF THE BALLOTS/NOMINATION COMMITTEE REPORT 

Bishop Gafkjen invited Rev. Adam Forbes, chair of the nominating committee, to the dais to give 

the nominating committee’s report.  Rev. Forbes announced there were three open positions on Synod 

Council to be filled by clergy.  Each position is a three-year term.  The nominees were Rev. Michael 

Vinson, Rev. Teri Ditslear, and Rev. Ryan Bailey.  Bishop Gafkjen asked for nominations from the floor, 

there were none.  Since there were no nominations from the floor, Bishop Gafkjen declared that the 

Synod Assembly  

VOTED:  SA/2019/3:  that Rev. Ryan Bailey, Rev. Teri Ditslear, and Rev. Michael Vinson be 

elected as Synod Council at large members for three-year terms.   
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Next Rev. Forbes reported that Morgan Bodie had been nominated to the two-year youth term 

on the Synod Council.  Bishop Gafkjen asked for nominations from the floor, there were none.  Since 

there were no nominations from the floor, Bishop Gafkjen declared that the Synod Assembly  

VOTED:  SA/2019/4:  that Morgan Bodie be elected as Synod Council at large youth 

member for a two-year term.   

Rev. Forbes reported that Noah Smith had been nominated to the three-year young adult term 

on the Synod Council.  Bishop Gafkjen asked for nominations from the floor, there were none.  Since 

there were no nominations from the floor, Bishop Gafkjen declared that the Synod Assembly  

VOTED:  SA/2019/5:  that Noah Smith be elected as Synod Council at large young adult 

member for a three-year term.   

Rev. Forbes reported that there are four vacancies and four nominees to six-year terms on the 

Discipline Committee:  two clergy, Rev. Lecia Beck and Rev. Bradley W. Davick; a lay female, Kim 

Filiatrault, and a lay male, Joshua Ferrier.  Bishop Gafkjen asked for nominations from the floor; there 

were none.  Since there were no nominations from the floor, Bishop Gafkjen declared that the Synod 

Assembly  

VOTED:  SA/2019/6:  that Rev. Lecia Beck, Rev. Bradley W. Davick, Kim Filiatrault, and 

Joshua Ferrier be elected as members of the Discipline Committee for six-year terms.   

Rev. Forbes reported that Rev. Katherine Kolodziejczy had been nominated to a six-year term on 

the Consultation Committee.  Bishop Gafkjen asked for nominations from the floor, there were none.  

Since there were no nominations from the floor, Bishop Gafkjen declared that the Synod Assembly  

VOTED:  SA/2019/7:  that Pastor Katherine Kolodziejczy be elected as a member of the 

Consultation Committee for a six-year term.   

Rev. Forbes reported that there is a vacancy on the Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Indiana-

Kentucky Corporation Board for a clergy member and for a three-year term.  Rev. Dom Guido and Rev. 

Adam Ruschau had been nominated for that position.  Bishop Gafkjen asked for nominations from the 

floor, there were none.  Since there were no nominations from the floor, Bishop Gafkjen declared 

nominations closed and announced that the election will occur later during the Synod Assembly.   

Bishop Gafkjen invited Mike Anderson to the dais for a report from the Special Nominating Task 

Force for the position of the Office of Secretary.  Mike reported that Rev. Teri Ditslear and Linda Wray 

were also on the task force.  He reported on behalf of the task force that Judy Bush be nominated 

Secretary of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod for a third four-year term.  Bishop Gafkjen asked for 

nominations from the floor; there were none.  Bishop Gafkjen declared that the Synod Assembly  

VOTED:  SA/2019/8:  that Judy Bush be elected as secretary of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod 

for a four-year term.   

Bishop Gafkjen invited Secretary Judy Bush to the dais to report on lay synod council elections 

and for her oral report to the assembly.  Secretary Bush noted that there were three lay positions open 

on the Synod Council for three-year terms.  Additionally, there was one vacancy with two years 

remaining on the term.  Lay Synod Council members represent their conferences, so the conference 

nominates the individual for the position and there are no nominations from the floor in accordance 
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with the synod constitution. The term is for three years and an individual may serve two consecutive 

terms. After a six-year period the conference is represented by the opposite gender; i.e., if the 

conference was represented by a lay male for six years, it would then be represented by a lay female for 

six years.  The four open Synod Council Lay Conference Positions and the nominees are the following:   

▪ Southeast Indiana Conference – Lay male, 2 years remaining, no nominee  

▪ Northwest Conference – Lay male, Don MacMillan 

▪ North Central Conference – Lay male, no nominee  

▪ East Kentucky Conference – Lay female, Linda Wray  

Secretary Bush asked the nominees to stand as their names were called. Consistent with 

S10.07.04., no further nominations were permitted from the floor, and the Bishop declared the two 

individuals elected by acclamation and it, therefore, was  

VOTED:  SA/2019/9:  that Don MacMillan and Linda Wray be elected to three-year terms 

as lay members of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod Council.   

REPORT OF SECRETARY OF THE SYNOD 

Secretary Bush related that this last year for her and her role on the Synod Council continues to 

be distinct from previous years.  Beginning the end of June, she received six months of chemotherapy 

and continues to monitor her health.  She began by thanking so many who lifted her up in prayer and 

good wishes.   

The Secretary’s role is to take notes of Synod Assemblies and meetings of the Synod Council and 

executive committee.  As secretary she signs some official documents and is on the task force that 

reviews congregation constitutions as required by the congregation and synod constitutions.   

The Synod Council acts as the board of directors of the synod and serves as its interim legislative 

authority between meetings of the Synod Assembly.  Members are elected by the Synod Assembly.  

There are four officers:  the bishop, vice president, secretary and treasurer; the bishop serves a six-year 

term and the other officers serve four-year terms.  Additionally, there is one lay member from each of 

the ten conferences, eight clergy under call, one deacon, one youth and one young adult member.  The 

adult members serve three-year terms and the youth serves a two-year term.  The clergy members, 

deacon, youth member, and the young adult member are elected at large by the Synod Assembly upon 

nomination by the Nominating Committee or nominations from the Synod Assembly.  Lay members 

representing conferences are nominated by their conference with no nominations from the Synod 

Assembly nor from the Nominating Committee.  If less than two persons of color and/or persons whose 

primary language is other than English are elected to the Synod Council, the Synod Council at its first 

meeting following the annual Synod Assembly shall elect to the Synod Council for a three year term up 

to two lay members to ensure that there are two persons of color and/or persons whose primary 

language is other than English on the Synod Council. 

The Indiana-Kentucky Synod Council has met four times since the 2018 Synod Assembly and met 

May 31st prior to the 2019 Synod Assembly.  Meetings were held in September, November, and March 

over two-day periods beginning on Friday evening through Saturday afternoon.  Due to weather 

conditions the regularly scheduled meeting in January was changed to an electronic meeting using an 

application that allowed members to see and hear other participants during the morning of January 

19th.  Minutes that have been approved are found on the synod website: https://iksynod.org/synod-

https://iksynod.org/synod-council


32nd Annual Synod Assembly, Indiana-Kentucky Synod, ELCA, Minutes  6 

council.  Also, available on the website are the minutes for recent Synod Assemblies, including the 2018 

Synod Assembly.   

