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FORWARDINDIANA

SCOTUS decision will save lives

I thank God today for answered pray-
er. The Supreme Court today ruled that
abortion was not a constitutional right.
Today’s SCOTUS verdict to overturn Roe
v. Wade means that there will be mil-
lions of little girls and little boys who will
have the opportunity to live. The Demo-
crats are shamefully using this verdict
to stir up trouble and to politically fun-
draise. President Joe Biden, House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Sen. Chuck
Schumer and the other like-minded lib-
erals are lying when they claim it is a
constitutional right for a woman to
abort her baby. Starting today, each
state will have the right to determine
abortion in that state.

Since the SCOTUS leaked opinion,

the left has remained silent as dozens of
churches and right-to-life crisis centers
have been vandalized and firebombed.
President Biden and Attorney General
Merrick Garland have illegally allowed
protesters to march in front of Supreme
Court justices' homes. This clearly was a
direct act to intimidate justices by the
radical left. A man traveled from Califor-
nia to assassinate Supreme Court Jus-
tice Brett Kavanaugh and President Bi-
den doesn’t condemn it.

The left untruthfully says this is
about a woman’s reproductive rights.
The truth is this is about the lives of pre-
cious, innocent children. The Democrat
Party has become a radical death-cult
party who celebrate the murder of mil-
lions of babies. Our federal govern-
ment’s main function is to protect life,

not destroy it. The Constitution prom-
ised “that all men were created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness."

Over 62 million babies have been
killed in America all in the name of
choice. Pro-abortionist are responsible
for all these precious babies lost. Dec-
ades from now history will show that
not only was slavery wrong, but abor-
tion was also just as wrong.

Michael Hart
Kokomo

Women should decide their 
fate, not government

During confirmation hearings, jus-

tices lied to senators, saying they con-
sidered Roe v. Wade settled law. Now a
right-wing majority on the court is strip-
ping away a constitutional right Amer-
ican women have held for 50 years. They
may be a majority on the Supreme
Court, but they hold a minority opinion
on the issue of a woman's right to
choose whether or not to bring a child
into this world. The hypocrisy is blatant.
They call themselves pro-life but are
pro-death penalty, pro-war, anti-gun
control and anti-COVID-19 safety. 

I am sincerely pro-woman, pro-child
and pro-choice. We cannot allow Gov.
Eric Holcomb to call an emergency ses-
sion to outlaw abortion in the state of
Indiana. Let women decide our fate.

Nancy Kohn
Indianapolis
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On March 21, Gov. Eric Holcomb
signed HB 1296 into law which elimi-
nates Indiana’s handgun permit require-
ment. As of July 1, Indiana residents 18
years or older will not be required to ob-
tain a permit to carry a gun in public.

Law enforcement officials from the
Fraternal Order of Police, police chiefs’
association, and county prosecutors’ as-
sociation have all spoken out against the
bill that eliminates Indiana’s handgun
permit requirement. State Police Super-
intendent Doug Carter, former sheriff of
Hamilton County, strongly criticized this
bill during a WTHR interview Feb. 24.

“It’s often so easy to talk about your
support for public safety,” Carter said.
“But if you choose to support this bill,
you will not be supporting us.” Police will
not have the protection of the carry li-
cense procedure to help keep guns out of
the hands of those who should not be
carrying a concealed gun due to their vi-
olations of state or federal laws.

This reckless action takes affect dur-
ing a time when gun violence continues
to surge around the country. From mass
shootings in schools, congregations and
grocery stores to the rising toll of gun vi-
olence in streets and neighborhoods, we

have a moral and ethical obligation to
protect the sanctity of life and enact
laws that will curb this type of debilitat-
ing violence, not increase it.

Indiana has not escaped the horrific
effects of gun violence. At least 13 people
were shot and eight were killed during
the mass shooting at the Indianapolis
FedEx facility in April 2021. That same
year, Indianapolis saw its highest homi-
cide rate ever with 271 killings, mostly
committed with firearms. In 2020, fire-
arms surpassed car accidents and be-
came leading cause of death for children
and teens.

Gun violence is a public health crisis
that demands a corrective legislative re-
sponse. We implore our elected officials
to enact legislation that would keep our
residents safer from gun violence rather
than more vulnerable. We put our chil-
dren in harm’s way when we ease sen-
sible restrictions on access to guns. As-
sault weapons, which are designed to
kill large numbers of people quickly, are
legal in Indiana. There are no limits on
magazine capacity for these weapons of
war.

