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Gospel Reading - John 11:32-44 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, "Lord, 
if you had been here, my brother would not have died." 
 
33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly 
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to him, 
"Lord, come and see." 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" 37 
But some of them said, "Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 
man from dying?" 38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and 
a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of the dead 
man, said to him, "Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days." 40 
Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?" 41 So 
they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, "Father, I thank you for having 
heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd 
standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me." 43 When he had said this, he cried 
with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound 
with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let 
him go." 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Grace to you and peace from God, the Father, and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
On this All Saints Sunday, we hear a miracle story in our Gospel reading. 
 
The story begins prior to the verses that we read today. Jesus is out and about teaching and he 
receives word from his dear friends Mary and Martha that their brother Lazarus is sick. His 
illness was serious enough, their worry intense enough, that they sent word to Jesus. 
 
Jesus receives this news, but does not hurry off to tend to Lazarus. In fact, he stays two more 
days in the place where he was. In his conversations with the disciples during that time, Jesus 
reveals that Lazarus is dead and then this proclamation: “For your sake I am glad I was not 
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 
 



When Jesus and those with him arrive, he is met first by Martha and then by Mary. Both of 
them say to similar things to him, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died."  
 
This is a statement of faith in the healing power of Jesus, but perhaps also a statement of 
frustration, grief and even anger, knowing what could have been. Knowing that Lazarus’ death 
could have been avoided if Jesus had been there to heal him. 
 
Not only did both sisters confront him with their disappointment, but  at the tomb, the crowd 
also voices their belief that if Jesus had cared more he would have come sooner and thereby 
prevented this tragedy. 
 
Jesus senses the grief that surrounds him, the grief of Mary and Martha, the grief of the people 
who have come to support these two sisters. As Jesus approaches the tomb he also begins to 
weep. 
   
Jesus has compassion on those who mourn the death of their beloved Lazarus, just as Jesus has 
compassion for us in our sorrow. But Jesus does not stop with compassion. In the very midst of 
the disappointment and doubt that surround the moment, Jesus surprises them all, first with 
his command to remove the stone in front of Lazarus’ tomb and, second, with his command — 
“Lazarus, come out!” And Lazarus does. The one who was dead is now alive. 
 
In the midst of this miracle, Jesus issues an invitation, “Unbind him and let him go.” Even while 
the action to raise Lazarus from the dead is clearly and decisively Jesus’ action, Jesus invites 
those around him to participate as well: “Unbind him and let him go.” 
 
Jesus could have walked over to Lazarus, unwrapped him, looked him in the eye, given him a 
hug, welcoming him back to life. But Jesus invites those around to get involved, to play a part in 
seeing this miracle move forward.  
 
Is the same true for us today? How is God calling us to be witnesses of God’s action in our lives? 
How is God calling us to be changed by what we see and inviting us into God’s ongoing activity 
in our lives and in the world? God is active in our lives in the world each and everyday. How is 
God giving us a part to play as God’s activity unfolds right in front of us? 
 
“Unbind him, and let him go!” This is an invitation to be drawn into, to participate in, and to 
extend God’s life-giving work. It is a promise that resurrection is not simply a matter of “then” – 
whenever that might be  but is also and equally a matter of “now.”  
 
Death surrounds us every day. So many lives lost during this pandemic, through accidents, 
through diseases. But death is experienced in other ways, also — death of a dream, death of a 
relationship, death through a lost job, death of pride and confidence, death in realizing the 
limits of our humanness and we could on and on.  
 



But out of death comes resurrection. It is God’s way. It is God’s promise.  It is God’s promise of 
life helping us not only live in the shadow of death with confidence but also helping us to resist 
the fear of death, the power of death.  
 
God’s promise of resurrection isn’t an invitation to deny death.  
But God’s promise of resurrection does grant us both the permission and power to defy death’s 
ability to overshadow and distort our lives, to deny death’s threat that there is nothing else.  
 
This story of the raising of Lazarus, and the Easter story it prefigures, promises that death does 
not have the final word. It promises that we are free to live now, to struggle now, to sacrifice 
now, to live out of love rather than hate now. We are free to encourage others never to give up 
now and to have their actions directed by hope rather than fear now. 
 
In light of God’s resurrection promise, death no longer terrifies us, not the death of the loved 
ones we remember on this day, nor our own. Grounded in God’s promise of resurrection we 
can rise from all the “deaths” experienced in our daily lives. 
 
Today, we give thanks for those saints who have gone before us – those we remember and 
grieve as we celebrate their place now in the nearer presence of God. 
 
But perhaps we should also turn our attention more directly to those saints sitting among us 
this morning, saints who we encounter Monday through Saturday. These saints, including you, 
who are called to unbind all those bound by the fear of death and let go those struggling to find 
hope by speaking and living the promise of resurrection and new life. 
 
God who raised Jesus from the dead still needs us and wants us. This God invites us to 
participate in and extend God’s resurrection work. How you ask?…..by caring for, standing with, 
and lending our courage to those who are suffering and grieving, those who are most 
vulnerable and in need. 
 
We, my fellow saints of God, have work to do, a call to answer, a resurrection life to live here 
and now. “Unbind him, and let him go!” This is not only an invitation, but also a way of living, a 
way of discipleship.  
 
God who answered Jesus’ prayer in bringing Lazarus forth from the tomb, the God who raised 
Jesus from death, the God who promises each one of you eternal life — this God is not finished 
yet! And we are the instruments of God’s resurrection life, grace, and power here and now. 
Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we pray for the 
church, the world, and everyone in need. 
 



Merciful God, we give thanks for all missionaries who have brought your message of hope to 
new communities and wiped tears away. Continue to raise up courageous missionaries to share 
your gospel of hope. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Creating God, we praise you for abundant harvests and the goodness of creation. Be with all 
farmers during this harvest season, granting them endurance, safety and alertness. Create 
communities of care for your earth so that all land, water, and soil will be celebrated and 
cherished by future generations of saints. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of peace, we give you thanks for nations of peace that serve as a refuge for all whose 
homelands are afflicted with violence. Strengthen those who continue to work for peace and 
support all veterans who carry the scars of war. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of healing, we give you thanks for health care workers who labor around the clock to 
answer cries for help. Bring wholeness to all who struggle with post-traumatic stress disorder, 
anxiety, depression, addiction, and all who long for healing in any way (especially). Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of justice, we praise you for the feeding ministries and for all meals that bring people 
together for nourishment and fellowship. Bless chefs, bakers, servers, dishwashers, communion 
assistants, and meal ministry coordinators. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

God of the ages, we give you thanks for the saints in our lives who have inspired, challenged, 
loved, and taught us especially those we name now in our hearts. Wipe away our tears and lead 
us by their example until we feast together on your holy mountain. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God our protection and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain with us 
always, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Hear us now, Father, as we pray the words that Christ has taught us, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 



and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 
People of God, you are Christ’s body, 
Bringing new life to a suffering world. 
The holy Trinity, + Father, Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Serve your neighbor. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
 