Secretary Bush shared significant actions of the Synod Council during the last year.  Paul 

Wangerin, who is vice-president of our sister synod, West Virginia-Western Maryland Synod, was the 

Synod Council’s guest in September.  Bishop Gafkjen and Pastor Michael Vinson were authorized to 

work on restructuring the Campus Ministry committee.   

During the Synod Council meetings in September, November, and March, sharing of the 

Eucharist, led by synod council members and synod staff, occurred.  Also, during meetings, changes in 

the status of pastors have been reviewed and approved, such as on-leave-from call, retirement, or 

interim assignments.  Reports from staff members are shared as well as reports from committees and 

task forces.   

During the November meeting and during the generative portion of the meeting the council 

began engaging in discussion of Canoeing the Mountains, Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory by 

Tod Bolsinger.  Reports were received from the Mission Support Task Force, the Racial Justice Task 

Force, the 50th Anniversary of the Ordination of Women Working Group, the Campus Ministry 

restructure committee, and the I-K Synod Women of the ELCA.  Kemper CPA was approved to do the 

audit of the synod financial reports.  A task force was established to review and recommend changes in 

the role of conferences and conference deans.   

The January Synod Council meeting was held electronically.  Registration fees for the 2019 

Synod Assembly were approved.  The Synod Assembly offering designations were approved.  Deacon 

candidate Cory Driver was called as Director of the Transformational Leadership Academy.  The council 

learned that a food truck had been secured for the SAWC So Much More.   

During the March Synod Council meeting the council engaged in discussions regarding 

reimagining conferences.  The Mission Support Task Force assigned council members to congregation 

visitations and discussions to listen and learn from cultures of generosity.  The proposed Synod 

Assembly agenda, the proposed 2020--21 Synod Budget, the proposed standards for ministers of Word 

and Service compensation, the proposed standards for ministers of Word and Sacrament compensation, 

the Synod Assembly committees, and proposed changes to the synod’s bylaws were approved for 

presentation to the Synod Assembly for approval.     

Another important function handled by the council is the review of congregation constitutions.  

Changes in congregation constitutions are reviewed by the Congregation Constitution Task Force with 

action regarding those constitutions reported to the Synod Council.  The Indiana-Kentucky Synod 

Guidelines for Adopting or Amending Congregational Constitutions is available to help congregations 

when changing their constitutions.  It can be found at https://iksynod.org/document/guidelines-

revising-congregational-constitutions/ and was last revised January 2019.  With the upcoming 

Churchwide Assembly in August, there likely will be more changes to the model congregation 

constitution.  It will be important and appropriate to review congregation constitutions after 

Churchwide Assembly. 

Secretary Bush closed by stating that she was looking forward to exploring with you Who is My 

Neighbor. 

https://iksynod.org/synod-council
https://iksynod.org/document/guidelines-revising-congregational-constitutions/
https://iksynod.org/document/guidelines-revising-congregational-constitutions/
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CHURCHWIDE GREETINGS FROM JUDITH ROBERTS 

Bishop Gafkjen introduced Judith Roberts, the churchwide representative for the assembly.  She 

serves as ELCA Program Director for Racial Justice.  She has worked with the synod task force on racial 

justice, including workshops at the churchwide office for synod personnel and will be working with the 

task force in the future.  She began with a video presentation from churchwide.  She thanked everyone 

for being at the assembly, for giving their time for the work of the church, and extended greetings on 

behalf of Bishop Elizabeth Eaton.   

Judith reviewed the Always Being Made New Campaign, which has been a five-year campaign 

that will end June 30.  The goal has been to raise $198 million in support for existing and new ministries.  

As of April 30, more than $186 million has been given in cash and multiyear commitments, as well as 

$53 million in planned gifts.  She related that $458,500 has been given from this synod.  She noted the 

Grace and Glory Lutheran choice program food pantry in Goshen, Kentucky. There has been $11.5 

million given for disasters; there were 80 leaders in Washington. D.C. advocating for help due to climate 

change.  Lutheran Disaster Response also worked internationally in 47 emergencies in 33 countries.  The 

Fund for Leaders has given more than $2.6 million in scholarship assistance to 254 seminary students.  

There are 9,300 congregations working with 459 new ministries.  She mentioned the new starts in the 

Indiana-Kentucky Synod; a total of 258 new-start congregations have been approved during the 

campaign—a record growth in ELCA new starts.  International leadership development and international 

women leaders is exemplified by the Global Leadership Academy in Hyderabad, India, which was a 

networking event for women from companion churches and institutions.   

The Churchwide Assembly will be available through live streaming.  Topics to be featured 

include the proposed social statement, Faith, Sexism, and Justice: A Lutheran Call to Action and A 

Declaration of Inter-Religious Commitment, a proposed policy statement.  The International Decade for 

People of African Descent, 2015-2024 will be recognized, and the 2019 Churchwide Assembly will issue 

an apology.   

God’s Work, Our Hands is September 8.  The Women of the ELCA Gathering is in Phoenix, July 

2020.  Podcasts are available.  Stay in touch through Living Lutheran.   

Bishop Gafkjen thanked Judith for being here and for agreeing to come back. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Bishop Gafkjen made the following announcements:   

• Resolutions with fifty signatures are due to the Terrace Room 131 by 4:00 p.m. 

• Members of Reference and Counsel meet in front of dais. 

• Please take all of your materials with you, and exit the room quickly, so the staff 
can prepare for dinner. 

• There is a seat for everyone.   

• At dinner, we will not call you to attention for a group prayer before the meal. 
Once you have a gathering of folks at your table, please say grace among 
yourselves and begin eating. 

• Pre-Service Music will begin at 7:15 pm. 

• Worship will begin at 7:30 pm in the North PMU Ballroom; enter through the 
main hallway 
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DINNER 

Dinner was served buffet style in the Purdue Memorial Union South Ballroom.   

OPENING WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 

Opening worship service including Holy Communion was held in the Purdue Memorial Union 

North Ballroom, West Lafayette, Indiana, with presiding minister Bishop William O. Gafkjen and 

preacher Rev. Dr. Donald K. Gillett, II.  Assisting minister was Deacon E. Louise Williams.  Music 

preceding the service and throughout the service was led by Directors of Music Thomas Dearchs and 

David White.  The cantor was Rev. Marissa Tweed Harrison; assembly musician was Rachel Kurtz; the 

Bach Trio were Jennifer Kirkman, Adele Maxfield, and Trudy Whitford; other musicians were Saxophone, 

Larry Kirkman, String Bass, Christian Starnes, Guitar, Rev. Dr. Jerry O’Neal, Recorder, Marjoleine Gravley, 

and Percussion, Dr. Cory Driver.  The Crucifer, Acolytes, Communion Assistants, and Ushers were 

members of the Youth Leadership Summit.  Readers were Rev. Erik Allen and Rev. Heidi Schwerdtfeger-

Jones; the readings were 1 Samuel 2:1-10 and Romans 12:9--16b.  The Gospel reading was Luke 1:39--57 

(Mary Visits Elizabeth and Mary’s Song of Praise).   

During the sermon the Rev. Dr. Gillett brought greetings from the Kentucky Council of Churches 

and from the East Second Street Christian Church, Lexington, Kentucky.  He related that he grew up in 

the southside of Chicago where everyone knew him.  It was a neighborhood that looked out for one 

another.  Neighborhoods have changed.  We ask, “Who is my neighbor and what is my neighborhood?”  