As leaders of mainline Christian de-
nominations and Christian Theological
Seminary, our faith in God and concern
for humanity compels us to stand
strongly against the relaxed laws that

enable the rising gun violence in our
country, state and city. We all have a role
to play in curbing gun violence — faith
communities, businesses, families and
elected officials; however, we must begin
with the unfettered access to these
weapons that are wreaking havoc in our
country. America has become an excep-
tion in the world in gun violence — a pre-
ventable disease that has metastasized
into every facet of our shared lives.

We call on Gov. Holcomb to convene a
special legislative session to address the
rising tide of gun violence and repeal HB
1296. Additionally, we implore all our
U.S. Congressional and Senate repre-
sentatives to author or support federal
legislation that will substantively ad-
dress the national gun violence crisis.

Now is the time to take action to cor-
rect the laws that enable the rising tide
of gun violence. Tomorrow may be too
late.

Rev. David M. Mellott, Ph.D., presi-
dent, Christian Theological Seminary

Rev. Leah Gunning Francis, Ph.D.,
vice president of Academic Affairs and
dean of the faculty, Christian Theologi-
cal Seminary

Rev. Teresa “Terri” Hord Owens,
general minister and president, Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Rev. Dr. Chad R. Abbott, conference

minister, Indiana-Kentucky Conference,
United Church of Christ

Rev. Richard L. Spleth, regional min-
ister, Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) in Indiana

Rev. Tracy L. Jackson, presiding el-
der, Cincinnati- Dayton-Indianapolis
District, Christian Methodist Episcopal
Church

Rev. Dr. William O. Gafkjen, bishop,
Indiana-Kentucky Synod ELCA

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-
Burrows, bishop, The Episcopal Diocese
of Indianapolis

Rev. Dr. Anthony K.R. Gibson, Indi-
anapolis District presiding elder, The Af-
rican Methodist Episcopal Zion Church

Bishop Michael A. Frencher Sr.,
Midwest District presiding bishop, The
African Methodist Episcopal Zion
Church

Rev. Dr. Elaine P. Gordon, presiding
elder, Indiana South District, African
Methodist Episcopal Church

The Rt. Rev. John Franklin White,
presiding bishop, Fourth Episcopal Dis-
trict, African Methodist Episcopal
Church

Rev. Taylor Alan Thames, executive
presbyter of Whitewater Valley Presby-
tery (Presbyterian Church USA)

Bishop Julius C. Trimble, bishop,
United Methodist Churches of Indiana

Indiana clergy call for special session to repeal HB 1296
Group of Indiana clergy
Guest columnists

“If you ask people on the street,” he
added, “many people will fondly think
of a time when they used to see more
and now don’t see as many.” 

Part of the problem, however, is that
there isn’t great data on lightning bugs
— both across the state and the region —
to be able to speak quantitatively or
with specificity.

Researchers across the country, like
Henriques, are trying to change that.
They are working to gather more infor-
mation. There has been a recent and on-
going effort to better grasp populations
of lightning bugs, or fireflies, across
North America and assess the threat of
extinction, he said.

The results of that research were fas-
cinating — if not frustrating. 

The fireflies they surveyed fell into
three main categories. The first are spe-
cies that are considered not threatened,
and Henriques said there are just a few
like that. These are species with a wide
geographic range and that alone makes
them of lesser concern at the moment.

The second group makes up 40% and
includes those fireflies where too little is
known about them: “They have been
seen so little and reported so infre-
quently,” Henriques said. While that
means they could be doing well, they
also could be in such a small pocket that
they are on their way out or, worse, are
already gone.

The last set is the threatened catego-
ry. These are the species where there is
enough information to know they are on
the decline. 

The Say’s Firefly, the state insect,
falls into the second group, Henriques
said. The Cypress firefly, a species re-
cently discovered to be in Indiana, falls
into this third category. 

“It’s complicated and it depends on
the species,” he said. “But overall,
they’re not doing great.”

Long answer: Habitat, light
pollution and chemicals

There are several reasons why fire-
flies are at risk, and all are equally trou-
blesome for the charismatic creature.

The first, and an issue that plagues
many struggling species, is loss of habi-
tat. 

