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March 16, 2020 

Dear Siblings in Christ across the Indiana-Kentucky Synod, 

 

Thank you for the creative and varied ways in which you have been and are navigating our current 

wilderness wanderings through Covid-19. Deacons and pastors have worked with other congregational 

leadership to make difficult decisions about whether to gather physically in worship or provide for an 

online experience, whether to shut down your building or keep it open for necessary groups, whether 

and how to receive the Eucharist, how to keep serving those who are the most vulnerable and in need. In 

the midst of it all, I thank God for you and for your willingness to make difficult decisions that seek the 

welfare of the communities in which God has placed us (see Jeremiah 29:7). 

 

Mindful of both God’s steadfast presence with us and the reality that the ways in which we live as the 

body of Christ and sing God’s praise may look very different in this wilderness time, please read 

through the following information and recommendations carefully. They are intended to help us walk 

and work together faithfully to stave the spread of Covid-19 and care for one another and for those who 

are vulnerable and in need. 

 

• The evening of Sunday, March 15th, the CDC issued a recommendation that “for the next 8 

weeks, organizers (whether groups or individuals) cancel or postpone in-person events that 

consist of 50 people or more throughout the United States.” Many of our worshipping 

communities have already decided not to meet in person for worship or other activities for at 

least the remainder of this month. Most of them have also found ways to continue to worship 

together, build community, and care for one another even at a distance. I strongly encourage 

congregations and other worshipping communities of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod who 

have not already done so to suspend in-person gathered worship and other in-person 

gatherings at least through March and to consider doing so for longer to align with CDC 

recommendations. In place of in-person gatherings, I also encourage the use various technologies 

to provide worship, devotions, faith formation, and care for one another at a distance. Check with 

neighboring congregations to see what each other is doing and support one another. I also ask 

that we refrain from criticizing others who make decisions different from what we have decided 

to do. 

o Augsburg Fortress is offering Temporary Expanded Licensing for Streaming Worship 

Services: https://bit.ly/38W9q7b. One License is offering a similar plan through April 15: 

https://bit.ly/3aZrCOz.  

o On Thursday, March 19th at 11:00am EST, Assistant to the Bishop Pastor Dan Fugate 

will offer a webinar via Zoom entitled “Keeping Connected During Coronavirus.” Join 

via a web browser and web cam at https://zoom.us/j/300862651. Join via the Zoom app 

using meeting # 300862651. Join via phone for audio only: +1 646-876-9923, meeting # 

300862651. 

o An example of a helpful resource for distance faith formation from VibrantFaith can be 

found here: https://bit.ly/2TTHDjz.  

o We have also posted a resource for “Taking Faith Home” from this Sunday through 

Easter. This resource, including a leader guide, can be accessed at https://bit.ly/2IOTXev. 
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See the resources being used at a home on You 

Tube:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AL7jUGX0j6s&t=2s. 

 

• Please continue to share your offerings with your congregation! Your congregation’s pastor, 

deacon, and other staff are still working (and working very hard) and the congregation’s 

ministries are still operating (albeit differently) and might even be growing in ministries with 

people in need. So, please, send your offerings by mail. Submit them electronically. Get them in 

any way you can. If your congregation has not already done so, now would be a good time to 

establish giving through Tithe.ly, a preferred vendor of the ELCA which we use for synod 

giving. Access and join at https://get.tithe.ly/elca. 

• The remaining Chrism Liturgies have been canceled. In their place, I am offering a time of 

communal prayer and conversation for rostered ministers via Zoom video conferencing at 

10:00am EST on each of the scheduled days, March 17, March 31, and April 2. Rostered 

Ministers should have received call-in information in an email from conference deans over the 

weekend. 

• All synod staff travel has been suspended at least through the month of March, probably 

longer. We will decide in late March about whether this suspension of travel will continue. In the 

meantime, we will do meetings and other engagements via Zoom or phone when we can. 

Following the example of another synod, in order to minimize the number of people coming to 

the office individual meetings with synod staff will also be done via Zoom or phone. Synod staff 

members will be in touch with the people and communities with which we are scheduled to meet 

or travel in order to cancel, postpone, or agree to meeting by videoconference or by phone. The 

synod office will be closed on Mondays and Fridays. Administrative staff will be in during office 

hours Tuesday through Thursday and other staff members will in the office as they are able, as 

well as work from home. 

 

You might not be surprised to know that I am revisiting Isaiah 43 yet again these days. I need to be 

reminded again and again of what is most true in this coronavirus wilderness: God is with me. God is 

with you. God is with us and with the people among whom we live and serve. God is with others in our 

communities, including the most vulnerable, those who are serving in medical and service settings and 

with people who are sick or afraid or hurting in some way. I invite you to stay focused on and to help 

others to center in this great truth. In other words, keep proclaiming the good news of Christ crucified 

and risen for the life of the world in every way possible! God will give us what we need, water in the 

wilderness, rivers in the desert, so that, one way or another, the people whom God has formed for God’s 

self will sing God’s praise and our neighbors will be loved and served. 

 

Please join me in praying this prayer from A Prayer Book for the Armed Services:  

 

Eternal God, amid all the turmoil and changes of the world your love is steadfast and your strength 

never fails. In this time of fear, danger, and trouble, be to us a sure guardian and rock of defense. Guide 

the leaders of our nation and nations around the world with your wisdom, comfort those in distress, and 

grant us courage and hope to face the future; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Peace be with you,  

       
The Rev. Dr. William O. Gafkjen, Bishop 
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