Also, “How can I be a good neighbor?”  Mary and Elizabeth were both in need of a neighbor.  He looked 

at what connected them and what connects us.  We are required to be risk takers.  God’s neighborhood 

is broken.  Risk takers extend a helping hand.  We also ask, “How can I be a good neighbor?”  

Circumstances require you to give to others.  Church is a place where all God’s children can find salaam 

or peace.  We are called to be good neighbors.  What kind of neighbor are you to the God we claim to 

love?   

Saturday, June 1, 2019 

BIBLE STUDY WITH BISHOP GAFKJEN 

Breakfast was provided in the Purdue Memorial Union South Ballroom for those where 

breakfast was not provided by the hotel.   

Bishop Gafkjen called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.  He thanked all who led in worship last 

evening.  He mentioned the shooting in Virginia Beach yesterday with twelve dead and led the group in 

prayer. 

Jeremiah spoke in uncertainty and destruction and chaos.  Most thought he was a heretic, 

insane; he was depressed, angry and insecure.  He was calling God’s people to repent.  Bishop Gafkjen 

has wondered what repentance has to do with renewal of the church.  Has our worship become empty?  

Are we called to repent?  Jeremiah stayed back with the remnant.  Bishop Gafkjen read Jeremiah 29:4--7 

and asked all to join him.  The passage was telling them to settle in, build houses and live in them, plant 

gardens and eat, take wives and have sons and daughters, take wives for your sons, and give your 

daughters in marriage, multiply there and do not decrease.  It is going to be a while.  They were told to 

seek the welfare of the city where they were in exile and they would find their welfare.  Bishop Gafkjen 
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related a quote from Walter Brueggemann that the terror of exile is overcome by the announcement of 

God’s power to restore a new creation of fidelity and justice.  Brueggemann continued that the language 

of lamentation and complaint in the Hebrew scriptures re-describes and reorients the vision and power 

of those who suffer oppression.  Brueggemann further declared that exiles then and now must reflect 

upon the power of promise, upon the capacity of God to work a newness against all circumstance.   

Bishop Gafkjen then asked small groups to discuss the questions he asked that were displayed 

on the screen.  He heard Jeremiah speak in 2014.  Mara Evangelical (Lutheran) Church in America 

worshipped in Indianapolis August 30-31, 2014.  Its members are from Myanmar and are exiled.  

Remember God has sent you here.  Jeremiah charged the Burmese exiles to seek the welfare where they 

find themselves.  Bishop Gafkjen and the group read Philippians 2:4--7a, and then he closed with prayer. 

KEYNOTE PRESENTATION 2 

Bishop Gafkjen noted that it was his joy to welcome Rev. Mandy France.  He recalled being with 

her at the Reformation observance in Washington, D.C., in 2017.   

She began by telling about herself.  She serves a small town of 1000 in southwest Minnesota; 

there are 240 congregations in their synod.  She is here to tell about her work in rural Minnesota during 

her internship; she felt that she had been called to help.  She read from Luke the story of the Good 

Samaritan.  The parable shows how Jesus challenges us.  Her story begins at her last year of seminary.  

Her internship was in a small rural town smaller than her high school, 98 percent white with lots of 

churches.  She had a six-month-old; the town embraced them.  September 2016 was the beginning of 

her internship; the presidential election was very divisive for the country.  She perceived those around 

her. “Yes, God loves everyone, but it is okay to hate Muslims.”  She received warnings about the doctor 

in town who was Muslim.  They loved the fact that he was a good doctor but wondered about the fact 

that he was a Muslim.  The doctor felt called to rural Minnesota because it was underserved.  After the 

election he began to be taunted.  Rev. France decided to do her internship project on “Love Thy 

Neighbor” and concentrate on interreligious dialogue.  She asked the doctor to speak with her to 

educate the community about Islam.  He was becoming angry at the taunts and accusations.   

She started putting posters around town about her project, “Love Thy Neighbor” – come and 

learn about another religion, public forum.  She was attacked in the newspaper and on the radio. She 

received calls from the school superintendent and the police; they were concerned about the unrest she 

was spreading.  On the night of the forum, there were police all around; the place was packed.  She laid 

ground rules.  She stressed that interreligious dialogue isn’t meant to convert someone to another 

religion.  It is not even to agree with one another but to view the other as a person.  The doctor was in a 

suit.  “Do I look like a terrorist,” he began.  Of the crowd ninety percent were for them, but the ten 

percent were the loudest and were hateful.  They had an underground viewing of their forum.  There is 

a difference between ignorance and dehumanizing.  If one can turn another human being into a demon, 

then one can say horrible things about the person.  Pastor Mandy and the doctor had lots of invitations 

to speak in other areas and had to get security to speak together.  They received national press with the 

headline, “Love Thy Neighbor.”  God calls us to be good neighbors.  To love your neighbor, one has to 

get to know the neighbor.  Islamophobia is sin.  She said that on her last day of her internship, every 

single person thanked her for teaching them about interfaith dialogue, for teaching them that it’s okay 

to love people who aren’t Christian.   
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MUSIC WITH RACHEL KURTZ  

Rachel Kurtz led the group in singing.   

Bishop Gafkjen mentioned that the youth were meeting at the same time as the assembly.  He 

announced that there was a revised agenda (attached) on the tables and pointed out the changes.  

Seeing no objections, he declared that Synod Assembly   

VOTED:  SA/2019/10:  that the Synod Assembly agenda be revised as presented.   

REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE I-K SYNOD  

At 10:00 a.m. Bishop Gafkjen invited Chris Walda, Synod Treasurer, to the dais for the 

Treasurer’s report.   

Chris began by noting it was great to be at the assembly; yesterday he was on the campus of 

Purdue and IU (his son was participating in the state track meet at IU) on the same day.  He emphatically 

stated, “We thank you for Mission Support.” This is his third year as treasurer.  He mentioned the work 

of the Finance Committee; it meets about monthly, reviews financial matters, prepares draft budgets, 

and assures that the books are audited.  He noted that we have changed back to synod control of funds.  

This last year some council designated funds of endowment earnings were used to meet the budget.  

They bid the audit and saved $7000 on the audit for the past year which will be received by June 1.  

Mission support has been less than budgeted the last two years and is running less than budget for the 

current year.  

Chris then called Rev. Jerry O’Neal, Indiana-Kentucky Synod Director for Stewardship, to the dais 

to present the narrative budget for 2020--21.  The narrative budget translates numbers to mission and 

ministry.  It helps show how your Mission Support is making a difference in congregations and ministries 

and in individual lives here at home and across the globe.  Rev. O’Neal began by thanking everyone. The 

Narrative Budget focuses on the four priorities that together we have discerned for our Indiana-

Kentucky mission territory. The four priorities were highlighted with the synod staff persons and 

ministries most responsible in each area.  However, the Bishop and staff all work with all of the priorities 

and their responsibilities overlap into each of the four.  The total proposed budget for 2020--21 is 

approximately $2.5 million, of which $1.875 million is projected to be Mission Support.  He showed a pie 

chart that showed the percentage to each of the synod’s priorities.  The pie chart showed that ELCA 

Shared Mission Support is 32 percent of the budget, Develop and Support Missionary Leaders is 23 

percent of the budget, Form and Send Faith-Filled Disciples is 15 percent of the budget, Cultivate 

Congregations as Mission Centers is 8 percent of the budget, Expand and Deepen Communications and 

Collaboration is 19 percent of the budget, and Synod Operations is 3 percent of the budget. 