Fireflies do well in areas with some
moisture and humidity — they often live
near ponds, streams, marshes, rivers
and lakes or in the margins where these
areas meet fields and forests. However,
as the climate continues to change and
we have more drought-like conditions,
the ecosystems and conditions where
they survive are shrinking.

The beetles also are losing their habi-
tat to development. As forested areas or
those with tall grasses and native spe-
cies continue to be lost to buildings,
parking lots and perfectly manicured
lawns, lightning bugs are left without a
home.

Another major reason they are suf-
fering is because of light pollution.

Decades ago, there were not as many
lights; lights on streets corners, out-
sides of homes, etc. While they are good
for the safety of cities and roads, not so
much for the fireflies.

“That comes at a cost for wildlife that
'sings' with light," Henriques said.

The firefly's light is like a whisper, he
said, “while our lights are really loud in
comparison and drown them out.” 

Fireflies have a pretty short lifespan
— just a couple months — and thus a
narrow window to reproduce. All the
lights at night disorient them and can
interfere with their ability to find a mate.

There are a couple species of light-
ning bugs that do better, though still not
well, with light. That includes a species
called the Big Dipper, which is what
most Hoosiers likely see in their back-
yards. While they will avoid light where
possible, they can tolerate it for a bit
longer than most others.

One of the other main threats comes
from chemicals: The use of pesticides

and herbicides on lawns. While meant
for annoying mosquitoes or pesky
weeds, those applications can wreak
havoc on fireflies in multiple ways

Lightning bug larvae are extremely
sensitive, so those chemicals can poi-
son and kill them while they are still in
the soil before growing wings. The pes-
ticides can also kill their food — largely
slugs and snails and other types of bugs
— so they are left with nothing to eat. If
the chemicals don’t wipe out their din-
ner, it gets in their system and effective-
ly poisons the fireflies when they feed. 

All these issues are putting fireflies at
risk, and to lose them would be a trav-
esty, the experts said. 

“What many Hoosiers might not have
realized is that when, as children, they
witnessed the beauty and magic of this
fantastic phenomenon, they were not
the first,” Henriques said.

Research estimates that Lampyridae
have been around for 100 million years. 

“We are today custodians of that
beauty and it is our moral role to pass on
this legacy for our future generations so
that we may enjoy it in the way we’ve
enjoyed it.”

Even beyond that beauty, lightning
bugs serve critical environmental func-
tions. 

They loosen soil, which allows sun-
light, oxygen and water to penetrate
down below. The beetles also maintain a
balance by eating slugs and snails,
keeping those critters in check. And
they serve an important role in the food
chain themselves as grub for spiders
and frogs, for example. 

Fireflies are a great indicator of envi-
ronmental health, said Cliff Sadof, a
professor of entomology at Purdue Uni-
versity.

“They are an indicator species of the
health of the soil system,” he said. “If
they are going down, then we need to
pay more attention to the health of our
soils and the species that rely on them.” 

There is an ongoing initiative to bet-
ter survey and know the extent of light-
ning populations across both Indiana,
the region and the country. Called the
Firefly Watch, researchers are asking
citizens to follow a procedure that al-
lows them to count the number of fire-
flies they see over a short period of time. 

While this is a simple measure, citi-
zen science efforts like this can help get
a broad brush view of what is going on,
Sadof said. It can help provide a founda-
tion to help launch more in-depth stud-
ies.

“If someone wants to contribute to
our understanding of the abundance of
fireflies,” he said, “that’s the best way to
do it.” 

Henriques also said there are “little
and easy” things that Hoosiers can do to
help lightning bugs across the state. He
suggests reducing lights at night, plant-
ing native species or installing a rain
garden. Another option: reducing the
chemicals you use on your yard or in
your house. 

“Fireflies are a privilege,” he said. “It
would be such a waste of a treasure if
they were to decline or be gone.”

If you have more questions about
beetles, other insects, or any other top-
ics, let us know! 

Call IndyStar reporter Sarah Bow-
man at 317-444-6129 or email at
sarah.bowman@indystar.com. Follow
her on Twitter and Facebook: @IndyS-
tarSarah. Connect with IndyStar’s envi-
ronmental reporters: Join The Scrub on
Facebook.

IndyStar's environmental reporting
project is made possible through the
generous support of the nonprofit Nina
Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust.
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“They are an indicator species of the
health of the soil system. If they are
going down, then we need to pay
more attention to the health of our
soils and the species that rely on
them.” 

Cliff Sadof Professor of entomology 
at Purdue University