Forty-three percent of Mission Support is shared with churchwide; it reflects 32 percent of the 

budget or approximately $800,000.  Rev. Jerry O’Neal is the Indiana-Kentucky Synod Director for 

stewardship; he works with congregations across the synod in the areas of stewardship and Mission 

Support.  He discussed Grace and Hope Fellowship, a Synodically Authorized Worshipping Community 

that began in February 2018; it is a ministry behind bars at the Industrial Correctional Facility in 

Pendleton, Indiana.  Grace and Hope Fellowship is just one example of the many ways that portions of 

Mission Support funds local mission and ministry. 
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Rev. Heather Apel, Assistant to the Bishop for Leadership, is most directly related to the priority, 

“Develop and Support Missionary Leaders.”  Twenty-three percent of the budget, or approximately 

$575,000, supports this priority.  Our newest staff member, Dr. Cory Driver, is the director of the synod’s 

newest initiative in the synod – the Transformational Leadership Academy.  The foremost goal of the 

Transformational Leadership Academy (TLA) is to partner with lay and rostered leaders to provide the 

training and skills they need to provide effective leadership in their congregations and for congregations 

that do not have called ministers of Word and Sacrament.  The TLA will also assist in the formation of 

TEEM (Theological Education for Emerging Ministries) candidates as well as provide continuing 

education opportunities to rostered ministers. The training will be theological, Biblical, practical and 

missional.  

Rev. Dan Fugate, Assistant to the Bishop for Discipleship, is most directly related to the priority, 

Form and Send Faith-Filled Disciples.  Fifteen percent of the budget or approximately $375,000 supports 

this priority.  A slide listed the ministries, processes, and programs that are supported by this portion of 

the budget.  Rev. O’Neal read a story written by Hannah Limbong who attended the ELCA Youth 

Leadership Summit in Ashland, Nebraska.   

Rev. Nancy Nyland, Director for Evangelical Mission (DEM), is most directly related to the 

priority, “Cultivate Congregations as Mission Centers.”  Eight percent of the budget, or approximately 

$200,000, supports this priority.  Pastor Nancy is an employee of the churchwide organization, so her 

salary is not part of the synod’s budget. This is just another example of how the synod’s Mission Support 

comes back to us to benefit our Synod’s mission and ministry.  The ministries, processes, and programs 

that are supported by this portion of the budget were listed.  Rev. O’Neal mentioned Laundry & More 

which is a ministry of Servants of Christ Lutheran Church, Indianapolis, IN, that is growing and shaping 

community 

Tom Dearchs, Director of Communications, Administration, and Worship Life, is most directly 

related to the priority, “Expand and Deepen Collaboration and Communication.”  Nineteen percent of 

the budget, or approximately $475,000, supports this priority.  Pastor Jerry noted, last but certainly not 

least, as we communicate and collaborate: the synod’s administrative staff:  April Lynch, Administrative 

Assistant to Bishop Bill Gafkjen and Database Manager; Sylvia Ore, Administrative Assistant to Rev. 

Heather Apel and Bookkeeper; Carol Ann Webb, Administrative Assistant to Rev. Nancy Nyland, Rev. 

Dan Fugate, and Rev. Jerry O’Neal; and Sue Miller, Accountant.   

Operations is supported by three percent of the budget or approximately $75,000.  This 

operations portion of the budget undergirds the synod staff’s work together.  Operations includes 

accounting, office supplies, bookkeeping, database management, insurance, equipment, office space, 

furnishings, repairs and maintenance, and the annual audit. 

Pastor Jerry asked the assembly to show its affirmation for Bishop Gafkjen for his faithful, 

committed, creative, empowering, and visionary leadership.  Bishop Gafkjen and the staff work together 

and live into the four priorities to empower, equip and encourage one another to make Christ known.   

Treasurer Chris Walda and Pastor Jerry O’Neal closed by again thanking the assembly for 

Mission Support.   
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UPDATED CREDENTIALS REPORT 

Bishop Gafkjen called Rev. Amy Beitelschees-Albers to the dais for an updated credentials report 

as of 10:00 a.m. June 1.  There were 207 lay voting members of which 5 were deacons, 99 pastors, 22 

retired rostered ministers, and 38 visitors.   

PRESENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS, REFERENCE AND COUNSEL COMMITTEE 

Bishop Gafkjen invited Rev. Erik Allen, chair of the Reference and Counsel Committee, to the 

dais.  Rev. Allen reported that there was one resolution for consideration.  It was on a half sheet of 

paper that was distributed to the assembly.  On one side is the proposed resolution as submitted, and 

on the other side is how the resolution was revised as reviewed by the Reference and Counsel 

Committee.  Rev. Allen read the reviewed resolution, R-01-19 Resuming the International Day of Prayer 

for the Persecuted Church.  Rev. Tim Kraemer who had submitted the proposed resolution spoke that 

his only concern about the revision was that it was not specific as to how the message would be 

presented to congregations.  He moved that the italicized item in the original proposal be included.  That 

motion was seconded.  It was pointed out that the I-K Epistle was the synod newsletter in 2000; the title 

is now the I-K Lutheran; and that change was made.  The assembly voted to approve the amendment.   

Resolution R-01-19, Resuming the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church, was 

read by Rev. Allen.  After discussion, the Synod Assembly  

VOTED:  SA/2019/11:  that R-01-19 be adopted as follows:   

Whereas, throughout the world many of our brothers and sisters in Christ suffer 

persecution, armed attack, imprisonment, torture, slavery, and the loss of rights for their 

faith, obedience, and discipleship to our Lord and Savior and,  

Whereas, all Christians are part of the same Body of Christ so that what injures one part 

injures all the others, and  

Whereas, members of the ELCA have repeatedly been called upon to pray for all victims of 

religious persecution, both Christians and non-Christians, and for their oppressors; 

Therefore,  

Be it resolved that the Indiana-Kentucky Synod will recognize the International Day of 

Prayer for the Persecuted Church (IDOP) beginning with this year’s IDOP which will be 

November 3, 2019. 

Be it resolved that two months prior the I–K Lutheran will also include a short 

bibliographic list of both print and Internet resources concerning the persecuted church. 

This could also include a sample prayer or references to sample prayers. 

MISSION UPDATE REPORT OF BISHOP WILLIAM O. GAFKJEN 

Vice President Ted Miller introduced Bishop Gafkjen for the mission update.  He began by 

showing a video.  It showed the tire changing at the Indy 500 in 1950 compared to tire changing in 2013 

at a race in Melbourne.  Times have changed.  This is an ‘all hands-on deck’ time.  We need to be clear 

about what God is calling us to do.  We need the gifts and skills for today.  It is time to let go of what 

stands in the way.  We are called to move forward, not backward.  He recommended a book by Gil 

Rendle, entitled Quietly Courageous: Leading the Church in a Changing World.  There is a new way rising 

that is lit up with hope.   
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Bishop Gafkjen mentioned an NPR report on shared ministries.  We now have thirteen such 

combinations.  The NPR report featured Pastor Marissa Tweed-Harrison who is serving St. Peter 

Lutheran in Camden, Indiana, and Faith Lutheran Church in Logansport, Indiana.  He mentioned many 

other unique programs being offered in the synod; many of them being done together.  God’s new way 

is rising.   

Bishop Gafkjen introduced each member of the synod staff and asserted that we have the best 

synod staff.  He stated that “he is profoundly grateful to walk this way with you.  Thank you for the 

partnership we share.”  With his ukulele he led the group in singing “This Little Light of Mine.”  He closed 

with prayer.    

BISHOP’S INTRODUCTION TO REIMAGINING CONFERENCES 

Bishop Gafkjen began the discussion of reimagining conferences by showing a PowerPoint 

presentation.  He introduced Cory Driver who would be consecrated as deacon the next day.  Bishop 

Gafkjen would like to see ministeriums as communities of practice.  He and the deans will begin more 

comprehensive discussion in a September retreat.  The changes to the constitution regarding the deans 

and their roles have affected the conference structure and practices.  ‘Can the conference structure do 

better for congregations?’ is the question we should be asking.  He shared the bylaws in the synod 

constitution regarding conferences.   

There are many responsibilities for the conferences, but many of them are not really happening.  

The role of the dean has changed.  Many feel the conference structure is not serving the needs of 

congregations.  There are fewer congregations in the synod than when the conferences were formed.  

There is a greater need for flexible, nimble, effective local and regional connections among mission 

centers and across the synod.  Reimagining conferences for a new day is the task of the synod; he left 

the group with two questions to discuss the next day if time allowed.  “What does your mission center 

need with and from the conference?” and “What might you offer to support the conferences?”  

LUNCH 

Lunch was served buffet style in the PMU South Ballroom.   

MUSIC WITH RACHEL KURTZ 

Bishop Gafkjen called the meeting to order at 1:15 p.m.  Rachel Kurtz led the group in singing.   

PORTICO VIDEO 

Bishop Gafkjen welcomed Rev. Cathy Schibler back to the assembly.  A video from Portico 

illustrated the services it provides for those in need beyond providing retirement and disability 

insurance.   

VOTING ON GENERAL ELECTION 

There was only one position that needed to have an election, one clergy on the Lutheran 

Outdoor Ministry Board.  Bishop Gafkjen invited Dan Fugate and Robert Elliott to the dais to explain the 

voting process.  The group had to exit into the hallway and vote on one of three computers and then 
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return to the ballroom through the side door.  Rev. Austin Newberry, Campus Minister at the University 

of Louisville, offered prayer before the election.   

Bishop Gafkjen made the following announcements:   

• 2:30 p.m. - Affinity Groups – list on page 4 of the handbook, held in Stewart Center 

• 2:30 p.m. - Won’t you Be My Neighbor? Movie – Fowler Hall inside Stewart Center 

• 2:30 p.m. – Open House at Purdue Lutheran Ministries until 5:00 pm 

• 3:30 and 4:30 p.m. – Workshops, list on pages 5--6 in the handbook, most offered twice, 
but not all 

• Evening prayer at 5:30 p.m. in the North PMU Ballroom followed by dinner at 6:00 p.m. 
in the South PMU Ballroom 

• 7:30 p.m. “Cranberry Jam” Concert with Rachel Kurtz in the South Ballroom 

GREETINGS FROM MISSION PARTNERS 

When all had voted and returned, Bishop Gafkjen introduced Jennifer Long Morehart, ELCA 

Region 6 Archivist.  Jennifer related that the Region 6 Archives are the repository for Lutheran stories.  

The ELCA Region 6 Archives serves the six ELCA synods located in Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, and the 

Lower Peninsula of Michigan.  The ELCA Region 6 Archives are located in the lower level of Mees 

Residence Hall with an office presence in Room 156 at Trinity Lutheran Seminary at Capital University's 

Hamma Library. 

The purposes of the archives are to preserve and make available the official and permanently 

valuable records created by Region 6 synods and institutions, to provide archival support to the 

Lutheran congregations and institutions operating in each participating synod of the Region 6 Archives, 

and to identify and collect the records of antecedent bodies (e.g., synods, districts, defunct Lutheran 

institutions and congregations).  Reference services are provided on-site at the archives, by mail, phone, 

or email request.  Most records are from closed congregations.  She can help congregations know which 

records to keep.  She can provide consultation and workshops on related topics.   

Bishop Gafkjen then invited Chris Burnette, Regional Gift Planner, to the dais.  Chris spoke about 

leaving a gift to a congregation or to the synod.  He invited individuals to text him to discuss gifting.   

REPORT OF THE VICE PRESIDENT OF THE IK SYNOD 

Bishop Gafkjen introduced Vice President Ted Miller.  Ted shared his experience visiting 

persecuted churches when he visited the Baltics recently.  There has been amazing work by those who 

are preserving the churches.   

Ted thanked the Synod Council members and asked them to stand: serving their first year were 

Rev. Curtis Black, Deacon Barb Limbach, Diane Cameron, and Rev. Jane Rothman; serving their second 

year were Vicky Carron, Shawn Hall, Larry Johnson and Rev. Jack Dixon; serving their third year on Synod 

Council were Linda Wray, Don MacMillan, Rev. Teri Ditslear, Rev. Mike Vinson, Matthew Pope, and 

Treasurer Chris Walda; serving their fourth year were Rebecca Daum, Mike Anderson, and Noah Smith; 

serving fifth year on Synod Council were Rev. Amy Beitelschees-Albers, Rev. Jessica King, and Rev. Randy 

Schroeder; serving her eighth year was Secretary Judy Bush, and serving his ninth year was Bishop 

Gafkjen.  Rev. Curtis Black was elected to a one-year term for a vacancy and chose not to run again.  
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Matthew Pope finished his three-year term as a young adult member.  Noah Smith has served two, two-

year terms as the youth member and was elected to a three-year term as the young adult member to 

the Synod Council.  Ted thanked all members of the Synod Council for their service and expressed that it 

was his privilege to serve with them.   

Ted discussed the responsibilities of the vice-president.  He chairs the Synod Council meetings; 

the vice-president cannot get paid for his service.  He gave thanks for the other vice-presidents and 

noted that he is blessed to meet with them.  He also gave thanks to his congregation Gloria Dei Lutheran 

Church, especially Phil and Sue Schmidt.  He gave thanks to his family and wife Lisa; they will be married 

forty-two years next Tuesday.  He closed by saying, “Thank you for the privilege to serve with and 

among you.”   

Bishop Gafkjen thanked Ted for his amazing service.  He noted that he is well respected 

throughout the church and considered an exemplary vice-president.  He thanked him for his ministry. 

Robert Drake of Purdue gave directions to get to Stewart Center for the afternoon workshops 

and affinity groups.   

AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS/SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 

Individuals had several choices for the afternoon.  A screening of Won’t You Be My Neighbor? 

was held from 2:30 to 4:00 p.m.  It is a 2018 documentary film about the life and guiding philosophy of 

Fred Rogers, the host and creator of Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood.   

Affinity groups were an opportunity to get to know others with a similar interest, passion, or 

purpose.  The following Affinity Groups and their facilitators met on Saturday, June 1, at 2:30 p.m.:  

Congregational Renewal led by Rev. Daniel Forehand; Food Pantries/Feeding Ministries led by Mary 

Anderson; Answering God’s Call led by Rev. Heather Apel; Ministry with Young Adults led by Rev. Robert 

Abner; Shared Ministry led by Rev. Marissa Tweed Harrison; Stewardship led by Rev. Jerry O’Neal; and 

Worship led by Tom Dearchs.   

There was an open house at Purdue Lutheran Ministries from 2:30 to 5:00 p.m.  

The following workshops were offered at 3:30 p.m.  All but two were repeated at 4:30 p.m.  The 

Campus Ministry Panel was led by campus ministers from the campus ministries of our mission territory.  

Connect was a workshop to introduce participants to the process and hear hope-filled stories from 

congregations engaged in Connect.  Connect, the I-K Synod transformational ministry process is a two-

year journey of renewal training.  Creative Prayer Practices was led by Rev. Teri Ditslear and was a fun, 

hands on experience making prayer flags and bread beads.  Does Reading the Label Really Help? was a 

workshop on diversity led by Pastors Tim and Sharon Taylor.  It attempted to teach participants how to 

move beyond the barriers that separate us and to begin to see and experience each other beyond labels 

as beloved children of God.  Meet Rachel Kurtz was an opportunity to meet her in person and learn 

about her life story.  Entrance Rite Discernment Group Presentation, led by Deacon E. Louise Williams, 

was a workshop to provide information and answer frequently asked questions about the Entrance Rite 

Discernment Group’s recommendations to the ELCA’s Church Council and ultimately to the 2019 

Churchwide Assembly.  It was offered at 4:30 p.m. only.  Love Thy Neighbor! was a workshop led by Rev. 
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Mandy France on strategies to tackle Islamophobia.  One Body, Many Members: A Journey for Christians 

Across Race, Class, & Culture was led by Judith Roberts, ELCA Director for Racial Justice.  Participants 

explored an ELCA developed resource to engage congregations to move beyond their own boundaries in 

creating the multicultural church.  Opioid Crisis in America was led by Kal William Rissman, who has a 

unique background of broad education and experience in behavioral health coupled with farm-boy 

common sense.  He is a certified Master Addiction Counselor, Marriage and Family Life Counselor, Social 

Worker, Hospital Chaplain, and ordained parish pastor of the ELCA.  The Ministry Funding Plan was led 

by our Regional Gift Planner, Chris Burnette.  The purpose of the workshop was to educate about the 

Ministry Funding Plan and its deliberate approach that can ensure the future of the church financially 

and grow the outreach of the congregation.  Churches Healing a Culture of Divisiveness was hosted by 

the Isaiah 1:17 Justice Team with primary contact Rev. Leah D. Schade.  Using a nonpartisan form of 

discussion called ‘deliberative dialogue,’ participants explored the church’s role in navigating the 

polarized political landscape when engaging difficult social issues.  Individuals were to learn a new 

technique for having a balanced, open-minded discussion that moves beyond the current political 

debate and frames the conversation within biblical and theological perspectives.  Building a Dynamic 

Stewardship Campaign led by Rev. Jerry O’Neal discussed the two key questions every stewardship 

campaign should answer and presented tools one can use to build an exciting campaign in the 

congregation.   

EVENING PRAYER 

Evening Prayer and Commemoration of the Faithful Departed was held in the PMU North 

Ballroom beginning at 5:30 p.m.  The cantor was David White; Bishop Gafkjen led the Remembrance of 

the Faithful Departed; Dr. Cory Driver was the lector; and Thomas Dearchs played the piano and Kim 

Converse played the flute.   

BANQUET 

The banquet was held in the PMU South Ballroom.  Bishop Gafkjen thanked the staff that 

provided the food and service for the banquet and other meals.  He also called attention to the youngest 

voting member of the synod assembly; she is from St. Paul Lutheran Church, Versailles, Indiana, and is 

not yet 15 years old; this is the third year in a row that she has been the youngest member. 

Bishop Gafkjen then began recognizing rostered leaders who were observing significant 

anniversaries of service.  There were five rostered ministers who were ordained in 1994 and one deacon 

consecrated as an AIM in 1994.  He called each of them to the stage.  They were Rev. Phillip Garber, Rev. 

Vicki Garber, Rev. Donna Glazier, Rev. Caroline Satre, Rev. Jeffrey Zell, and Deacon Rodelyn McPherson.  

Next Bishop Gafkjen called to the stage those who were ordained in 1969 or fifty years ago.  Rev. David 

Ault and Rev. Gene Kinney were not present.  Present were Rev. James Dye who had traveled to the 

assembly from Florida, Rev. James Fish and Rev. Paul Row.  Bishop Gafkjen then called to the stage 

those who had been ordained more than fifty years;  ordained fifty-five years ago were Rev. Neal Boese, 

Rev. Paul Krebs, and Rev. Robert Franklin; ordained sixty years ago were Rev. Carl Satre (father of Rev. 

Caroline Satre, who was recognized for twenty-five years since ordination), Rev. Norman Ryding, and 

Rev. Rodney Willeke, and celebrating sixty-five years since ordination were Rev. Fredrick Fiedler and 

Rev. Richard Kraus.  Several were not present. 
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While pictures were being taken Rev. Michael Vinson, campus pastor of Purdue University, 

brought greetings.  He introduced Ball State student, Joseph Bailey who spoke about the important 

impact of campus ministry to him and why.   

Rev. Dan Fugate spoke to the group about the Youth Leadership Summit taking place 

concurrently with the assembly but in another building.  All the speakers that have addressed the 

assembly have also presented to the youth.  He announced that they are still accepting application for 

the youth mission trip June 23--29 to Louisville, Kentucky.   

Bishop Gafkjen called all who were present from Prince of Peace Lutheran Church of Russell 

Springs, Kentucky, to come to the front of the room for recognition in celebrating twenty-five years of 

service.  Also recognized were members of Christ the King Lutheran Church in South Bend, Indiana, and 

Epiphany Lutheran Church of Fort Wayne, Indiana, for fifty years of service.  St. Mark Lutheran Church in 

Evansville, Indiana, was recognized for 125 years of service; St. John Lutheran Church of Lawrenceburg, 

Indiana was celebrating 150 years of service; Pleasant View Lutheran Church in Indianapolis, Indiana, 

and St. John Lutheran Church of Richmond, Indiana, were recognized for 175 years of service.    

Bishop Gafkjen then asked the rostered leaders new to the synod to stand.  Those new to the 

synod were Pastors Erik Allen, Amy Allen, Robert Anderson, Matthew Becker, Mandy Brobst-Renaud, 

Gretchen Freese, Liesebet Gravely, Katherine Kolodzieczyk, Heidi Schwerdtfeger-Jones, Byron Wesley 

Smith III, and those who were First Call ministers; Pastors David Adams, Ken Boehm, Alexa Kvande, T.J. 

Lynch, Deacon Cory Driver and Deacon G. Travis Woodfield.   

Bishop Gafkjen asked those who had retired during the last year to stand.  Those listed were 

Rev. Richard Stern, Rev. Steven Reshan, Rev. Dan Strobel, Rev. Jerome Diers, Rev. Marcus Felde, Rev. 

Laura Meier, Rev. Steven Albertin, Rev. Tom Vanselow, Rev. Robert Meckley, Rev. Jeff Romer, Rev. Mark 

Radloff, Rev. Will Peugeot, Rev. Wendy Piano, Rev. Mary Poston and Rev. Ron Poisel.  Also retired were 

Deacon Sister Nora Frost and Deacon Sister Barbara Collins.   

RACHEL KURTZ CONCERT 

Rachel Kurtz performed a concert in the PMU South Ballroom.  She engaged the audience in the 

music.    

Sunday, June 2, 2019 

BIBLE STUDY WITH BISHOP GAFKJEN 

Bishop Gafkjen called the meeting to order at 8:40 a.m.  He thanked everyone for coming back.  

He began by referring to Isaiah 43:16--21 which was projected for all to read along.  He noted that the 

passage begins with reference to crossing the Red Sea.  Remember how God saved you?  Forget old 

things.  If we expect things to look as they did in the past, we may miss it.  God is about to do a new 

thing.   Do you not perceive it?  Help each other see it.  How can we sing in a new land?  He asked the 

group to break into small groups to discuss questions.  It is clear that you are seeing God do new things.  

After seventy years in exile, they made their way back and began to rebuild the temple.  Ezra gives a 

report on the rebuilding.  Ezra 3:10--13.  Their voices mingled together, those who were sad and those 

who wept for joy.  God is the one who is making the change.  Bishop Gafkjen closed with prayer.   
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MUSIC WITH RACHEL KURTZ 

Rachel Kurtz led the group in singing.  Bishop Gafkjen thanked Rachel for being at the assembly.  

He exclaimed, “You are a gift to us and to the church.” 

PLENARY SESSION 

Bishop Gafkjen made announcements.  Debby Rieselman, president of I-K Women of ELCA, 

asked him to announce that the biennial gathering will be September 13-14 for all women of the church.   

There are lost and found items; check in the synod office. 

Offering can be given electronically.  

Today’s offering will be designated for disaster relief for the Huria Kristen Batak Protestan 

(HKBP), (translated Batak Christian Protestant Church), our companion synod in Indonesia.   

Bishop Gafkjen will be installing Rev. Bimen Limbong as pastor of Christ Lutheran Church in 

Jeffersontown, Kentucky, on Sunday, June 9.     

Bishop Gafkjen reported that other synods meeting in assembly had elected new bishops.  There 

were three more women elected as bishops, he asked that the assembly keep all of them in prayer.   

The synod assembly next year will be June 4--6, 2020, in Embassy Suites, Noblesville, Indiana.   

There were three birthdays, and the group sang to Rev. Vicky Blough, Warren, and Candace.  

FINAL CREDENTIALS REPORT 

Rev. Amy Beitelschees-Albers reported the final credentials report for the assembly.  There were 

212 lay voting members, 103 pastors, 6 deacons, 18 retired pastors, 4 retired deacons, and 42 visitors.   

REPORT OF THE ELECTIONS COMMITTEE 

Bishop Gafkjen invited Rev. Steven Renner of the Elections Committee to the dais.  Rev. Renner 

reported on the Lutheran Outdoor Ministry Board Member election.  There was a total of 281 votes 

cast.  Pastor Dom Guido received 158, and Pastor Adam Ruschau received 123 votes.   

Bishop Gafkjen announced that the Synod Assembly had 

VOTED:  SA/2019/12:  that Pastor Dom Guido be elected to a three-year term as a 

member of the Lutheran Outdoor Ministry Board.   

Bishop Gafkjen announced that installation of two new deans, Rev. Karleen Jung and Rev. Adam 

Forbes would occur at the close of the worship service today.   

ADOPTION OF 2020-21 BUDGET  

Bishop Gafkjen asked Treasurer Chris Walda and Director for Stewardship Rev. Jerry O’Neal to 

the podium.  Bishop Gafkjen asked for comments regarding the proposed 2020--21 budget (attached); 
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there were none.  He then asked for the assembly to vote.  A majority voted for the proposed budget.  

Bishop Gafkjen declared that the synod assembly had  

VOTED:  SA/2019/13:  that the 2020–21 Indiana-Kentucky Synod Budget, with income and 

expenditures of $2,491,683 and mission support of 43 percent to the ELCA, be adopted. 

Bishop Gafkjen thanked the Finance Committee and others for their good work, especially in 

presenting a narrative presentation of a missional budget.   

PRESENTATION OF COMPENSATION STANDARDS 

Bishop Gafkjen then invited Rev. Heather Apel, staff liaison to the IK Synod Professional Leaders 

Compensation Committee to present the proposed compensation standards for both ministers of Word 

and Sacrament and ministers of Word and Service.   

Pastor Apel noted that she would highlight the changes in the standards.  She related that the 

committee is composed of a deacon, a minister of Word and Sacrament, two lay people, and herself.  

She clarified that the 12 percent retirement calculation is the same whether the employee is full or part-

time and could be found on page 9-of either of the two proposals.  Additional information related to sick 

leave in circumstances in which a rostered minister is considering applying for disability has been 

included and that information can be found on page 10-of either of the two proposals.  Clarifying 

language regarding family leave can also be found on page 10.  Six weeks is provided with benefits for 

family leave.  Additional family leave can be negotiated as unpaid time off or vacation.  Bereavement 

leave for a death in the immediate family is 1--2 weeks.  The recommendation is to include sick or family 

leave on the ELCA Benefits and Compensation Form in a new call.  Paid vacation of four weeks and four 

Sundays is still standard even if the employee is part-time; information can be found on page 12 for 

deacons and on page 11 for clergy.  A section has been added to the standards for deacons regarding 

interim assignments (pages 13--14).  Also, a section has been added to the standards for deacons 

regarding pulpit supply (page 14).  The 2019 IRS Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) is 2.8 percent for base 

salaries.  Beginning in 2018, under the previous year’s tax reform, employers must include all moving 

expenses in the employees’ wages, subject to income and employment taxes; this information can be 

found on page 15 of the compensation standards for deacons and page 25 of the compensation 

standards for clergy.  The housing allowance should be computed annually.  In response to a question 

Rev. Apel clarified that the 12 percent retirement calculation is made on the defined compensation.   

Bishop Gafkjen noted that the proposals come from the committee and were open for 

discussion and adoption.  After questions and answers, the Bishop then asked for all those in favor to 

vote ‘aye’ and those opposed to vote ‘nay’.  He then declared that the Synod Assembly  

VOTED:  SA/2019/14:  that the recommended 2019–20 Standards and Workbook for 
Ministers of Word and Sacrament Compensation and the recommended 2019-20 
Standards and Workbook for Ministers of Word and Service Compensation be adopted.   

FINAL BUSINESS 

The Synod Council had recommended proposed amendments (attached) to the bylaws of the 

Indiana-Kentucky Synod on March 30, 2019.  Copies were distributed to the assembly.  The bishop asked 
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for any discussion of the proposed changes.  There was one question regarding how the ministries that 

were addressed by the committees that were deleted would be addressed.  Bishop Gafkjen assured the 

assembly that the ministries are being addressed by synod staff and the remaining task forces or 

committees.  After discussion, the Bishop asked for the assembly to vote on the recommended changes.  

The Synod Assembly  

VOTED:  SA/2019/15:  that the recommended changes to the bylaws of the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America be adopted.   

REIMAGINING CONFERENCES CONVERSATIONS/CLOSING REMARKS BY BISHOP   

Bishop Gafkjen asked the assembly to continue conversation regarding reimagining conferences 

in small groups.  He asked the groups to write their answers and leave the sheets at the information 

desk.  The following questions were given to the assembly to discuss:  “Listening to your neighbors, co-

workers, and friends, what do you hear are needs in your community?”  “As you listen to the community 

and neighborhood around you, what needs are expressed that might be something the Holy Spirit is 

calling you and your congregation to address?”  “Does your congregation currently have strong 

relationships with any other ELCA congregation(s) or a congregation of another denomination?”  “What 

do you think the current purpose of the Conferences is?” and “What helpful resources might be 

available by working with sister congregations or synodical representatives to support you as you 

address these needs?”   

Bishop Gafkjen stressed that We are Church Together.   

FINAL RESOLUTION 

Bishop Gafkjen thanked the assembly for its work.  He declared that it is an honor to serve with 

you. 

He invited Rev. Erik Allen, chair of the Reference and Counsel Committee, to the dais for reading 

of the final resolution.  It was a resolution of thanks and a sending resolution.  There was an amendment 

to add ‘Rev.’ as the appropriate title for Mandy France. 

Bishop Gafkjen asked all to stand and applaud if they approve.  It was  

VOTED:  SA/2019/16: that R‐02-19, A Sending Resolution, be adopted as follows: 

WHEREAS, the Indiana- Kentucky Synod has met in assembly in West Lafayette, Indiana, 

on May 31, June 1, and June 2, 2019; and  

WHEREAS, we in the Indiana–Kentucky mission territory are called to reach out in 

welcoming our neighbors who have been formed in the image of God; 

WHEREAS, we are called to empower, equip, and encourage one another to make Christ 

known so that every member will be a missionary, every leader a mission director, and 

every community of faith a mission center; therefore  

BE IT RESOLVED, that we express our thanks, appreciation, and support to those who 

made this inspiring experience possible:  

To Pastors Tim and Sharon Taylor for demonstrating how labels influence our 

relationships, and challenging us to accept each person as they are; 
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To Judith Roberts, who shared with us of the various ministries we support through the 

wider Church and reminded us that we are all members of one body in Christ; 

To Rev. Mandy France, whose passion for interreligious dialogue and rural ministry 

inspired us to courageously love our neighbors; 

To Rev. Dr. Donald K. Gillett II, who invited us to ponder our changing neighborhoods and 

how we’re neighbors to one another and God; 

To Rachel Kurtz for her energetic and engaging musical leadership and for inspiring us to 

lift our voices in praise; 

To those who led affinity groups, workshops, and who were God’s hands and feet within 

West Lafayette; 

To the programs, institutions, agencies, and volunteers who joined us for Mission Fest; 

To the Reverend Dan Fugate for his excellent direction and planning that helped 

interweave the theme Who is my neighbor throughout all aspects of the Synod Assembly; 

To Rev. Heather Apel, April Lynch, and Carol Ann Webb, and the rest of the synod staff 

and many volunteers who have blessed us with their generosity and hospitality 

throughout the Assembly; 

To Tom Dearchs, the Synod Assembly Worship Team, and Assembly musicians for sharing 

their gifts for worship and music and providing us with uplifting and transforming worship 

and song; 

To the Youth Leadership Summit volunteers for their commitment to changing lives and 

forming young leaders and to the participating youth for the energy and excitement they 

shared throughout our gatherings; 

To Event Coordinator Robert Elliott and the staff of Purdue University for their gracious 

hospitality, welcoming spirit, and excellent service; Boiler Up! Hammer Down!; 

To Treasurer Chris Walda, Rev. Jerry O’Neal, and the members of the Finance Committee 

for their missional leadership of our synod’s finances; 

To Vice President Ted Miller for his long-term and faithful leadership; 

To the Synod Council for its commitment to the mission of the synod; 

To re-elected Secretary Judy Bush for her detailed records and continued leadership; 

To our Bishop Bill Gafkjen for his thought-provoking Bible study, for being Indiana–

Kentucky Synod’s crew chief who challenges the Church’s pit crew to adapt to new 

realities, and for his highly regarded ukulele style, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we go forth inspired by the Holy Spirit to continually ask 

ourselves, “Who is my neighbor?” and to love and serve them as Christ has taught us. 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

Bishop Gafkjen announced that the assembly should move to the North PMU Ballroom for 

worship.  He asked for shouts to adjourn and there were many shouts to adjourn. 
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

Music preceding the service and throughout the service was led by Directors of Music Thomas 

Dearchs and David White.  Gathering Music was provided by The Bach Trio, Jennifer Kirkman, Adele 

Maxfield, and Trudy Whitford, singing “Amazing Grace,” the Assembly Choir singing “Gracious Spirit 

Dwell with Me,” a vocal selection by Rachel Kurtz, and a Handbell Selection, “Hymn Medley.”   

EUCHARIST SERVICE INCLUDING CONSECRATIONS AND INSTALLATIONS OF NEWLY ELECTED 

The service began at the font with the Thanksgiving for Baptism.  The cantor was Rev. Daniel 

Forehand; other music performers included Rev. Dr. Jerry O’Neal, Guitar, and Dr. Cory Driver, 

Percussion.  The Crucifer, Acolytes, Communion Assistants, and Ushers were members of the Youth 

Leadership Summit.  The presiding minister and preacher was Rev. Dr. Willian O. Gafkjen, Bishop; the 

assisting minister was Deacon Diane Marten.  Lectors were Rev. Amy Lindeman Allen and Rev. Liesebet 

Gravley; Rev. Allen read the first reading, Acts 16:16--34; Rev. Gravley read Revelation 22:12--14, 20--21. 

Bishop Gafkjen read the Gospel reading, John 17:20--26.  His sermon began with ‘It is still 

Easter.’  We are reminded in various ways of our sin.  You have been called to be agents of the call to 

love and serve.  On the cusp of our leaving, Jesus prays for us, that we may be one.  That glory given to 

Jesus will be ours as well.  This is love and glory given to us that makes us one.  Before we are sent back, 

we are re membered, experience that oneness.  We are sent out to re member the world so that it may 

be drawn into the love that is Jesus.  The way of Jesus is the cross, but he goes with us with his love for 

the world.   

During the service Dr. Cory Thomas Pechan Driver and Mr. Travis Woodfield were consecrated 

to the ministry of word and service.   

The offering collected on Friday evening and designated for the ACE Food Pantry totaled 

$2,778.91, and the offering collected on Sunday morning and designated for HKBP Disaster Relief 

totaled $2,461.10. 

SENDING RITE AND INSTALLATION OF NEWLY ELECTED MEMBERS 

Bishop Gafkjen invited newly elected persons and the newly appointed conference deans to the 

font.  The Affirmation of the Vocation of the Baptized in the Word was conducted.  The sending hymn 

was “Soon and Very Soon.”   

 Respectfully Submitted in His Service, 

  
 Judith A. Bush, Secretary  
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